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General

Warm and dry conditions were prevalent throughout most of the week.  There were some scattered showers but not enough to

keep farmers from field work.  More rain is needed to help with seed germination and the crops already emerged.   Windy

conditions last week stalled some herbicide applications as well as decreased soil moisture on tilled land.   There were 7.0

days suitable for field work.  Soil moisture supplies were 9% very short, 50% short, and 41% adequate.

Crops

Corn planting was nearing completion with 91% reported planted.  The corn crop was 61% reported emerged.  Soybean

planting was 14% complete.  Sorghum planting still ahead of  normal with 40% of the crop planted.  Rice planting was nearly

halfway complete with the crop beginning to emerge last week.  Several county agents indicated that rice farmers were

flushing rice fields to enhance seed germination.  The dry weather accelerated the heading stage on wheat with 43% of the

crop headed; which is well ahead the normal rate.  There were several reports of farmers applying fungicides to the wheat

fields.

 

Livestock

Livestock remained in mostly good condition.  Cattlemen continued to fertilize pastures along with tending to herds.   Hay

crops and pastures were both in need of rain.  Hay crops and pastures were in mostly fair to good condition.   

Percent of Progress

Crop Stage Current
Week

Previous
Week

2005 5 Year Avg

Corn Planted 91 72 68 73

Emerged 61 33 42 39

Cotton Planted 8 0 1 1

Rice Planted 46 15 12 28

Emerged 6 0 2 4

Sorghum Planted 40 16 17 29

Soybeans Planted 14 6 7 5

Wheat Headed 43 15 16 15

                                    

Condition in Percentages

Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Wheat 0 4 26 51 19

Hay-other 0 7 59 32 2

Hay-Alfalfa 0 0 67 33 0

Pasture &
Range 

4 17 46 31 2
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Weather for the Week
There were 6 days suitable for field work.  Soil moisture supplies were 22% very short, 42% short, 32% adequate, and 4%

surplus.

Temperatures and Precipitation Week Ending: April 16, 2006

District Station
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