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MINNESOTA SPRING WHEAT PRODUCTION DOWN FROM 2005 

 
Based on July 1 conditions, the Minnesota SPRING WHEAT crop is forecast at 62 million bushels, down 13 percent from 
last year, according to the USDA-NASS, Minnesota Field Office.  Yield is forecast at 40 bushels per acre, down 1 bushel 
per acre from last year.  Acres for harvest are down 10 percent from 2005 at 1.55 million acres. 
 
As of July 1, BARLEY is forecast at 5 million bushels, up 29 percent from last year.  Yield at 50 bushels per acre, up 7 
bushels per acre from last year.  Acres to be harvested are estimated at 100,000 acres, up 11 percent from 2005. 
 
OAT production is forecast at 12.4 million bushels, down 3 percent from 2005.  Yield at 65 bushels is up 3 bushels from 
2005.  Acres to be harvested are estimated at 190,000 acres, down 15,000 acres from last year. 
 
FALL POTATO acres planted totaled 52,000 acres.  Harvested acres are estimated to be 49,000 acres.  The planted and 
harvested levels are up 13 percent and 14 percent respectively, from 2005. 
 

U.S. HIGHLIGHTS 
 

SPRING WHEAT production is forecast at 465 million bushels, down 8 percent from 2005.  Area harvested for grain totals 
14.2 million acres, unchanged from the Acreage report released on June 30, 2006.  The U.S. yield is forecast at 
32.9 bushels per acre, 4.2 bushels less than last year. Of the total production, 425 million bushels are Hard Red Spring 
wheat, down 9 percent from last season. 
 
WINTER WHEAT production is forecast at 1.28 billion bushels.  This is up 1 percent from last month but 15 percent below 
2005.  The U.S. yield is forecast at 41.1 bushels per acre, up 0.6 bushel from last month but down 3.3 bushels from last 
year.  Area harvested for grain totals 31.1 million acres, unchanged from the Acreage report released on June 30, 2006, 
but down 8 percent from last year. 
 
DURUM WHEAT production is forecast at 60.4 million bushels, down 40 percent from 2005.  Area harvested for grain 
totals 1.82 million acres, unchanged from the Acreage report released on June 30, 2006 but down 33 percent from last 
year.  The U.S. yield is forecast at 33.1 bushels per acre, 4.1 bushels less than last year.  If realized this will be the lowest 
harvested area since 1961 and the lowest production since 1988. 
 
BARLEY production for 2006 is forecast at 190 million bushels, 10 percent below 2005 and the lowest production since 
1936.  Based on July 1 conditions, the average yield is forecast at 63.4 bushels per acre, down 1.4 bushels from last year.    
Area for harvest, at 2.99 million acres, is down 9 percent from 2005 and the lowest since 1885. 
 
OAT production is forecast at 110 million bushels, 4 percent below last year’s 115 million bushels.  If realized, this would 
be the lowest production on record.  The U.S. yield is forecast at 57.9 bushels per acre, down 5.1 bushels from 2005.  
Growers expect to harvest 1.91 million acres for grain, up 5 percent from last year. 
 
FALL POTATO acres planted for 2006 is estimated at 990,500 acres, up 2 percent from last year but 5 percent below 
2004.  Harvested acres are forecast at 974,400, up 3 percent from 2005 but 5 percent below 2 years ago.  This increase 
is due in part to low ending stocks and higher prices.  
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 -1,000 ACRES- -BUSHELS- -1,000 BUSHELS- 
  MINNESOTA  
SPRING WHEAT 1,730 1,550 41.0 40.0 70,930 62,000
BARLEY 90 100 43.0 50.0 3,870 5,000
OATS 205 190 62.0 65.0 12,710 12,350
  UNITED STATES  
SPRING WHEAT 13,609 14,154 37.1 32.9 504,456 465,261
DURUM WHEAT 2,716 1,822 37.2 33.1 101,105 60,370
WINTER WHEAT 33,794 31,108 44.4 41.1 1,499,129 1,280,005
BARLEY 3,269 2,990 64.8 63.4 211,896 189,647
OATS 1,823 1,907 63.0 57.9 114,878 110,322
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