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Colorado sorghum production in 2007 increased 64 percent from 2006 to the highest level of production since 
2001. Colorado producers harvested 5,550,000 bushels of sorghum in 2007, up 2,170,000 bushels from 2006. 
Planted acres for all purposes, at 220,000, were down 21 percent from the 280,000 planted acres last year and up 
38 percent for the 160,000 acres in 2005.  Harvested acres for grain, at 150,000, were up 15 percent from the 
130,000 harvested acres in 2006 and also up 36 percent from the 110,000 acres harvested in 2005.  The average 
yield for the 2007 crop was 37.0 bushels per acre compared with the average of 26.0 bushels per acre in 2006 
and 31.0 bushels per acre from the 2005 crop. 
 
Baca County continued to lead all counties as the largest sorghum producing area in Colorado with 1,480,000 
bushels.  This production accounted for 27 percent of the state’s total sorghum production and was 24 percent 
above the 1,198,000 bushel crop produced in Baca County in 2006.  The 55,000 acres harvested in 2007 
reflected a 9,100 acre increase from the 45,900 acres harvested for grain the previous year.  The average yield of 
27.0 bushels per acre for the 2007 crop was 1 bushel per acre above the 26.0 bushel average realized from the 
2006 crop. 
 
Prowers County remained second in grain sorghum production with a total of 1,250,000 bushels in 2007.  This 
was an increase in production of 53 percent from the 815,000 bushels produced in Prowers County in 2006.  
Producers harvested 22,900 acres for grain in 2007 down from 24,500 acres harvested the previous year.  The 
average yield of 54.5 bushels per acre for the 2007 crop was 21.0 bushels above the 2006 crop average of 33.5 
bushels. 
 
Kiowa County had the third largest production in the state in 2007 with a total crop of 1,159,000 bushels of 
grain sorghum.  The 2007 crop was 43 percent larger than the 2006 crop of 809,000 bushels.  Producers 
harvested 31,800 acres of grain sorghum in 2007 compared with 35,000 acres harvested the previous year.  The 
average yield of 36.5 bushels per acre was 13.5 bushels above the 2006 crop average of 23.0 bushels per acre. 
 
Cheyenne County kept the fourth place ranking of the State’s sorghum grain producing counties with a total 
output of 470,000 bushels of grain sorghum in 2007, which is over four times greater than the 112,000 bushel 
crop produced in 2006.  Producers harvested 11,500 acres in 2007 compared with 6,200 acres the previous year.  
The average yield for the 2007 crop was 41.0 bushels per acre compared with the average yield of 18.0 bushels 
per acre in 2006. 
 
Bent County was ranked fifth with a total production of 268,000 bushels of grain sorghum in 2007. This was 
also over four times greater than the 55,000 bushels produced in the county in 2006.  Producers harvested 4,300 
acres of grain sorghum and obtained an average yield of 62.5 bushels per acre from the 2007 crop.  That 
compares with 1,000 acres harvested and an average yield of 55.0 bushels per acre for the previous year’s crop. 
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Sorghum for Grain:  Acreage and production by county and district, Colorado, 2007  
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 Acres Acres Bu. Bu. Acres Bu. Bu. Acres Bu. Bu. 
  Logan  2,400 1,500 22.0 33,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Morgan  1,600 1,300 27.0 35,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

    Weld 1,900 700 30.0 21,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Dist 20 Combined Counties
  

1,200 400 27.5 11,000 400 75.0 30,000 3,500 20.0 70,000 
           
Dist 20 Northeast 
 
 

7,100 3,900 25.5 100,000 400 75.0 30,000 3,500 20.0 70,000 

     Adams 2,400 2,300 26.0 60,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

     Arapahoe 1,100 500 24.0 12,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Cheyenne  18,600 11,500 41.0 470,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

     El Paso 4,200 600 21.5 13,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Kiowa  37,500 31,800 36.5 1,159,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Kit Carson  3,900 1,500 57.5 86,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Lincoln  6,800 3,600 32.0 116,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Washington  8,200 3,100 44.5 138,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

     Yuma 4,200 1,500 56.0 84,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Dist 60 Combined Counties 100 100 20.0 2,000 2,500 76.0 190,000 54,000 36.0 1,950,000 

           
Dist 60 East Central 
 
 

87,000 56,500 38.0 2,140,000 2,500 76.0 190,000 54,000 36.0 1,950,000 

Dist 70 Combined Counties 500 … … … … … … … … … 
           
Dist 70 Southwest 500 … … … … … … … … … 

    Dist 80 Combined Counties 1,900 … … … … … … … … … 

     … … … … … … 

Dist 80 San Luis Valley 
 

1,900 … … … … … … … … … 

 Baca  75,500 55,000 27.0 1,480,000 2,800 60.5 170,000 52,200 25.0 1,310,000 

 Bent  4,800 4,300 62.5 268,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Crowley  5,200 3,700 30.0 111,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

    Otero 4,500 1,300 96.0 125,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Prowers 27,500 22,900 54.5 1,250,000 8,900 83.0 740,000 14,000 36.5 510,000 

    Pueblo 4,800 2,100 26.5 56,000 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

 Dist 90 Combined Counties 1,200 300 66.5 20,000 6,400 73.5 470,000 5,300 21.0 110,000 

           
Dist 90 Southeast 123,500 89,600 37.0 3,310,000 18,100 76.0 1,380,000 71,500 27.0 1,930,000 
           
State Total 
 

220,000 150,000 37.0 5,550,000 21,000 76.0 1,600,000 129,000 30.5 3,950,000 

1/     Planted for all purposes. 
(D)   Data published in combined counties or districts to avoid disclosure of individual operations. 

 


