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CROPS

WINTER WHEAT condition on March 18 was reported as 10% excellent, 73% good, and
17% fair. The lack of plant growth makes it difficult to determine the extent
of any winterkill, but only minimal damage 1s reported due to freezing,
thawing, and ponding. The northern third of the State reported that the wheat
crop 1s 1n good condition because of snow cover most of the winter, while the
southern two-thirds received limited benefit from snow cover. All districts
except East-Southeast and Southwest are reporting shortages of moisture which
could slow down early crop development. Excellent weather conditions have
allowed farmers to start applying nitrogen to the winter wheat crop.

SOIL MOISTURE on March 18 was reported as 287 short, 647 adequate, and 8%
surplus,

LIVESTOCK conditions are mostly good across Illinois, as the mild temperatures
have been favorable for increased gain and feed efficiency for livestock,
helped by clean and dry feedlots. Mild weather conditions have also been good
for the start of the new spring calf crop. A few reports of TGE and pneumonia
were received. Hay supplies are reported adequate over the majority of the
State except for a few spot shortages reported in the southern two-thirds of
the State.

ILLINOIS DISTRICT SUMMARY

H Winter wheat condition : Soil
District : : : : moisture percent

:Excellent : Good : Fair : Short : Adequate : Surplus

: As of March 18
Northwest : 0 85 15 45 55 0
Northeast : 0 50 50 40 60 0
West : 10 70 20 55 45 0
Central : 0 65 35 40 60 0
East : 0 75 25 20 75 5
West-Southwest: 15 70 15 15 75 10
East-Southeast: 5 85 10 0 80 20
Southwest : 20 75 5 0 65 35
Southeast : 5 75 20 35 55 10
State : 10 73 17 28 64 8




PRELIMINARY DISTRICT PRECIPITATION AVGS. AND DEPARTURES FROM NORMAL IN INCHES
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FEBRUARY WEATHER SUMMARY

Illinois recorded below normal temperatures and near normal precipitation.

The Statewide

average monthly TEMPERATURE was
temperatures ranged from 1 to 5 degrees below normal.

2.9 degrees below normal as
The warmest portion of

the State was the southern sections, while the coolest area was in the North.

The month started with temperatures falling below normal by

first week, This cold period 1lasted

the end of the
until the end of the third week, with

minimum readings falling to as low as 14 degrees below zero in the northwest

area.

A warm trend developed during the end of the month as maximum readings

climbed into the 50's in the North and 60's in the south.

PRECIPITATION averaged near normal in
normal).
while the South was above normal.
the East-Southeast District

the State (0.14 of an inch above

The northern half of the State received below normal precipitation,
The largest above normal variation was
(1.89 inches above normal).

in
The largest below

normal variation was in the Central District (0.65 of an inch below normal).

Hutsonville,

February was in the Northeast District
the month was wet, with up to 3 inches of
areas during a 24-hour period on the lst.

On the 9th to 10th of the month, the
of snow on many sections of the State
amounts).

The OUTLOOK
and precipitation to be near normal.

The
precipitation to be above normal.
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in the East-Southeast District,
precipitation during the month (6.02 inches).

90-DAY OUTLOOK from March through May 1is

.received the largest total
The least total amount for
(0.43 of an inch). The first half of
precipitation falling on the southern
The latter half of February was dry.
heaviest snowstorm laid 2 to 6 inches
(The North received the heaviest

March 15 thru April 15 is for temperatures to be below normal

for temperatures and
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WEATHER SUMMARY, MARCH 1-15, 1988

FOR THE PERIOD MARCH 1 THROUGH 15 ILLINOIS TEMPERATURES AVERAGED NEAR TO A
LITTLE ABOVE NORMAL. HOWEVER, THOSE AVERAGES CONCEAL A WIDE RANGE OF EXTREME
TEMPERATURES DURING THE FIRST HALF OF MARCH. MAXIMUMS ROSE TO NEAR 60 DEGREES
IN THE NORTH AND THE MID-60'S TO AROUND 70 DEGREES CENTRAL AND SOUTH DURING THE
SECOND WEEK, FOLLOWING MINIMUMS IN THE TEENS DURING THE FIRST WEEK. OVERALL
AVERAGES WERE NORMAL FOR CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN SECTIONS AND 2 TO 4 DEGREES ABOVE
NORMAL IN THE NORTH.

PRECIPITATION TOTALS REFLECTED WIDE VARIATION AS WELL. TOTALS IN THE NORTHWEST
SECTOR WERE LESS THAN A QUARTER-~INCH WHILE QUARTER TO HALF-INCH AMOUNTS WERE
MORE TYPICAL OF NORTHEAST AND CENTRAL SECTIONS. 1IN GENERAL TOTALS NORTH AND
CENTRAL WERE A HALF TO ONE INCH BELOW NORMAL. THE SOUTH RECEIVED THE LION'S
SHARE OF PRECIPITATION WITH WATER EQUIVALENT TOTALS AVERAGING CLOSE TO 1.5
INCHES. A FEW SPOTS RECEIVED MORE THAN TWO INCHES EXCEEDING NORMALS THERE BY A
HALF TO THREE-QUARTERS OF AN INCH.

ON BALANCE A WARMING TREND WAS EVIDENT IN SOIL TEMPERATURES. MINIMUMS FOR THE
PERIOD WERE AT OR JUST BELOW FREEZING AT THE FOUR-INCH DEPTH AND AVERAGES FOR
THE TWO-WEEK PERIOD RANGED BETWEEN MID-30'S AND MID-40'S ACROSS THE STATE.
MAXIMUMS REACHED THE MID-40'S TO MID-50'S.

PRECIPITATION (INCHES) TEMPERATURE DEVIATION FROM
MARCH 1-15, 1988 AVERAGE (OF) MARCH 1-15, 1988
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