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COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Dry conditions returned to the crop growing are&<Colorado this year even though mountain snowpack
measured above average for most of the winter pridgs Water restrictions for irrigation remaineffect for
many prime growing areas in the state and diraoflyenced planting decisions once again this yeactual
harvested acreage will depend in large part onatheunt of moisture received during the coming msnth
Coloradocorn producers intend to harvest 1,170,000 acres fmndrom the 1,300,000 acres planted in 2008.
This is an increase of 10 percent from last yelavested grain acreage and an 8 percent incregsarited
acreage for all purposessorghum plantings, at 230,000 acres, increased 5 percemt the previous year but
acreage expected to be harvested for grain, ad@8Qincreased 20 percent as growers expect t@staaiarger
proportion of planted acres for grainVinter wheat producers expect to harvest 2,000,000 acres flam t
revised 2,150,000 acres planted in the fall of 200his is 350,000 acres less than last year'sdsaed area.
Spring wheat seedings, at 40,000 acres, doubled the areatircitba from a year ago. Acreage for harvest is
expected to total 38,000 acres, up from 19,000ykest. Oat seedings are down 40% from last year to 45,000
acres but producers plan to harvest 10,000 acregréon, unchanged from 2007Barley planted acres, at
80,000, are 20,000 above last year's acreage. dieghdarvested acres, at 78,000, are 26 percexe &8D7.
Proso millet seedings are expected to total 330,000 acregehis up 22 percent from 200All hay area to be
harvested is expected to increase 30,000 acres drgmar ago to 1,580,000 acreélfalfa hay acreage is
expected to increase 30,000 from last year to 80dxres. All other hay acreage harvested is expected to
equal the last four years at 750,000 acr®8ggar beet plantings increased 2,800 acres from last ye&4t800
acres. The expected harvested area, at 31,508, &£&300 acres above last year. Acres plaotddytbeans,

at 55,000, are up 15 percent from last year. Haedeacres are expected to total 51,080.sunflower planted
area, at 170,000 acres, is 51,000 acres abovgdast Oil type varieties totaled 145,000 acres4@®00 while
non-oil type varieties are set at 25,000 acresl@pP00. Summer potatoes showed a 47 percent increase in
planted acres to 4,400 with the expected harvestexhge set at 4,000 acres.

UNITED STATESHIGHLIGHTS

The 2008corn planted area for all purposes is estimated at ®fll®n acres, down 7 percent from last year
when corn planted area was the highest since 19#4pite the decrease, planted acreage is thedsbagimest
since 1946, behind last year, as high prices coetito provide incentive to plant corn. Growers extpto
harvest 78.9 million acres for grain, down 9 petdeom last year when harvested area was the higiiese
1933. |If realized, this would be the second higlsasce 1944, behind last year. Farmers responidirtge
survey indicated that 97 percent of the intendeth @xreage had been planted at the time of theviate
compared with the 10-year average of 98 percent.

The 2008winter wheat planted area is estimated at 46.6 million acregjrdslightly from the previous estimate
but up 4 percent from 2007. Area harvested fomgisaforecasted at 40.3 million acres, up sligtitym the
June forecast and up 12 percent from last yeant®&d acreage declined from the previous yeararHtrd Red
Winter growing region. States with the most natadtreage decreases are Colorado, Kansas, and TExas
Soft Red Winter growing States all showed an irgeda planted acres from 2007. The largest ineseasre
in Ohio, Tennessee, and lllinois. Compared withgrevious report, harvested acreage decreaséxacast in
several States, with Montana, Nebraska, and Cabosidwing the largest declines. The area expdotdu:
harvested for grain increased from the previousdast in many of the Soft Red growing States. ®intheat
heading progress as of June 1 was behind the Sayeaage in all States except Arizona, Califoraia North
Carolina.

Area planted tother spring wheat for 2008 is estimated at 14.2 million acres, upeicent from last year.
Grain area is expected to total 13.8 million actgs6 percent from 2007. Planted acreage is alastegear’s

level in all States, however, North Dakota, Minntes@nd Colorado decreased from the March fored&s.

largest increases from last year occurred in Sbatkota and Washington, where planted area is u26@Gnd

170,000 acres, respectively.

Area planted tesorghum in 2008 is estimated at 7.27 million acres, dowmefcent from 2007. Area to be
harvested for grain is forecast at 6.41 millioneacralso down 6 percent from last year. Producekansas
expect to plant 2.85 million acres, up 2 perceotnfr2007, while Texas growers expect to plant 2.60om
acres, down 5 percent from the previous year.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Oats area planted is estimated at 3.47 million acreeyweng a continued decline from the 3.76 milliorresc
planted in 2007. This 8 percent decrease fronptheious year will bring the oat crop to anotherorel low
level. Oat acres planted declined or remained amgéd in 23 States and increased in 7 States. ideoaile
decreases in acreage occurred in both North DakwdaSouth Dakota, where growers showed a reduofion
100,000 and 110,000 acres, respectively. OthetesStahowing significant decreases in acreage iedud
Kansas, Minnesota and Colorado. The largest iser@aacreage occurred in California, where antechdil
90,000 acres of oats were sown.

Planted area for the 20@80so millet crop is estimated at 605,000 acres, up 6 percent fast year's total of
570,000 acres. Increases in proso millet plantegbge in Colorado and Nebraska more than offead¢lorease
in South Dakota.

Producers expect to harvest 60.4 million acrealldhay in 2008, down 2 percent from 2007. Harvested &rea
expected to decrease from last year throughouBtkat Plains and the West. Increased acres aseiexpto be
harvested along the East Coast. Expected harvastadf alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures, at 20.8 ioillacres, is
down 4 percent from 2007. Acreage decreased iiCtra Belt, the Southeast, and most of the westeited
States, while acreage increases are expected Ratlkey Mountain States and portions of the Northeas

The 2008soybean planted area is estimated at 74.5 million acrgs,1d percent from 2007. Planted area
increased from last year in all States, and ighivd largest U.S. planted acreage on record. Asedarvest is
forecast at 72.1 million acres, up 15 percent f&9Q7.

Area planted teunflower in 2008 totals 2.16 million acres, up 5 perceatrfr2007. Harvested area is expected
to increase 53,000 acres from last year to 2.0Bomibcres. Planted area of oil type varieties].& million
acres, is up 5 percent from 2007 and the non-oietras, estimated at 314,000 acres, are up 3 pehcen last
year.

Sugarbeet area planted totals 1.08 million acres, down I'eqre from 2007. The area for harvest is foreaast
1.03 million acres, down 18 percent from 2007. nidd acres decreased from 2007 in all States except
Colorado. In Minnesota, the largest sugarbeet gr@\8tate, planting was behind the 5-year average p the
early weeks of May. By May 7, planting was 96 patccomplete in the four major producing Statesmared

with 99 percent last year and 97 percent for tlyed&r-average.

U.S.dry bean growers intend to plant 1.40 million acres in 20808wn slightly from the March 1 forecast and
down 8 percent from 2007. Acres to be harveste2DD8 are estimated at 1.34 million acres, dowergent
from last year. The decrease in planted acresbeaattributed in part to strong prices for comgetinops.
Twelve of the 18 dry bean States decreased plamteghge from last year, two are unchanged, and four
increased acres from 2007.

Growers in thesummer producing States planted an estimated 48,000 awfrgmtatoes this year, down
11 percent from last year and 17 percent below 20B@rvested area is forecast at 45,500 acreseickipt
lower than 2007 and down 16 percent from 2006.ntBthacreage in 7 of the 11 estimating States deede
from 2007. The reduction in acres is due in padrifavorable planting conditions and uncertainewatpplies.



