United States Department of Agriculture

l—___J\SDA National Agricultural Statistics Service
= News Release

Cooperating with Colorado Department of Agriculture January 11, 2008
645 Parfet St., Suite W-201 - Lakewood, CO 80215

ANNUAL CROP SUMMARY - 2007 CROPS

COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Colorado experienced an unusual 2006-2007 wintér thiree major blizzards bringing much needed raoésto the
crop growing areas of the State. Spring moisture ago abundant setting the stage for an excajlenting season for
both spring and summer crops. A dry fall addeddguarvest conditions for summer crops. The 200 far grain crop
was estimated at 150.52 million bushels, 12 perabate last year’s output. The average yield @&.Q4ushels per acre
was 14.0 bushels per acre below the yield achiéaatd/ear as a higher proportion of dryland acras harvested. Area
harvested for grain in 2007, at 1.06 million acneas 200,000 acres greater than last year. Acreatg®r corn silage
was set at 110,000 acres, up 20,000 acres fronyéast Sorghum for grain production was estimate8.55 million
bushels, up 64 percent from the previous year.ra@geyield was estimated at 37.0 bushels per apr&1.0 bushels per
acre from last year. Producers harvested 150,06 dor grain, 20,000 acres more than last yeaga. Proso millet
production in the state was estimated at 8.58 anilbhushels, up from 5.36 million bushels produ@ed year. Farmers
harvested 260,000 acres of proso, up 5,000 fronptheious year. Yields were also up 12.0 bushedsaming 33.0
bushels per acre. Dry edible bean production whats/36,000 cwt, 35 percent below the 2006 cfdplet million cwt.
Average yield was estimated at 1,600 pounds per, 800 pounds below last year as a greater propasfithe crop was
non-irrigated. Harvested area, at 46,000 acres, 00 less than last year due to reduced pigmtin

The final 2007 all wheat production for Coloradb98.5 million bushels, was 2.3 times the productdtained the
previous year. Winter wheat production was esthatt 94.0 million bushels, 236 percent of last’gedrought
stressed crop and the largest crop since 1999. afideeharvested for grain was estimated at 2.3omé#écres, up
from 1.9 million acres harvested last year. Goalt deeding conditions combined with a moist spiimgreased
average yield per acre to 40.0 bushels, 19.0 bsistielve last year and the second highest yieleé@rd. The area
seeded last fall for this year’s crop was estimaite®l.5 million acres. This year's spring wheatpcwas estimated
at 1,520,000 bushels, down 6 percent from lastyeaop. The average yield of 80.0 bushels pez a@s 5 bushels
below last year. The area harvested for grainestisnated at 19,000 acres from 20,000 seeded.r&ldls barley
production in 2007 was estimated at 7.25 millioshrls, up 50 percent from a year ago. The aveymig per
acre, at 125.0 bushels, was 10 bushels abovedast yrhe area harvested for grain was estimaté8,800 acres,
up from 42,000 acres in 2006. Production of oat2007 totaled 800,000 bushels, 14 percent abasteykar.
Average yield was placed at 80.0 bushels per d€rdushels above last year’s crop. The area havésr grain
was estimated at 10,000 acres, equal to the argastad last year. Acres seeded to oats totalg@D@5n 2007
down 10,000 acres from last year.

Colorado’s 2007 alfalfa hay production was placed.@6 million tons from 800,000 acres harvest&te average yield
for the 2007 crop was 3.7 tons per acre, one-tehthton below last year. All other hay producttotaled 1.43 million
tons from 750,000 acres harvested. The averads ¢fiel.9 tons per acre was equal to the yieldrsthlast year. Hay
stocks on farms and ranches in Colorado totaledn#lbn tons on December 1, 2007, up 13 percemif2.13 million

tons on hand the previous year.

Fall potato growers in the San Luis Valley produ@8d8 million cwt of potatoes this year, down 8geat from
last year’s crop. Average yield was 355 cwt peeadown 25 cwt per acre from last year’s yielcheTharvested
area of 59,100 acres this year was 600 acresHansr 2006.The summer potato yield, at 360 cwt per acre, egual
last year's average yield. Growers harvested 2a808s, down 800 acres from last year’'s harvesesal aProduction is
set at 1.0 million cwt., down from last year’s puotion of 1.3 million cwt. The state’s sugarbeetpcof 765,000 tons for
2007 was down 14 percent from the 889,000 tonsymedlin 2006. Producers harvested 29,200 acr2@0n. Average
yield was estimated at 26.2 tons per acre. Sumflqwoduction was set at 135.80 million pounds frth3,000 acres
harvested. Average yield was 1,202 pounds per, agrefrom 1,168 pounds last year. Production éfvarieties
increased 39 percent from the previous year toOLfrllion pounds and production of non-oil varistidecreased 20
percent to 20.8 million pounds.

UNITED STATESHIGHLIGHTS

Corn for grain production in 2007 is estimated &tL1billion bushels, down 1 percent from the Novenforecast but 24
percent above 2006. The average U.S. grain ygelkesiimated at 151.1 bushels per acre, down 1.8elsusrom the
November forecast but 2.0 bushels above 2006. Z06& yield estimate is the second highest on redmdind 2004,
while production is the largest on record as pregeibarvested the most corn acres for grain sii88.1 Sorghum grain
production in 2007 is estimated at 505 million krlshdown 2 percent from the November forecas8@ypercent above
2006. Planted area is estimated at 7.72 millioesaap 18 percent from last year, and area haddet grain, at 6.81
million acres, is up 38 percent from 2006. Averggain yield, at 74.2 bushels per acre, is downkighels from the
previous forecast but up 18 bushels from last year.
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All wheat production totals 2.07 billion bushels2007, unchanged from the Small Grains 2007 Sumrbatyup 14
percent from 2006. Grain area is 51.0 million actg 9 percent from last year. The U.S. yieldd$ bushels per acre,
up 1.8 bushels from last year. The level of producand change from last year by type are: winteeat, 1.52 billion
bushels, up 17 percent; other spring wheat, 47Bomibushels, up 4 percent; Durum wheat, 71.7 amillbushels, up 34
percent. The 2007 winter wheat production is et at 1.52 billion bushels, unchanged from thalS@&rains 2007
Summary but up 17 percent from last year. The Wed is 42.2 bushels per acre, up 0.5 bushel flashyear's final
yield. Area harvested for grain is estimated a0 3#6illion acres, up 16 percent from the previoeary Hard Red Winter
harvested acreage is up about 21 percent fromréh@opis year while Soft Red Winter harvested acrgagip about 15
percent. Other spring wheat production for 200@éssmated at 479 million bushels, unchanged froenSmall Grains
2007 Summary but up 4 percent from last year. ekpd area is 12.9 million acres, down 7 percem f2006. The
U.S. yield is 37.0 bushels per acre, up 3.8 budhais last year.

Barley production is estimated at 212 million bushenchanged from the Small Grains 2007 Summatypu.8 percent
from last year. Average vield per acre, at 60.4hels, is 0.7 bushel below 2006. The area hamidstegrain is
estimated at 3.51 million acres, 19 percent aboyeaa ago. Harvested acreage is up in the topdadey-producing
States from the previous season. Acreage harvestgrn40,000 in Idaho, 100,000 in Montana, 395j@08orth Dakota,
and 35,000 in Washington resulting in higher praidincthat last year. The 2007 oat production tsreded at a record
low 91.6 million bushels, unchanged from the Sn@hin 2007 Summary but down 2 percent from last.yeghe
estimated yield is 60.9 bushels per acre, up 1shdia from the previous year. Area planted to matsstimated at a
record low 3.76 million acres, down 10 percent frd@06. Harvested area, at 1.51 million acres,perent below last
year. This is the smallest acreage harvestedr&in gn record, continuing a steady downward trefide largest decline
occurred in Wisconsin, where area harvested fonglecreased 70,000 acres from last year.

All hay production of dry hay for 2007 is estimadl50 million tons, up 2 percent from the Octobdéorecast and up 6
percent from the 2006 total. Area harvested, a &iillion acres, is down slightly from the Octolderecast but up 1
percent from 2006. The average yield, at 2.44 fwarsacre, is up 0.05 ton from October and up @bOfrom the
previous year. Alfalfa and Alfalfa Mixtures hay piction in 2007 is estimated at 72.6 million tomg,slightly from the
October 1 forecast and less than 1 percent abo®8. 2Blarvested area, at 21.7 million acres, is rtqyg above the
October forecast and the previous year. The aeeymdd is 3.35 tons per acre, 0.02 ton below teipus forecast and
0.01 ton below 2006. All other hay production B0Z totaled 77.7 million tons, up 3 percent from @ctober 1 forecast
and up 11 percent from 2006. Area for harvestQad million acres, is down 1 percent from Octotetr 1 percent above
last year. The average yield is estimated at th@% per acre, up 0.08 ton from October and up @A 7rom last year.

Sugarbeets production for 2007 is estimated 31lBomions, 6 percent below the 2006 estimate bpéertent above the
November forecast. Estimated yield, at 25.6 tarsgere, is 0.5 ton lower than last year's recagt field and 0.2 ton
below November. Growers harvested 1.25 millioreac# percent below last year. Area planted, at thiflion acres, is
7 percent below the 2006 estimate. The 2007 suefigmoduction totals 2.89 billion pounds, up 35ceat from 2006
but down 28 percent from 2005. The U.S. averaghlyper acre increased 226 pounds from last ye&rd®/ pounds.
Planted area, at 2.07 million acres, is 6 percbav@ last year but 24 percent below 2005. Areadsted increased 14
percent from last year to 2.01 million acres. Rurtithn of proso millet for 2007 is estimated atGLGillion bushels, up
63 percent from 2006 and 22 percent higher thab.2@0anted area, at 570,000 acres, is down 2 iptefiroen 2006 while
harvested area, at 515,000 acres, is up 8 per¢tanvested area and yield increased from last iyeall three States in
the estimating program (Colorado, Nebraska, andhSdakota). The average yield is estimated at BAshels per acre,
up 10.8 bushels from last year. This is the highesso millet yield since the 33.2 bushel yielB01.



