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FIELD CROPS 
CROP PRODUCTION

November 13, 2007 
 

FLORIDA 
 

WEATHER:  Showers during most of October slowed some field activities. The rains and warm temperatures during most of the month 
boosted the development of late plantings of peanuts. Growers in Santa Rosa County had defoliated nearly half of their cotton by the 
end of the first week in October.  However, heavy rains in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties around mid-month knocked open bolls 
off plants with a considerable amount of cotton on the ground by the end of the month. The ample rains at the end of the month 
delayed some peanut digging and lowered peanut quality in fields dug but not combined. Lesser amounts of rain around Lake 
Okeechobee during October kept most sugarcane cutting on schedule. During early November, dry weather aided the harvesting of 
crops with peanut digging 95 percent done by November 11th.  However, cold temperatures arrived during the first week of 
November as low temperatures fell into the 20s and 30s in some Panhandle and northern Peninsula localities. 
 
COTTON:  As of November 1, yield was forecast at 585 pounds per acre, 59 pounds or 9 percent below last month’s estimate of 644 
pounds per acre, and 204 pounds or 26 percent below last year’s average of  789 pounds per acre. Heavy rains over the western 
Panhandle during mid-November lowered yield prospects with a significant amount of cotton on the ground as of November 1. 
Growers expected to gin 100,000 480-pound bales.  This was a decrease of 10,000 bales or 9 percent from the October 1 forecast, and 
was down 66,000 bales or nearly 40 percent from last year. Acreage to be picked totaled 82,000 acres, equal to the earlier forecast. 
Last year growers picked 101,000 acres. 
 
PEANUTS:  Yield, forecast at 2,500 pounds per acre, dropped 200 pounds per acre or 7 percent from the previous month’s forecast. 
Producers reported some higher than expected yields from the late plantings due to timely rainfall. Last year, yield also averaged 
2,500 pounds per acre. As of November 1, growers expected production to total  287.5 million pounds, down 23.0 million pounds or 7 
percent from the October 1 estimate, and down 12.5 million pounds from last year’s 300.0 million pounds produced. Producers 
expected to dig 115,000 acres, down 5,000 acres or 4 percent from last year’s acreage of 120,000 acres harvested. The warm weather 
during October aided the maturation of late plantings. Scattered storms during the last half of the month allowed digging to gain 
momentum by loosening soils; however, the rainfall caused slight delays in combining as growers waited for the unearthed vines and 
nuts to dry. 
 
SUGARCANE:  Yield for sugar and seed was set at 36.9 tons per acre, unchanged from last month. Last year, yield averaged 35.9 tons 
per acre. Production of sugar and seed calculated to 14,612,000 tons, up 266,000 tons or 2 percent from last year. Acreage to be 
harvested was set at 396,000 acres, down 4,000 acres or 1 percent from a year ago. Harvest started during the first week of October. 
As of November 1, all mills were open.  In Palm Beach County, wetland growth was reported as average.  In Hendry County, the 
sandland harvest started by early October.  Harvest progressed without any major delays during November. No immediate pest 
pressures were reported during the initial phase of the harvest.  However, Orange Rust may negatively impact some of the new seed 
variety programs. 
 
 

UNITED STATES 
 

COTTON:  Upland cotton production is forecast at 18.1 million 480-pound bales, up 4 percent from last month but down 13 percent 
from last year.  A record high yield of 845 pounds per acre is forecasted for upland cotton.  Upland cotton harvested area, at 10.3 
million acres, is unchanged from last month but down 17 percent from last year.  Production is higher in the Southwest and lower 
Delta regions with growers expecting record yields in Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.  In Florida, Missouri, and 
Tennessee, producers are expecting lower upland production than last month. 
 
PEANUTS:  Production is forecast at 3.47 billion pounds, up 1 percent from last month and up marginally from last year.  Area for 
harvest is expected to total 1.19 million acres, unchanged from October but down 2 percent from last year.  Yields are expected to 
average 2,913 pounds per acre, up 40 pounds from last month and up 50 pounds from 2006.  Production in the Southeast States 
(Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina) is expected to total 2.47 billion pounds, up 1 percent from October but 
down 2 percent from last year's level.  Expected area for harvest, at 866,000 acres, is unchanged from October but down 7 percent 
from 2006.  Yields in the region are expected to average 2,855 pounds per acre, up 36 pounds from last month and 145 pounds above 
2006.  As of October 28,  peanut harvest was 55 percent complete in Alabama, 80 percent complete in Florida, and 57 percent 
complete in Georgia.  Alabama lagged behind its 5-year average by 22 percentage points, while Florida and Georgia lagged their 5-
year averages by 11 and 21 points, respectively.  Peanut harvest in South Carolina, at 84 percent complete, was ahead of the 5-year 
average by 10 points. 
 
CORN:  Production is forecast at 13.2 billion bushels, down 1 percent from last month but 25 percent above 2006.  Based on 
conditions as of November 1, yields are expected to average 153.0 bushels per acre, down 1.7 bushels from October but 3.9 bushels 
above last year.  If realized, this yield would be the second highest on record, behind 2004.  Production would be the largest on record 
as producers expect to harvest the most corn acres for grain since 1933.  Forecast yields are lower than last month across the northern 
and western Corn Belt and adjacent areas of the Great Plains where actual harvest results are revealing that the impact of the hot, dry 
conditions during pollination was worse than initially expected.  Producers in the Ohio Valley, Tennessee Valley, and mid-Atlantic 
States reported higher yields than last month. 
 
SOYBEANS:   Production is forecast at 2.59 billion bushels, down slightly from the October forecast and down 19 percent from last 
year's record high.  Based on November 1 conditions, yields are expected to average 41.3 bushels per acre, down 0.1 bushel from last 
month and down 1.4 bushels from last year.  Compared with last month, yields are forecast higher in Indiana, Michigan, Texas, and 
most of the Mid-Atlantic region as producers are realizing higher yields than expected.  In contrast, yield prospects decreased or were 
unchanged across the remainder of the Nation as harvest progressed.  Area for harvest in the U.S. is forecast at 62.8 million acres, 
unchanged from last month but down 16 percent from 2006.  
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SUGARCANE:  Production of sugarcane for sugar and seed in 2007 is forecast at 30.4 million tons, unchanged from the October 
forecast but up 3 percent from 2006.  Sugarcane growers intend to harvest 883,500 acres for sugar and seed during the 2007 crop year, 
unchanged from October but 14,600 acres less than last year.  Yield is forecast at 34.4 tons per acre, the same as last month but up 1.5 
tons from last year.  The crop in Louisiana follows the same trend as Florida with harvested acreage down 15,000 acres, yield up 1.7 
tons, and production up 3 percent from 2006.  Yields are forecast above last year in all producing States except Texas, where the yield 
is expected to decline 0.3 ton. 
 
 

CROP PRODUCTION:  Acreage for harvest and forecasts of yield and production for Florida 
and United States as of November 1, 2007 with comparisons 

Harvested acreage Yield per acre Production 

Crop 
2006 

For 
harvest 
2007 

2006 Indicated 
2007 

Unit 
2006 Indicated 

2007 

 Thousands   Thousands 
FLORIDA 
 
Cotton  101 82 789 585 1/ 166 100 
Peanuts  120 115 2,500 2,500 Lbs. 300,000 287,500 
Pecans, All 2/     Lbs. 500 1,000 

Improved Varieties 2/     Lbs. 200 900 
Native and Seedling 2/     Lbs. 300 100 

Potatoes: 
Winter 2/ 5.5 3/ 250 3/ Cwt 1,375 3/ 
Spring 2/ 22.6 27.2 285 284 Cwt 6,441 7,726 

Sugarcane 2/ 400 396 35.9 36.9 Ton 14,346 14,612 
Tobacco, Type 14 2/ 1.1 4/ 2,600 4/ Lbs. 2,860 4/ 

 
UNITED STATES 

Corn for grain 70,648 86,071 149.1 153.0 Bu. 10,534,868 13,167,741 
Cotton, All 5/ 12,731.5 10,543.0 814 859 1/ 21,587.8 18,861.5 
Hay, Alfalfa 2/ 21,384 21,451 3.35 3.37 Ton 71,666 72,347 
Hay, All Other 2/ 39,423 40,338 1.78 1.87 Ton 70,000 75,617 
Peanuts for nuts  1,210 1,190 2,863 2,913 Lbs. 3,464,250 3,466,400 
Pecans, All 2/     Lbs. 206,300 319,605 

Improved Varieties 2/     Lbs. 151,130 260,361 
Native and Seedling 2/     Lbs. 55,170 59,244 

Potatoes: 
Winter 2/ 17.5 11.5 257 215 Cwt 4,495 2,473 
Spring 2/ 67.5 70.4 293 294 Cwt 19,766 20,668 
Summer 2/ 53.9 50.3 337 328 Cwt 18,166 16,504 
Fall  1,121.9 1,130.0 393 396 Cwt 441,348 447,970 

Rice 2,821 2,731 6,868 7,247 6/ 193,736 197,911 
Sorghum for grain 4,937 6,702 56.2 76.8 Bu. 277,538 514,681 
Soybeans for beans 74,602 62,818 42.7 41.3 Bu. 3,188,247 2,594,275 
Sugarbeets 1,303.6 1,241.4 26.1 25.4 Ton 34,064 31,560 
Sugarcane for 

Sugar and seed 2/ 898.1 883.5 32.9 34.4 Ton 29,580 30,411 
Tobacco, All 2/ 338.9 355.1 2,144 2,000 Lbs. 726,644 709,965 
Wheat, All: 2/ 46,810 51,011 38.7 40.5 Bu. 1,812,036 2,066,722 

Winter 2/ 31,117 35,952 41.7 42.2 Bu. 1,298,081 1,515,989 
Durum 2/ 1,815 2,112 29.5 33.9 Bu. 53,475 71,686 
Other spring 2/ 13,878 12,947 33.2 37.0 Bu. 460,480 479,047 

1/ Yield in pounds, production in 480 pound net weight bales. 
2/ Estimates for current year carried forward from earlier forecast. 
3/ Winter potatoes combined with spring. 
4/ Estimates discontinued in 2007. 

5/ Includes both upland and Amer-Pima cotton. 
6/ Yield in pounds, production in hundredweight. Includes sweet rice production. 

 


