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MILK PRODUCTION 

 
ALASKA:  Milk production for April, May and June of 
2008 was 1.8 million pounds, down from 2.2 million 
pounds in April through June of 2007. This is an 18.2% 
decrease from 2007.  Milk cows, at 600 head, were 
unchanged from a year ago.  
 
Milk production in the 23 MAJOR STATES during 
July totaled 14.8 billion pounds, up 1.7 percent from 
July 2007. June revised production at 14.7 billion 
pounds, was up 3.2 percent from June 2007. The June 
revision represented a decrease of 19 million pounds 
or -0.1 percent from last month’s preliminary production 
estimate. 
 
Production per cow in the 23 major States averaged 
1,742 pounds for July, unchanged from July 2007. 
 
The number of milk cows on farms in the 23 major 
States was 8.47 million head, 143,000 head more than 
July 2007, and 5,000 head more than June 2008. 

 

 
CASH RECEIPTS 

 
ALASKA:  Preliminary cash receipts from farm 
marketing’s for all farm products totaled over $33.1 
million in 2007, up from $32.4 million in 2006 and 
$32.8 million in 2005. Total receipts include all crop 
marketings and sales of livestock and livestock products.  
Final, and more detailed, data on 2007 cash receipts will 
be available in our annual bulletin published this fall.  
 
Cash receipts from all crops totaled $26.2 million, up 
from $24.5 in 2006, and up from $24.8 in 2005.  Cash 
receipts from feed crops were up $1.7 million from $3.6 
in 2006, while receipts from vegetables and all other 
crops were up slightly.  Greenhouse and nursery crops 
made up 56% of the crops total cash receipts in 2007.   
 
Livestock receipts brought in $6.9 million in 2007, down 
from $7.8 million in 2006 and almost $8.0 million in 
2005. Cash receipts from meat animals were down 23% 
from 2006, while receipts from all dairy products were 
virtually unchanged.  Receipts from all other livestock 
were down 5% from 2006.  
 
Please note the program change NASS has made to the 
cash receipts program.  Aquaculture data from private 
nonprofit hatcheries is no longer included in cash 
receipts for agriculture. 

 

ALASKA CASH RECEIPTS FROM FARM MARKETINGS - 2003 - 2007
 

1,000 Dollars 
Item 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Total All Commodities 1/ 30,609 29,460 32,784 32,354 33,185
Total Livestock Products 7,285 7,559 7,983 7,828 6,925
    All Meat Animals 1,216 1,822 2,478 3,014 2,316
    All Dairy Products 3,214 2,822 2,570 1,869 1,824
    All Miscellaneous Livestock 2/ 2,855 2,915 2,935 2,945 2,785
Total All Crops 23,324 21,901 24,801 24,526 26,260
    All Feed Crops 3,881 2,484 4,724 3,554 5,212
    All Vegetables 4,688 4,347 4,922 5,757 5,918
    All Other Crops 3/ 14,755 15,070 15,155 15,215 15,130
1/ Includes cash receipts from all crop and livestock commodities in Alaska. 
2/ Poultry & eggs (starting 1995), sheep & lambs (starting 1998), aquaculture, equine, goats, honey, musk ox, reindeer, elk, bison, etc. 
3/Includes greenhouse & nursery, berries, grass seed, and other field crops not mentioned above. 
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Alaska Crop Weather Update 
 
As of the August 25th Crop Weather Report, both topsoil moisture supplies and subsoil moisture supplies were reported as 
100% adequate.   Most crops remain two or more weeks behind normal due to the cooler than normal temperatures 
experienced this summer.  Growing degree days, using a 50 degree base, range from -31 at the Kenai Municipal Airport to 
-312 at the weather station at Fort Greely.  Barley was 5% ripe, with harvest underway in the Fairbanks area. This time 
last year the barley crop was 50% harvested.  The five year average for this date is 35% harvested.  Condition of the 
barley crop was 30% fair, 45% good, 25% excellent. Oats were reported as 60% turning color. This time last year, 20% of 
the oats were harvested.  The five year average is 18% harvested.  Condition of the oat crop was 25% fair, 60% good, 
15% excellent.  
 
Potatoes were reported as 50% in bloom. Condition of the potato crop was 20% fair, 80% good.  This time last year, 
commercial potato harvest was underway.  Hay harvest was 90% complete statewide; second cutting was just underway.  
This time last year second cutting of hay was 50% complete. Hay condition was rated as 20% poor, 30% fair, 50% good. 
Wind or rain damage to crops was reported as 85% none, 10% light, 5% moderate as rains continue to interrupt hay 
harvest and impact other crops.   
 
 

 
 

2008 Farm Family of the Year 
 
Congratulations to the Lewis Family of Palmer for being selected 2008 Farm Family of the Year by the Alaska State Fair 
and the Alaska agriculture community.   The Brad Lewis family has been involved in Alaska agriculture for many years – 
Brad being the 3rd generation on their Palmer farm.  Although in the past the farm has produced lettuce, radishes, and a 
variety of other vegetables, for the past 16 years Brad has been perfecting his 30 acre patch of potatoes.  In addition, 
Brad’s son Wendell has been operating successful greenhouse operation the past two summers.  Brad’s wife Pam and their 
other son also help out with the farming during summer. The award was presented to the Lewis family on the opening day 
of the fair at the Fair Board of Director’s reception.  
 
 
 

TRY THE “ALASKA GROWN EAT LOCAL CHALLENGE” SPONSORED BY THE DIVISION OF 
AGRICULTURE TO PROMOTE PURCHASES OF ALASKA GROWN PRODUCTS.  FOR MORE 

INFORMATION GO TO:  www.alaskagrown.org 
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