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CROP PRODUCTION - September 2008
COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Thecorn yield forecast is now estimated at 145.0 bushels per acreu8h@ls above last year’s final yield, but 5 bushels below
the August 1 forecast. The forecast for harvested acres waangechat 1,170,000 acres, up 110,000 acres from the area
harvested for grain in 2007. Corn production is foreag$69.65 million bushels, 13 percent more than last yesotuption.

The sorghum yield is forecast at 27.0 bushels per acre, 2.0 bushels di®vaugust 1 forecast, but 10.0 bushels below last
year’'s crop. Growers are expected to harvest 180,000 acresigpfaoduction at 4.9 million bushels, compared with 5.6
million bushels last year. Theimmer potato yield forecast was unchanged from July 1 at 360 cwt per agr&) cwt from

last year's average vyield. Growers are expected to harveste@d @88, up 1,300 acres from last year's harvested area.
Production is forecast at 1.4 million cwt., 495,000 cwivabast year’s production. Tiseigar beet yield is forecast at 27.0 tons

per acre, up 3.0 tons from the August 1 forecast and Gs8atmove last year’s yield. Production is now forecast gd@@2ons

from 28,600 harvested acres, down from last year's 765¢0@0ftom 29.200 acres.

UNITED STATESHIGHLIGHTS

Corn production is forecast at 12.1 billion bushels, dowrezent from last month and 8 percent below 2007. Based on
conditions as of September 1, yields are expected to averagebWLSA&s per acre, down 2.7 bushels from August but
1.2 bushels above last year. If realized, yield will be thergebahest on record, behind 2004, while production lvellthe
second largest, behind last year. Yield forecasts are lowergdamonth across the northern and eastern Corn Belt and the
Ohio and Tennessee Valleys where the lack of rainfall duringust reduced soil moisture supplies and stressed the crop.
Yield prospects also decreased across much of the middle dippsivalley and adjacent areas of the Great Plains as dry
weather during August eliminated soil moisture surpluses.

Sorghum production is forecast at 426 million bushels, up 4 perfremd last month but down 16 percent from last year.
Expected area for harvest as grain is forecast at 6.44 million aodsanged from last month but down 5 percent from 2007.
Based on September 1 conditions, yield is forecast at 66lkelsuper acre, up 2.4 bushels from last month but down
8.1 bushels from last year. In Kansas, the top produdaig,Syield is expected to average 76 bushels per acre, up 5sbushel
from last month but down 4 bushels from last year. éxaB, the second leading State, yields are expected to average
52 bushels per acre, unchanged from the previous monti tutshels below last year.

Summer Potatoes production is forecast at 14.9 million cwt, up 2 percemnfthe July 1 forecast but down 12 percent from
2007. Harvested acres are estimated at 46,200 acres, 2 percerihakime forecast but 10 percent below last year. If
realized, this will be the lowest harvested acreage on recorerade yield is forecast at 324 cwt per acre, up 3 cwt from July
but down 8 cwt from 2007. Colorado’s growing conditiavere reported as good with harvest starting later tharahdtra to
delayed planting and early hail damage.

Sugar besets production in 2008 is forecast at 26.1 million tonsyd@ percent from the August forecast and down 18 percent
from last year. Production forecasts are down from last yeatl iestimating States except Colorado. Growers expect to
harvest 1.06 million acres in 2008, up 1 percent from thguaiiforecast but down 15 percent from last year. The yield
forecast, at 24.7 tons per acre, is up 0.6 ton from Augustdown 0.9 ton from 2007. Yield expectations are hidjieen last
month in all States except North Dakota and Washington.
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