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i Idaho Peach Production Forecast Up 50 Percent
Dear Respondent:

from 2007
This issue of the Idaho Crop and Livestock Idaho is expecting a 2008 peach crop of 10,500 tons, up
Producers’ News covers the results of the July 50 percent from last year and up 17 percent from 2006. If

Peach Survey. Peach production is reported for

realized, it will be the largest peach production in Idaho
Idaho, selected states, and the U.S. gestp P

since 1955. Idaho orchards experienced little damage
this spring. A good crop is forecasted since the trees are

This release is sent to survey participants in ]
fully rested after a light 2007 crop.

appreciation for their time spent responding to the
survey. For more information contact us at nass-
id@nass.usda.gov or at 1-800-691-9987. Thank The U.S. peach production forecast is 1.10 million tons,
you for reporting and your continued support. down 3 percent from 2007 but 9 percent above the 2006
crop. Nineteen of the 28 Freestone peach estimating
States expect increases in production from last year,
. while eight States decreased their production from the
Sincerely, previous season, and one State showed no change.
/Jﬂ/%%/, Freestone production, at 717,150 tons, is up 15 percent
William R. Meyer from last season. The California Clingstone crop is
Director forecast at 380,000 tons, equal to the June 1 forecast but
24 percent below the 2007 crop. The California Freestone
crop is forecast at 430,000 tons, equal to the June 1
forecast but 4 percent below the 2007 crop.

In 2007, devastating cold temperatures in early April damaged peach orchards in the Atlantic States from New York to
Georgia with production in the southeastern States affected the most. Conditions have been more conducive to peach
production thus far this season. The South Carolina peach crop, at 55,000 tons, is down 15 percent from the June 1
forecast but 42,500 tons above 2007. Conditions declined from the June 1 forecast with scattered hailstorms and drought-
like conditions reported. Many peach producers reported a good crop, but some sustained damage from localized
hailstorms. However, peach tree fruit set remained rather heavy and the potential for a good crop remained. Georgia’s
peach crop is forecast at 35,000 tons, equal to the June 1 forecast but 169 percent above the frost-damaged 2007 crop.
Several days of freezing temperatures in late March and the first half of April damaged the crop. Losses were variable by
varieties and orchard locations, but damage occurred mostly on early varieties across the State. Many areas, however,
escaped the freeze and were expecting near normal production. Pennsylvania and New Jersey showed production
increases from a year ago at 19 percent and 6 percent, respectively. Fruit set and overall conditions were reported as good
in both States. Favorable conditions were reported throughout the southeastern, central, and mid-Atlantic States with
production increases expected. Freezing temperatures in Michigan and hail damage in New York lowered production
expectations by 22 percent and 10 percent, respectively. In Washington and Oregon, a cold, wet spring lowered
production expectations. Washington’s production is expected to decrease 8 percent from a year ago, while Oregon
producers are expecting a 27 percent decline.
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Peaches: Total Production by Type, State and United States,
2006 — 2007 and Forecasted 2008

State 2006 2007 2008
Tons Tons Tons
Alabama 9,000 3,000 10,000
Arkansas 4,200 15 4,800
California Freestone 353,000 446,000 430,000
Colorado 14,000 13,000 15,000
Connecticut 900 1,100 1,100
Georgia 41,000 13,000 35,000
Idaho 9,000 7,000 10,500
Illinois 11,370 100 10,800
Kentucky 1,100 10 1,000
Louisiana 550 600 550
Maryland 3,650 3,300 4,300
Massachusetts 1,400 1,650 1,500
Michigan 18,900 20,500 16,000
Missouri 6,390 15 4,400
New Jersey 34,000 32,000 34,000
New York 7,000 6,300 5,700
North Carolina 5,630 650 6,000
Ohio 3,240 4,100 5,500
Oklahoma 1,800 1,000 1,800
Oregon 2,100 3,000 2,200
Pennsylvania 21,600 19,400 23,000
South Carolina 60,000 12,500 55,000
Tennessee 1,900 v 1,900
Texas 1,590 8,700 5,500
Utah 5,600 4,500 4,800
Virginia 4,000 1,600 4,200
Washington 23,000 18,500 17,000
West Virginia 5,200 4,200 5,600
Total Above 651,120 625,740 717,150
California Clingstone 359,000 503,000 380,000
United States 1,010,120 1,128,740 1,097,150

1/ No significant commercial production in 2007 due to freeze damage.

A THANK YOU TO ALL IDAHO FARM AND RANCH OPERATORS

Your cooperation in completing agricultural surveys from this office is greatly APPRECIATED. Accurate, useful estimates are vital
in decision making. All estimates derived from these surveys, along with other pertinent agricultural data, are published in our regular
series of releases. All NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet. For access, connect to the Internet and go
to the NASS Home Page at: http://www.nass.usda.gov. If you have any questions or require additional information, you may reach us
toll free at 1-800-691-9987.



