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Agricultural Summary: Temperatures for the month of February were generally mild with short periods of
unusually high and then low temperatures. Recorded high was 70 in Parsons. Recorded lows were -6 in Colby,
Garden City, and Silver Lake. Snow and rain improved moisture conditions Statewide. Measurable precipitation
varied from .31 inches in Stevens County in the Southwest to 2.94 inches in Wilson County in the Southeast part
of the State. Topsoil moisture was rated 16 percent very short, 44 percent short, 37 percent adequate, and 3
percent surplus.

Field Crop Report: Wheat condition was rated 6 percent very poor, 20 percent poor, 45 percent fair, 26 percent
good, and 3 percent excellent. Wheat freeze damage reports indicate 78 percent of the wheat with no damage,
19 percent with light damage, 2 percent with moderate damage, and 1 percent with severe damage. Reports of
wind damage indicate 82 percent of the wheat with no damage, 15 percent with light damage, and 3 percent with
moderate damage. Most wheat is holding its own so far, but significant spring rainfall will be needed to get the
wheat crop off to a good start. Feed grain supplies are rated 5 percent very short, 19 percent short, 74 percent
adequate, and 2 percent surplus. Hay and forage supplies are rated 11 percent very short, 38 percent short, 50
percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. Farmers are top dressing wheat, and some tillage and fertilizing for corn
is underway.

Pasture and Range Report: The generally mild, dry winter has been beneficial to livestock producers and feeders.
Calving is in full swing and going well in most areas. Heavy, drifting snow and muddy conditions in February
caused problems in several counties, however. Cattle were still grazing wheat in many areas.

Please note that only monthly Crop Weather reports are issued for December, January, and February.
Weekly Crop Weather reports will resume March 10, 2003.

Cooperating Agencies
Kansas State Researc xtension Service
Weather Data Library, KSU Research and Extension Service

Kansas bepartment of Agriculture
Table 1--TEMP. AND PRECIP. DATA, SELECTED CITIES, FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2003
Soil Temp Soil Temp
Station Air Temp| 4 inch Precip Station Air Temp 4 inch |Precip
Dist[ City Max[ Min| Max]| Min 1/ Dist] City Max| Min| Max]| Min 1/
NW Colby 64 -6 42 30 NA SC Hesston 63 0 57 28 NA
WC Tribune 61 0 39 25 NA NE Manhat 57 -5 44 30 NA
SW Grdn Cty 61 -6 48 27 NA EC Ottawa 55 -4 51 30 NA
NC Scandia 59 -3 47 25 NA EC Slvr Lk 58 -6 47 35 NA
C Hays 64 -5 477 26 NA EC Rossvl 55 -4 44 30 NA
SC Hutch 64 -2 46 34 NA SE  Parsons 70 4 51 29 NA
SC St John 59 - 48 32 NA
Data 1n this table 1s from Febrary 1, 2003 through February 28, 2003. Data
collected by Automated Stations and may differ from official stations.
NA = not available. 1/ Gauges have been covered for the winter.
CROP CONDITIONS FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2003
Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Wheat 6 20 45 26 3
SOIL MOISTURE CONDITIONS FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2003
| | | | | | | | I | | LAST | LAST
| NW | WC | SW | NC | C | SC | NE | EC | SE |[STATE| MONTH | YEAR
Topsoil Moisture (Percent)
Very Short 37 28 26 25 10 4 19 10 - 16 27 19
Short 63 56 43 63 54 33 62 41 - 44 50 44
Adequate - 16 31 12 25 63 19 49 91 37 23 36
Surplus - - - - 11 - - - 9 3 - 1




PRECIPITATION

FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 2003
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