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Cooler temperatures, intermittent rain, and abundant soil moisture supplies
put a lid on the flurry of field work started two weeks ago. The rain reportedly
packed the ground in some areas, while in other areas erosion problems occurred
on freshly worked soil. Every district reported some percentage of surplus
moisture, and most farmers were waiting for sunshine and warmer days. More grain
was moving to elevators as many farmers prepare to start planting again. Fruit
looked good, with apples blossoming and strawberries progressing nicely. seed,
fertilizer, and pesticides were still in good supply, despite the rail strike
threat which soon passed. Last week activities included spring tillage, minimal
corn planting and ocat seeding, repairing equipment, trimming brush, and ditching
fields where water ponding resulted from the rains. For the week of April 13-19,
there was an average of one and one-half days suitable for fieldwork.

CORN planting, as of April 21, was reported as 9% complete, compared to 1%
last year and the 5-year average of 8%. The most corn acreage planted was in the
West Southwest District followed by the Southwest and Central Districts.

WINTER WHEAT condition, as of April 19, was reported as 5% excellent, 70%
good, 23% fair, and 2% poor. There is still some concern and various reports on
the extent of winter kill, but overall, winter wheat looks good.

OAT seeding, as of April 21, was 75% complete compared to 69% last year and
the average of 81s%.

ALFALFA HAY condition, as of April 19, was reported as 8% excellent, 74%
good, and 18% fair.

PASTURE condition, as of April 19, was reported as 23% excellent, 65% good,
and 12% fair. By April.21, pastures were supplying 54% of the livestock roughage
requirements, compared to 37% last year and the average of 48%.

SOIL MOISTURE, on April 19, was reported as 54% adequate, and 46% surplus.

FREEZE DAMAGE to the 1991 apple crop was reported as 50% no damage, and 50%

light damage. The light damage was spread over the State and occurred towards
the end of March and early April.

FREEZE DAMAGE to the 1991 peach crop was reported as 30% with no damage, 60%
light damage and 10% moderate damage. The moderate damage was reported in the
Central and West Southwest Districts and occurred during the same pericd as
reported for apples.



ILLINOIS DISTRICT SUMMARY

] : soil
District H Days Suitable z Moisture Percent

H For Fieldwork H

H H Short : Adequate : Surplus

H Week ending April 19 As of April 19
Northwest H 1.5 0 S5 45
Northeast H 1.5 0 15 85
West H 1.0 0 95 S
Central : 1.0 0 90 10
East H .5 0 60 40
W Southwest : 5 0 65 35
E Southeast : 3.0 0 80 20
southwest ] 1.0 0 15 85
Southeast : 1.0 0 15 B85
State H 1.5 0 54 46
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summary provided by The National Weather Service Cooperative Observers
NOAA, Rosemont, Illinois



WEATHER

WARM DRY CONDITIONS PREVAILED EARLY IN THE PERIOD ONLY TO BE FOLLOWED UP BY
SEASONABLY COOL, CLOUDY WEATHER. PRECIPITATION WAS LIMITED AND MANY LOCATIONS
NOTED ONLY LIGHT AMOUNTS.

AVERAGE HIGHS VARIED FROM THE MID 50‘'S NORTH TO NEAR 70 SOUTH WHILE MEAN
MINIMUMS REACHED FROM 37 TO 49. MEAN TEMPERATURES OF 46 TO 59 WHERE FROM 3
DEGREES BELOW NORMAL TO 1 DEGREE ABOVE NORMAL. FOR THE FIRST WEEK IN SOME TIME
DEGREE DAY ACCUMULATIONS WERE BELOW NORMAL.

WESTERN AND SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NOTED THE GREATEST PRECIPITATION LAST WEEK
WITH UPWARDS OF 1/3 TO SLIGHTLY MORE THAN ONE INCH RECORDED. LESSER AMOUNTS WERE
OBSERVED IN NORTHERN ILLINOIS. FOR THE STATE AS THE WHOLE, THE AVERAGE RAINFALL
AMOUNT WAS 0.31 INCHES, WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY 0.63 INCHES BELOW NORMAL.

MEAN SOIL TEMPERATURES HELD STEADY WITH READINGS RANGING FROM THE UPPER 40'S
NORTH TO NEAR 60 SOUTH.

Week ending 8 A.M. Monday, April 22, 1991

: Temperatures ¢ Precipitation : Growing
Location :Maxi-:Mini-:Depar-: Current : Degree

: mum : mum : ture : week 3 Days
ELIZABETH 59 39 1 0.07 34
ROCKFORD 59 37 -1 0.01 36
CHICAGO 55 39 -3 0.20 24
CHI BOTANICAL 54 38 -3 0.00 22
ELWOOD 60 41 -2 0.37 40
WATSEKA 61 40 -1 0.32 41
PERU 61 40 -1 0.03 43
MOLINE 63 42 0 0.41 49
PEORIA 63 43 -2 0.35 49
KILBOURNE 62 4 -2 0.18 . 46
MONMOUTH 64 40 -1 0.67 52
QUINCY 64 44 -1 1.10 53
PERRY 63 42 -1 0.80 49
SPRINGFIELD 65 45 2 0.09 55
URBANA 67 51 : 0.09 77
WINDSOR 66 47 1 0.60 64
TERRE HAUTE 64 45 -2 0.42 56
ST LOUIS 66 46 3 0.52 63
BELLEVILLE 67 46 1 0.28 64
BROWNSTOWN 70 48 1 0.12 81
IURA 72 49 0 0.12 89
LAWRENCEVILLE 69 49 2 0.81 79
VINCENNES 70 4 -2 0.67 75
DIXON SPRINGS 67 53 4 0.00 79
PADUCAH 69 S5 4 0.36 9Ss
OLIVE BRANCE 67 52 5 0.44 81
CARBONDALE 66 51 2 0.14 72
C GIRARDEAU 66 55 NA 0.06 79

Information above provided by Midwest Agricultural Weather Service Center
Purdue University, West LaFayette, Indiana 47907
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