What is a Farm?
By Gene Danekas, Director

USDA Missouri Agricultural Statistics Service
Do you raise a few goats or exotic animals? How about organic fruits and vegetables or free-range chickens? Maybe you have a few equine for pleasure and harvest some hay from your acreage. Many times we think of agriculture as only big corn and soybean farms that dominate the news and farm bill debates. Did you know that 59 percent of U.S. farms sell less than $10,000 worth of agricultural production? Small farms and acreages represent an important segment of the rural economy.
The USDA defines a farm as ‘any operation that produces and sells, or could sell, at least $1000 worth of agricultural production’. With more than 1 million operations, each selling less than $5000 worth of production, rural lifestyle and mainstream agriculture join forces to represent the entire food and fiber industry. Your local communities need to know the growth of this segment of their constituency. How fast is the face of agriculture changing and how does that change affect the services and programs available to rural residents?

The only comprehensive measure of agriculture at the local level is through the Census of Agriculture.  Every 5 years, the USDA is charged with the responsibility of benchmarking agriculture and documenting the direction it is heading. This confidential data is collected directly from operators at all levels of production. Aggregated to county and even zip code levels, the results are made available to all segments of the economy, without disclosing individual information. Small and very small farms, even those that may not consider themselves as farms, are an integral part of the economic engine that drives our local communities.

The 2007 Census of Agriculture represents all of agriculture; small farms as well as large; traditional as well as non-traditional farms; specialty production as well as major commodity production. It is all important to the overall economy and therefore should be included. In order for your segment of the industry to be represented, it is up to you. Remember, this is “your voice, your future and your responsibility.” 
Beginning in January, the Census report forms will arrive in mailboxes throughout rural America. Please be part of the information solution and promptly complete and return the form. If you feel you have been missed and should be counted as part of the U.S. agricultural economy, call 1-888-424-7828 and request to be included.

Look for the 2007 Census of Agriculture in January!

