MONTANA AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS
Issn: 1095-7278 Volume XLVII October 2010

State of Montana
Brian Schweitzer, Governor

Issued Cooperatively by

Montana Department of Agriculture U.S. Department of Agriculture
Ron de Yong, Director National Agricultural Statistics Service
303 N. Roberts, Room 317 Dr. Cynthia Clark, Administrator
Helena, MT 59620 Washington, D.C. 20250
Compiled by

USDA, NASS, Montana Field Office

Steve Anderson, Director

Eric Sommer, Deputy Director
10 West 15th Street, Suite 3100
Helena, MT 59626-3100
(406) 441-1240 or 1-800-835-2612
e-mail: nass-mt@nass.usda.gov
website: www.nass.usda.gov/mt/

List Frame Section Administrative Section Estimates Section

Thomas Chard Il Annette Ronningen Christel Pachl

Julia Evans-Meeks Loretta Johnson Wendy Bruski
Michael Johnson
Kira Knoles

Survey Section IT Section Carmen Pennington

deie Sprague Ron Schumacher

Lindsey Houska Pam Stoneking

Eric Miller

Carol Stefely

2010 Montana Agricultural Statistics Foreword 1



National Association of Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)

Helena Calling Center

Supervisors/Coaches
Abbie Pence

Ann Black

Jack Lynch

Jeanine McCarthy
Cheryl Brandt

Jeff Bradshaw

Andy Knoles

NASDA Field Staff by area

Southeast Montana
Carmen Bertsch-Supervisor
Gary Clark

Edward Gasper

Teresa Heitz

Karen Hovermale

Linda Simonsen

Northwest and North Central Montana
Lana Hilton-Supervisor
Lynda Barker

Janice Hawley

Glenda Johnson

Kerri Miller
Christopher Pegar
Julie Peterson

Tara Rowland

Rhonda Van Hoy
Valerie Wadman
Shirley Weaver

2 Foreword

Central and Northeast Montana

Eileen Damone-Supervisor
Janice Anderson
Sandy Baden
Dorothy Crandell
Myrna Cummings
Vicki Ehlert
Tamara Haug
Jeannie Miner
Robert Prongua
Barbara Wacker
Mitch Walter
Lynda Waters

Southwest Montana

Lisa Peterson-Supervisor
Orley Berdahl

Britnee Butte

Charles Ruzicka

Melissa Somerville
Howard Thompson

Montana Agricultural Statistics 2010



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWORD

Comments from the GOVernor ........c.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieienns 4
Message from the Director — MT Department of Agriculture. 5
Notes from the Director — MT Ag StatistiCS..........c.ccoeevinennen 5
GENERAL

Montana Department of Agriculture...........ccocevveviiivinnnnn...

Montana Crop, Livestock, and Weather Digest
Climatological Data ........ccoovviiviiiiiieiieeeeaneaens
Montana Facts and Figures
Number of Farms, Land in Farms, and Average Size......... 11
Census of Agriculture, Number of Farms......................... 12
Census of Agriculture, Number of Farms by County.......... 13
Organic Production SUIVEY ........cciieiiiiiiiiiii i eaeeaeenae 14
Farm and Ranch Irrigation Survey ..........cocovveviiiiiinnnnn.. 15

ECONOMIC
Montana Selected Industries Comparison..............ccceeue...
Value Added to the US Economy by the Ag Sector ....
Farm Income and Expenses by County ............ccccvieiieanaen.
Cash Rent Dollars by County .......c.covieviiiiiiiiiiic e
Farm Real Estate Values ...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie
Cash Receipts from Sale of Principal Products

and Government Payments .........cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
Cash Receipts from Marketings by Commodities
Cash Receipts Pie Charts ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiann.
Prices Received for Selected Commodities..............
Marketing Year Average Prices Received................
Marketing of Major Commodities.........ccvevieviiieiierannnnnn.

RANK

Montana Record Highs and Lows by Commodity .............. 26
Montana’s Rank in the Nation’s Agriculture ..................... 28
Winter Wheat and Spring Wheat Production Maps............ 29
Durum Wheat and Barley Production Maps............c.c....... 30
Alfalfa and Other Hay Production Maps ..........cccovievieianns 31
Cattle & Calves, Sheep & Lambs Inventory Maps ............. 32

STATE CROPS

Acreage, Production, and Value
CropPS SUMMANY .ottt e e e eaneeaneen
Usual Planting and Harvesting Dates...............
All Wheat and Durum Wheat
Winter Wheat................cooiiiiint
Other Spring Wheat
All Barley........ccocvieiennnn.
L = PN

Potatoes........cccovviiinienn.
Sugar Beets...........ceenneen.
All Dry Beans..................
Pinto Beans ....................
Garbanzo Beans..............
All Dry PEAS ...
=Y o) ]
Austrian Winter Peas
Flaxseed.......cccvveviennnnnn
Safflower........ccocooeeene..
Camelina.......c.ccoeeviviinnn
Mustard Seed..................
(0F: 1o Lo - N
Sweet Cherries................
Alfalfa Seed ....................
Leaf CUutter BEES.....oviiiiii i
2 | = Y2
Alfalfa Hay.......
All Other Hay
Grain Movement
Wheat Utilization .............ccccoviiiiiinnnn..
All Wheat, All Barley, and Oats Stocks...................
All Barley Varieties, Historic
All Wheat Varieties, Historic
Winter Wheat Varieties...........
Spring Wheat Varieties............
Durum Wheat Varieties ..........
All Barley Varieties.................
Barley Purchased for Malt .........ccccviviiiiiiiiiiiii e

2010 Montana Agricultural Statistics

COUNTY CROPS
Planted, Harvested, Yield, and Production
Winter Wheat.......cooviiiiiiiii e
Other Spring Wheat
Durum Wheat ........cooiiiiiiii e eae e
All BarlEy ... s
oats ...cvvvviinnnnnn
(670 ] ¢ o I
Potatoes............
Sugar Beets.......
All Dry Beans.....
PiNtO BEANS .eonniiiiiiii e
Garbanzo BEaANS ......cviiiiii e
Dry Peas
Lentils.....c.coovviiiiiiinann...
Austrian Winter Peas
Flaxseed.........cccevvnvennn..
Safflower
Mustard SEEd......ccuiiiiiiiii e
L= 1o T ] -
Camelina
Alfalfa Hay ..o e
Other Hay ... e

STATE LIVESTOCK
CATTLE and CALVES

Inventory by Class and Cattle on Feed and Value ...... 74
Calf Crop and DispoSition........ccoceviiiiiiiiii i eaeaaens 74
Private Grazing Fee RatesS........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiaaen. 74
Production and Income ..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieens 74
Dairy Products Marketed, Income, and Value. ............ 75

SHEEP, LAMBS, and GOATS

Inventory by Class and Value............coccveeviiiviennnn... 75
Lamb Crop and Disposition

WOoOIl ProduCtion .........cccvuiiiiiiiiiiii e
Production and INCOMe .........oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieaen
Milk, Meat and Other Goats ........c...ccvvviiiiiiiiiennennn. 76
Sheep and Lamb Loss

Death Loss and Percent of Total Inventory Lost......... 76
Death Loss by Cause and Value of LOSS ...........c...... 76

HOGS and PIGS
Inventory by Class and Value............cccveeviiiiiennnn...
Annual Farrowings and Disposition
Production and INCOMe ........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

CHICKENS, EGGS, and HONEY

Chicken Inventory, Value, Production and Income ..... 79
Eggs Production and Value ..........cccoviviiiiiiiiinnnnann. 79
Honey Inventory, Production, Stocks, and Value........ 79

COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER
Commercial Red Meat Production ............c.ccveevieenn.n. 80
Monthly Slaughter by Class..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiann, 80

COUNTY LIVESTOCK

Inventory by Counties
All Cattle and CalVes ........coviiiiiiii i
Beef Cows and Heifers .....................
Milk Cows and Heifers ......................
All Sheep and Lambs and Goats
HOQGS and Pigs ...oueiuiii e
Chickens by DiStriCt .......ccvviviiii i

AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS ...t 84

Foreword 3



COMMENTS FROM
OUR GOVERNOR

[

Farming and ranching have become more diverse enterprises in Montana. Although wheat and beef
still account for about three-fourths of the state's agricultural receipts, crops such as peas and lentils
are gaining significance and more farmers are interested in diversifying their operations.

Wind energy has become a major new source of income in rural areas. Montana had just 1 megawatt
of wind power online in January 2005. By July 2010, wind capacity had risen to 386 megawatts, with
more than 50 projects in permitting, construction or operation.

In 2009, the Montana total of agricultural cash receipts was slightly more than $2.6 billion. While it's
unclear if we can beat that record total in 2010, it is clear that agriculture is a driving force in
Montana, and that agriculture and energy are two of the reasons this state has remained strong in
the face of a nationwide recession.

Our producers continue to innovate to add value to their products, expanding Montana's agriculture.
If you have ideas about business opportunities for Montana, use the comment form on our website,
www.governor.mt.gov or give my office a call at 444-3111.

Sincerely,

=1

q

Brian Schweitzer, Governor
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MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR

NOTES FROM
THE DIRECTOR

2010 Montana Agricultural Statistics

This is an exciting time in Montana's agricultural development. We are
moving forward to increase efficiency and production of both traditional
crops and rotation crops to discourage pests and reduce the need for
energy-intensive fertilizer applications. We are working to restore
infrastructure to allow Montanans to provide more fresh food for our
schools, institutions and customers who desire local food.

As the 2010 harvest moved toward completion, it appeared Montana will
lead the nation in production of lentils and Austrian winter peas. New
buyers and processors and new crop rotations have brought increased
opportunities in lentils, peas and other pulse crops.

The annual Montana Agricultural Statistics bulletin is a cooperative effort
between the state and the National Agricultural Statistics Service, providing
county-by county data on the previous year's production of crops and
livestock. The bulletin and updates are available electronically at
www.nass.usda.gov/mt.

Sincerely,

Fon £ %523

Ron de Yong, Director, Montana Department of Agriculture

The United States Department of Agriculture has teamed with the Montana
Department of Agriculture to prepare the 47th edition of basic agricultural
information about Montana. The data contained in the 2010 Montana
Agricultural Statistics bulletin are essential to those who market and wish
to make educated decisions about Montana's agricultural bounty.

The National Agricultural Statistics Service provides timely, accurate and
useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. One of the guiding principles
in accomplishing this mission is the promise of confidentiality. Referencing
Title 7 of the U.S Code, NASS will not disclose individual information to the
public and shall be immune from mandatory disclosure of any type,
including legal process. NASS will not compromise the trust of the farmers
and ranchers who provide the personal information which is summarized
within this publication.

I would like to thank the farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses who take
the time from busy schedules to provide survey information. | would also
like to thank commodity organizations like the Montana Wheat and Barley
Committee, which supplies funding for several data series within this
publication that would not be possible otherwise. Finally, thank you to the
employees in the Montana Field Office and the National Association of State
Departments of Agriculture who dedicate themselves to provide service to
Montana agriculture.

jm /(W

Steve Anderson, Director, USDA, NASS, Montana Field Office
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