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‘MO” News

Spring has sprung! Based on the planting intentions
report, Missouri farmers are increasing soybean acreage,
bucking the trend of several other states. Many producers
are concerned about the Rust potential, but most are
prepared. As planters continue to roll throughout the state,
follow the weekly Crop and Weather Reports released
every Monday afternoon to stay attuned to the progress
and crop condition across the country. Is a repeat of 2004
in the picture?

Gene Danekas
Director

March Acreage Intentions for 2005

Missouri farmers reported their first plans for the upcoming
growing season in a survey conducted by the Missouri
Agricultural Statistics Service. “Producers indicate they planted
substantially less winter wheat but hope to plant more soybeans,
corn, cotton and rice than last year, while holding the acreage
levels for sorghum and hay unchanged,” said Gene Danekas,
Director, Missouri Agricultural Statistics. “Although fuel and
fertilizer continue to trend upward, producers are looking at long
range price predictions as a positive factor.” Nationally, corn
acreage is expected to be up 1 percent from last year while a 2
percent decline is indicated for soybeans.

Soybean planted acres in Missouri in 2005 are expected to total
5.1 million, up 2 percent from the level of the past 2 years. Due
to the discovery of Asian soybean rust in the United States,
producers were also asked if it would influence their planting
decisions. Most soybean growers were aware of a potential rust
problem but only a small minority of respondents indicated it
would affect their plantings.

Missouri farmers intend to plant 3.1 million acres of corn in
2005, up 5 percent from last year and 7 percent more than in
2003.

Sorghum is expected to be planted on 150,000 acres in
Missouri, unchanged from 2004 but 30 percent below the level
of 2 years ago.

Winter Wheat plantings in Missouri are estimated at 700,000
acres, 33 percent below the planted acres for last year’s crop but
unchanged from the December forecast.

Cotton producers in Missouri intend to plant 410,000 acres of
cotton this year, 8 percent above last year and 3 percent more
than in 2003.

Rice is expected to be planted on 206,000 acres in Missouri this
year, up 5 percent from 2004 and 17 percent more than in 2003.

Missouri tobacco acres are projected at 1,400, down 3 percent
from 2004 but unchanged from 2 years ago.

Hay is expected to be harvested from 4.35 million acres in
Missouri, unchanged from last year’s record high level but 2
percent above 2003.

United States soybean producers intend to plant 73.9 million
acres in 2005, down 2 percent from last year's record high
acreage. Of the 31 soybean producing States, growers in
16 States intend to plant fewer acres this year, while producers
in 11 States intend to plant more acres than in 2004. The largest
acreage declines are in the Dakotas.

Corn planted area for all purposes in the U.S. is estimated at
81.4 million acres, up 1 percent from 2004 and 4 percent above
2003. If realized, this would be largest corn acreage since 1985.
Expected acreage is up from last year throughout much of the
Corn Belt and southern Great Plains. However, growers in most
States in the Delta, Southeast, and northern Great Plains intend
to decrease their corn acreage as producers are switching to
other more profitable crops.

All cotton plantings for 2005 in the U.S. are expected to total
13.8 million acres, 1 percent above last year. Upland acreage is
expected to total 13.5 million acres, also up 1 percent. Producers
in Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, and Texas
intend to decrease acreage from last year. Growers in all other
cotton producing States intend to increase planted acreage, with
the largest increase being in California.

The 2005 intended sorghum area planted for all purposes in the
U.S. is estimated at 7.40 million acres, down 1 percent from last
year. Sorghum acres declined from last year in seven States, but
increased in ten States. The largest acreage declines are
expected by growers in Kansas and Nebraska, which will
combine for a decrease of 460,000 acres.

Area intended for rice in 2005 in the U.S. is estimated at 3.36
million acres, up less than 1 percent from 2004 and up 11
percent from 2003. Growers in California and Texas intend to
plant fewer acres compared with last year, while the remaining
producing States expect an increase in acreage from 2004.

U.S. all tobacco area for harvest in 2005 is expected to be
319,860 acres, down 22 percent from both 2004 and 2003. If
realized, this will be the lowest harvested acreage on record. The
previous low of 369,000 acres occurred in 1868.

U.S. producers expect to harvest 62.9 million acres of all hay in
2005, up 2 percent from 2004. The two States with the largest

expected increases are New York, up 470,000 acres from 2004,
and South Dakota, which is up 300,000 acres.

Planting Intentions March 1, 2005

Missouri United States

Crop 2004 | 2005 | 2004 | 2005
-thousand acres-
All Corn 2,950 3,100 80,930 81,413
Soybeans 5000 5100 75208 73,910
All Sorghum 150 150 7,486 7,400
All Hay " 4350 4350 61,916 62,940
Oats 26 35 4085 4,267
Cotton 380 410 13,659 13,815
All Rice 196 206 3,347 3,358
Tobacco 145  1.40 409 320
Winter Wheat ? 1,050 700 43,350 41,613

1/ Harvested acres.
2/ Seeded acres from previous fall.

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/field/pcp-bbp/
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Corn and Soybean Stocks Up
Sharply From A Year Ago

Soybean stocks in all positions in Missouri on March 1,
2005 totaled 78.8 million bushels, double the low level of a
year earlier and the highest for this date since 1987. Stocks
on farms accounted for 51 million bushels, 3.6 times as
much as a year ago, while beans in commercial facilities in
the State totaled 27.8 million bushels, up 9 percent from
March 1, 2004.

Missouri corn stocks on March 1 totaled 193 million
bushels, 67 percent above a year ago and also the highest
for this date since 1987. On-farm stocks at 130 million
bushels were up 83 percent from March 1, 2004, while off-
farm stocks increased 41 percent to 62.6 million.

March 1 wheat stocks in Missouri amounted to 15.8
million bushels, 6 percent less than a year ago. Wheat on
farms totaled 600,000 bushels, equal to last year’s level for
this date, while commercial facilities held 15.2 million
bushels, 6 percent less than a year earlier.

Sorghum stocks in the State on March 1 totaled 5.72
million bushels, 64 percent above a year earlier. Of the
total, sorghum on farms accounted for 3.2 million bushels
and off-farm facilities held 2.52 million bushels.

Missouri rough rice stocks in all positions on March 1
totaled 4.33 million cwt, 19 percent above a year earlier.

United States soybean stocks stored in all positions on
March 1, 2005 totaled 1.38 billion bushels, up 52 percent
from March 1, 2004. Soybean stocks stored on farms are
estimated at 795 million bushels, up 123 percent from a
year ago. Off-farm stocks, at 586 million bushels, are up 7
percent from last March.

Corn stocks in all positions in the U.S. on March 1, 2005
totaled 6.75 billion bushels, up 28 percent from March 1,
2004. This is the highest March 1 stocks level since 1988.
Of the total stocks, 4.14 billion bushels are stored on
farms, up 37 percent from a year earlier. Off-farm stocks,
at 2.62 billion bushels, are up 17 percent from a year ago.

All wheat stored in all positions in the U.S. on March 1,
2005 totaled 981 million bushels, down 4 percent from a
year ago. On-farm stocks are estimated at 305 million
bushels, up 18 percent from last year. Off-farm stocks, at
676 million bushels, fell 11 percent from a year ago.

U.S. grain sorghum stored in all positions on March 1,
2005 totaled 203 million bushels, up 28 percent from a year
ago. On-farm stocks, at 33.4 million bushels, are up 59
percent from last year. Off-farm stocks, at 170 million
bushels, are up 23 percent from March 1, 2004.

Rough rice stocks in all positions in the U.S. on March 1,
2005, totaled 119 million hundredweight (cwt), up 35
percent from the total on March 1, 2004. Stocks held on
farms totaled 37.6 million cwt, and off-farm stocks totaled
81.2 million cwt. Milled rice stocks in all positions in the
U.S. totaled 5.42 million cwt, 14 percent below the
comparable figure a year ago.

Grain Stocks March 1, 2004-2005

Crop & Missouri United States

Position "
2004 2005 2004 2005

-thousand bushels-

Corn

On Farm 71,000 130,000 3,030,000 4,137,000

Off Farm 44,307 62,576 2,241,459 2,616,738

Total 115,307 192,576 5,271,459 6,753,738
Soybeans

On Farm 14,000 51,000 355,900 795,000

Off Farm 25,418 27,770 549,947 585,974

Total 39,418 78,770 905,847 1,380,974
Sorghum

On Farm 1,500 3,200 21,000 33,400

Off Farm 1,986 2,515 137,652 169,989

Total 3,486 5,715 158,652 203,389
All Wheat

On Farm 600 600 257,890 304,710

Off Farm 16,137 15,203 762,727 676,304

Total 16,737 15,803 1,020,617 981,014
Oats

On Farm 3/ 3/ 45,600 43,500

Off Farm 377 296 49,414 39,026

Total 3/ 3/ 95,014 85,526
Rough Rice ?

On Farm 3/ 3/ 18,325 37,590

Off Farm 3/ 3/ 69,515 81,166

Total 3,646 4,325 87,840 118,756

1/ Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors.
2/ Data in thousand hundred weight.
3/ Not published separately from U.S. totals.

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nasstr/field/pgs-bb/

Check our website for the weekly
Crop & Weather Report.

http://agebb.missouri.edu/mass/crweamen.htm
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February Milk Production

Milk Milk Milk
State Cows " Per Cow ? |Production?

2004 | 2005 | 2004 | 2005 | 2004 | 2005

-1,000 Head- -Pounds- -Million Pounds-
lllinois 108 105 1,520 1,500 164 158
lowa 195 187 1,590 1,580 310 295
Missouri 124 117 1,185 1,220 147 143

23 State 8,051 8,074 1,531 1,516 12,329 12,240

" Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.

2 Excludes milk sucked by calves.

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/dairy/pmp-bb/

United States Dairy Products: February 2005

Feb Change From
Product 2005 Feb Jan
2004 2005
-1,000 Pounds- -Percent-
Butter 113,498 7.3 -11.8
Cheese
American Types " 292,386 -1.6 -9.2
Total 708,116 0.5 -6.2
Frozen Products -1,000 Gallons- -Percent-
Ice Cream, Hard 64,100 -2.6 6.1
Ice Cream, Lowfat, Total 27,982 4.3 3.3
Ice Cream, Nonfat, Hard 1,456 -1.8 25.1
Sherbet, Hard 4,083 2.8 -2.6
Frozen Yogurt, Total 4,520 -9.1 5.1
Dry Whey Products -1,000 Pounds- -Percent-
Dry Whey, Human 74,231 -3.1 -7.0
Dry Whey, Animal 5,965 -18.0 -6.5
Dry Whey, Total 80,196 -4.4 -7.0

Average Prices Received by Farmers "

Missouri U.S.

Commodity Unit | mar | Feb | Mar_| Mar
2004*|2005*|2005 %[2005 2

-Dollars-
Winter Wheat bu. 374 331 355 344
Corn bu. 286 195 210 2.03
Soybeans bu. 9.13 537 6.35 6.28
Sorghum cwt. 466 318 345 3.17
BALED HAY %
All Hay ton 67.00 55.00 56.00 89.10
Alfalfa ton 107.00 98.00 98.00 96.40
Other ton 53.00 43.00 44.00 70.40
ALL BEEF
Cows ¥ cwt. 4540 51.80 53.00 53.60
Steers & Heifers cwt. 98.60 106.00 110.00 96.30
Cattle cwt. 86.90 87.60 97.50 91.90
Calves cwt. 116.00 127.00 135.00 132.00
ALL HOGS
Sows cwt. 40.10 4450 43.00 43.80
Barrows & Gilts cwt. 4530 46.00 48.00 51.80
All Hogs cwt. 4490 4590 47.60 51.50
Market Eggs doz. 0.940 .310 0.290 0.327
MILK
Fluid Grade ¥ cwt. 14.70 15.40 15.60
Manufacturing Grade ¥ cwt. 14.90 14.80 14.60
All Milk # cwt. 14.70 1540 16.10 15.60
HOG/CORN RATIO* 15.70 23.54 22.67 25.37

1/ Includes Cheddar, Colby, Monterey and Jack.

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/dairy/pdp-bb/

February 2005 Egg Production

1/ Prices received represent the average of all grades or classes at point of first
sale and should not be confused with market quotations of specific.

grades or classes.

2/ Mid-month prices.

3/ Beef cows and cull dairy cows sold for slaughter.

4/ "Cows" and "Steers & Heifers" combined.

5/ Missouri February fat test %: all milk 3.69, fluid grade 3.68, mfg grade 3.85.
U.S. March fat test %: all milk 3.69, fluid grade 3.68, mfg grade 3.87.

6/ "All Hogs" divided by "Corn" prices.

* Revised

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/price/pap-bb/

Chicks Hatched by Commercial Hatcheries

February Jan-Feb

Item 2004 | 2005 2004 | 2005

Number of Eggs per Total

State Layers 100 Eggs
on Hand * Layers " Produced

-Thousands- -Number- -Millions-
Arkansas 15,099 1,729 261
lowa 49,860 2,006 1,000
Missouri 7,415 1,996 148
u.S. 348,974 1,980 6,908

-Thousands-

Broiler Type
19 States' 705,603 709,549 1,458,348 1,485,529

u.s. 727,936 731,274 1,501,906 1,527,300
Egg-type
u.s. 32,078 32,910 67,428 69,671

1/ Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks
regardless of size.

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/poultry/pec-bb/

1/ Not published separately to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/poultry/pec-bb/
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Missouri Hog and Pig Numbers Below Year Earlier

The March 1, 2005 inventory of Missouri hogs and pigs is estimated at 2.85 million head according to the USDA's Missouri Agricultural
Statistics Service. This is down 1.7 percent from last year and December 1, 2004. "As the consolidation of hog operations continues, the
March 1 numbers indicate the lowest quarterly inventory in Missouri since 1994 ", says Gene Danekas, State Statistician. Breeding hogs
are estimated at 330,000 head, unchanged from a year ago but down 10,000 head from December 1, 2004. Market hogs are estimated
at 2.52 million head, down 50,000 head from a year earlier and down 40,000 head from December 1, 2004.

The December 2004-February 2005 pig crop was estimated at 1.54 million head, up slightly from the same period a year earlier and 1.1
percent above the previous quarter. Farrowings, at 170,000 sows, were unchanged from a year ago and last quarter. Pigs saved per
litter, at 9.05 were up slightly from the 9.00 pigs saved a year earlier and increased 1.1 percent from the 8.95 pigs saved the previous
quarter.

Missouri hog producers intend to farrow 165,000 sows during March-May 2005, 5,000 fewer than actual farrowings during the same period
a year earlier. During June-August 2005 hog producers expect to farrow 170,000 sows, the same number as were actually farrowed in
June-August of 2004.

Hogs and Pigs: Breeding, Market, and Total Inventory
by State and United States, March 1, 2004-2005

Breeding Market Total
State 2005 2005 2005
2004 Number as % of 2004 Number as % of 2004 Number as % of
2004 2004 2004

-1,000 Head- -Percent- -1,000 Head- -Percent- -1,000 Head- -Percent-
AR 85 85 100 230 245 107 315 330 105
IL 410 430 105 3,440 3,570 104 3,850 4,000 104
IA 1,040 1,080 104 14,460 15,120 105 15,500 16,200 105
KS 170 155 91 1,550 1,545 100 1,720 1,700 99
MO 330 330 100 2,570 2,520 98 2,900 2,850 98
NE 360 355 929 2,490 2,395 96 2,850 2,750 96
OK 350 360 103 2,000 2,060 103 2,350 2,420 103
UsS 5,961 5,941 100 53,558 53,957 101 59,520 59,899 101

The complete NASS Report can be accessed at:
http://lusda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/livestock/php-bb/

Find these and other reports at: http://www.usda.gov/nass/pubs/pubs.htm
Cattle on Feed - April 22
Livestock Slaughter - April 22
Poultry - Production and Value - April 28
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