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CORN planting was reported as being about 5%
complete by April 26, compared with 10% last
year, and 13% for the S5-year average (1976-
80). Wet field conditions, particulariy
over the ncrthern half of the State, slowed
planting progress.

WINTER WHEAT was reported as 33% excellent,
65% good, and 2% fair. Wheat is starting
1o head out in the southern part of the
State.

FA was reported as 19% excellent, 75%

[, and 6% fair as of April 2k,

PASTURES on April 24 were reported as 18%
excellent, 73% good, and 9% fair. Pastures,
orn April 26, were supplying about 65% of the
livestock roughage requirements, compared
with 47% last year and the 5-year average
of SL%.

SOIL MOISTURE was reported as 12% short,
78% adequate and 10% surplus as of April 2L.

For the week ending April 24, an average
of 1.25 DAYS was SUITABLE for FIELDWORK.

MATIN ACTIVITIES include soil Preparaticn,
seeding corn, applying fertilizer, and
general chores.

CHAMPAIGN SOIL MOISTURE

The Illinois State Water Survey regularly
monitors soil moisture at a site a few
miles west of Champaign. As of April 21,
the uppermost 6 ft. contained about 61%
ﬁa@mﬂl&nt available moisture, a one percent
- ase since last week. Almost two-thirds

(0.63) inch of precipitation fell during
the week prior to the observation, but only
0.16 (25%) inch entered the ground, the
rest lost to runoff or evaporation. 1In
spite of the recent precipitation, the
uppermost 16 inches of soil exhibited a
decrease in soil moisture, with increases
from 3 ft. to 6 ft. This is due tc the
neager amount of recent precipitation, and
the relatively fast percolation rate of
this soil.

WEATHER

TEMPERATURES for the period of April 20-26
averaged 2 degrees to 5 degrees below
normal  over most of the State and thus
ending a b-week warm period. Some westerrn
and central sections recorded normal temper-
atures, while the area near St. Louis, MC
was the only area above normal. Readings
dropped below freezing during part of the
week in the northern half of the State, but
by the 26th most areas were recording maxi-
mum readings from 70 degrees to 85 degrees.

PRECIPITATION was very scattered as it
ranged from .33 cf an inch to 1.60. Heavy
rains deluged parts of Northern Illinois
with more than an inch during a 2i-hour
period on the 22nd, which caused some local
flooding. The following day some southrern
sections received more than one inch. The
western half cf the State received the
least amount of rainfall.

The OUTLOOK Tor the period of April 28
through May 4 is for temperatures and
Drecipitation to be near normal.

ILLINOIS CROP REPORTING DISTRICT SUMMARY

Days Suitable for NW NE W C E WswW ESE SW SE STATFE
fieldwork: (week
ending April 24) 2.0 2.0 —_— 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.5 2.9 3.C 1.25
Soil Moisture %:
(as of April 24) Short - - - 5 - 5 15 35 50 12
Adequate | 75 85 90 80 90 95 85 55 50 78
Surplus 25 15 10 15 10 —_— - 10 - 10
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ILLINOIS WEATHER

MONTHLY AND WEEKLY TEMPERATURE DEPARTURES IN DEGREES

b‘ar . 30_
%w%“/ Feb. Mar. Apr.5 Apr.€-12  Apr.13-19 Apr.20-26
Chicago +2 +1 +11 +7 +6 -5
Moline +2 +2 +16 +8 +3 -3
Springfield +2 +5 +15 +12 +7 0
Sc¢. Central +2 +1 +11 +10n +7 0
PRECIPITATION:
First figure--current week, 4°17-23
U | L L | April 27 , . Parentheses - -previous week

o . _‘Temperatures : Growing Degrec Days * Asterisk--Friday -Sunday
e s : Weekending Fri.6 A. M.: Week ending Mon, 6 A. M. M--Missing. T--Trace.
STATION : Maxi- :Mini=: Aver- :Current:3- yr.:Totals:Totals dubugque,Ia.®

;mum smum_;  age  : week :avg, : 1980 ; 1931 o Rockford Antioch
Dubuqie, & - =" =798 Iy Tgz—Tor  MOLOTNSERER 0 BEUH i Be
Noline T80 30 52 . 43 149 159 239 95 Lo |la=;‘«)a>‘-* fary
Rocklord _—~""7 "780 _ " 08 7730 .27 ""TI8 123 188 400 S
Chivago O'Hare:s 82 29 18, %7 113 T I 212 . Dakalp s .
Quincy : 11 35 55 : 6o 179 178 38 . .
Decatur T 7733 54 . 54 160 145 266 Lton Dan 13 185 (1.54)
Peoria .80 33 53 411 151 141 249
Springfield : 81 36 o7 63 184 172 3117 R . Jol.“t
Cairo .82 46 66_: 01 280 24l 109 ot - IR Tt v
St. Louis . -- -- -~ : 89 230 2Ic 301l . . Kolino :
¥ Totals are accumulated from April I, .43 2*31;3'5) M (3.04) | Ottova

Growing deprec days(¢:D0's) are caleulated by subtracting a 50~
degree (F) base temperature from the average of the maxinmm
amd minimum temperatures for the day, ’l‘te daily maximum '
wemperatute is limited to 86 degrees (F) and daily minimum o

vdegrees (F). Thus, if the mean temperature for the day i j
o degrees, then 25 GDD's will have been accumulated. !
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