
2003 SPECIALTY CROPS SURVEY

           Project Code 467

Dear Reporter:

A thorough inventory of Illinois’ fruit, vegetable, herb and Christmas tree specialty crops is now underway to determine acreage and value of

production.  Resources to conduct this survey have been provided by the University of Illinois Fruit and Vegetable Crops Task Force, the

Illinois Specialty Growers Association, and the Illinois Department of Agriculture in cooperation with the Illinois Agricultural Statistics

Service.  Your name, address, and all other information provided is kept strictly confidential. Your prompt response in returning the report in

the enclosed envelope, which needs no stamp, is appreciated.

Section 1

1. Please make any needed corrections to the name (including the correct operation name) and mailing address on the label.

2. Did the operator named on the label raise any specialty crops during 2003?

 (Including vegetables, fruits and other specialty  crops)

 Yes - Go to Section 2.       No - Go To Question 2a.

2a. Did you grow any crops or raise any livestock in 2003?

   Yes - Skip to Section 8 on Page 4.

    No - Skip to Section 7 on Page 4.

Section 2

1. For all the land you operate, please report the following for the 2003 crop year: Acres

a. Total crop acreage (all crops) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acreage

901

b. Total fresh market vegetables and melons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acreage

902

c. Total processing vegetables and melons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acreage

903

d. Total fresh market fruit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acreage

904

e. Total processing fruit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acreage

905

f. Total herbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . square footage 

  906

   or  . . . acreage

907

g. Total Christmas trees (harvested and not harvested) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acreage

908



Section 3 - Vegetables and Melons

1.    Were there any vegetable or melon crops harvested for sale from this operation in 2003?   

 Yes - Continue Below    No - Proceed to Section 4

Name of Crop Use

Acres

Harvested

Quantity

harvested

and sold

Reporting

unit (lbs, cwt,

bu, tons,

crates, etc.)

Weight of

unit if not

lbs, cwt, tons

Total Dollars

Received OR

Average price

per unit sold Office Use

Cucumber
Fresh 101 102 103

Processing 104 105 106

Green Peas
Fresh 107 108 109

Processing 110 111 112

Lima Beans
Fresh 113 114 115

Processing 116 117 118

Pumpkins
Fresh 119 120 121

Processing 122 123 124

Snap Beans
Fresh 125 126 127

Processing 128 129 130

Sweet Corn
  Fresh 131 132 133

  Processing 134 135 136

Tomato
  Fresh 137 138 139

  Processing 140 141 142

Watermelon
  Fresh 143 144 145

  Processing 146 147 148

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify) 
  Fresh

  Processing

Office Use Fresh 149 150 151

Office Use Processing 152 153 154

Other Vegetables and Melons

Asparagus

Beans, green/wax

Beans, dry

Broccoli

Brussel sprouts

Cabbage

Cantaloupe

Carrot

Cauliflower

Celeriac

Celery

Chard

Chinese cabbage 

Collard greens

Eggplant 

Endive

Horseradish

Kale

Leek

Lettuce

Muskmelon

Mustard greens

Onion

Other root crops (specify)

Parsnip

Peas, dry 

Peppers

Potato

Radish

Rutabaga

Shallot

Spinach

Squash

Sweet potato

Turnip

Turnip greens

Any other 

    vegetable or melon (specify)



Section 4 - Fruit Crops

1.    Were there any fruit crops harvested for sale from this operation in 2003?   

 Yes - Continue Below    No - Proceed to Section 5

Name of Crop Use

Acres

Harvested

Quantity

harvested

and sold

Reporting

unit (lbs, cwt,

bu, tons,

crates, etc.)

Weight of

unit if not

lbs, cwt, tons

Total Dollars

Received OR

Average

price per unit

sold Office Use

Apples
Fresh 201 202 203

Processing 204 205 206

Grapes
Fresh 207 208 209

Processing 210 211 212

Peaches
Fresh 213 214 215

Processing 216 217 218

Other (specify)   Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify)   Fresh

  Processing

Office Use Fresh 219 220 221

Office Use Processing 222 223 224

Other Fruits

Apricot

Blackberry

Blueberry 

Cherry

Nectarine 

Pear 

Plum

Raspberry

Strawberry

Other fruits (specify)

Section 5 - Other Specialty Crops

1.    Were there any other specialty crops harvested for sale from this operation in 2003?   

 Yes - Continue Below    No - Proceed to Section 6

Name of Crop Use

Acres

Harvested

Quantity

harvested

and sold

Reporting

unit (lbs, cwt,

bu, tons,

crates, etc.)

Weight of

unit if not

lbs, cwt, tons

Total Dollars

Received OR

Average price

per unit sold Office Use

Pecans
Fresh 301                  302 303

Processing 304                   305 306

Popcorn Processing 307 308 309

Other (specify)   Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify)   Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify)   Fresh

  Processing

Other (specify)   Fresh

  Processing

Office Use Fresh 310 311 312

Office Use Processing 313 314 315

Other Specialty Crops

Basil

Bedding Plants

Christmas trees

Chives

Cilantro

Cut flowers

Garlic

Ginseng

Gourds

Mint

Mushrooms

Nuts

Sod

Other herbs (specify)

Other specialty crops (specify)



 Will the land be used for any agricultural purpose by you 

  (the operator), or anyone else anytime in the next year?

        Yes         Don’t Know      No

      Could you please explain?

     _____________________________________________

     _____________________________________________

     _____________________________________________

099

Section 6

1. Do you raise field/dent corn, soybeans, or wheat?   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

401

2. Is any portion of your farm certified organic according to USDA standards?   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . .

402

3. Do you produce any crops that you market as pesticide free?   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

403

4. Do you use either of these practices on farm to add value to the raw production  from your specialty crop production?  

a. Sale of prepared product  such as jam, cider, honey, horseradish sauce   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . .

404

b. Agri-tourism events such as farm tours, corn maze   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

405

5. Indicate which marketing choices you are using for specialty crop sales (check all that apply)

5_ _

1.   Direct markets (farmers’ markets, roadside market, on-site sale, u-pick, etc.)

2.   Direct to retail (grocery, green grocer, etc.)

3.   Cooperative/marketing association

4.   Wholesale (non-cooperative) market

5.   Processor

6.   Direct to local restaurants

7.   Internet

8.   Shipper/packer (sell via another grocer)

9.   Community supported agriculture (CSA)

0.   Auctions

5_ _

5_ _

5_ _

5_ _

6. Are you a grower-shipper?   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

406

7. Do you pack the produce yourself?   (Yes = 1, No = 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

407

8. List any crops you plan to expand  in your farm production in 2004.

_______________________________           _______________________________           _______________________________

Section 7

1. If you are no longer operating any farmland and have no livestock, please tell us.   Has the operation (name on label) been sold,

rented out, or turned over to someone else?

YES - Could you please identify the new operator(s)?  NO

Operation Name_________________________________

Operator’s Name________________________________

Address________________________________________

City________________State_________Zip___________

Phone(______)__________________________________

Section 8

If you would like to receive a report of the results of this survey, PLEASE ENTER “1" 

This completes the survey.  Thank you for your help.

Respondent’s Name___________________________________Date____________________________________________

Telephone: Area Code _________ Number______________________

OFFICE USE
Respondent Response Code Sup Enum.

 1-Op/Mgr
 2-Sp
 3-Bkpr
 4-Oth
 9-Partner

 909  2-Tel
 3-Int
 7-TR
 8-IR
 9-Inac

 910

__ __ __

 098

 __ __ __

 911   912   913


