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ayear earlier. Thelndex of Livestock and Livestock Products
was up 4 points (3%) from last month and down 5 points (3%)
QK\% Agricultural Prices from last year. The Crop Index was down 1 point (1%) from
Y\QO Poultry Highlights last month and was 21 points (17%) below ayear ago.
O Cold Storage
Q Livestock Saughter
S—— By-Product Value U.S. INDEX OF PRICES RECEIVED
Meat Animals PDI
Farm Labor The All Farm Products Index of Prices Received by Farmers
inMay inthe United Stateswas 99 based on 1990-92=100, up
3 points (3.1%) from April. Price increases from April for
NEBRASKA PRICES RECEIVED INDEX hogs, broilers, oranges, and hay more than offset price
decreasesfor lettuce, strawberries, cattle, and eggs. Compared
Themid-May Index of Prices Received by Nebraskafarmers, with May 1998, the All Farm Products Index was 4 points
at 132% of its January-December 1977 average, was up 1 (3.9%) lower.

point (1%) from April but was down 12 points (8%) from
AVERAGE PRICESRECEIVED BY FARMERS

NEBRASKA UNITED STATES
COMMODITY Unit May April May 15, May April May 15, | %of | Parity
19981/ | 1999 1/ 1999 1998 1/ 1999 1/ 1999 | Parity | Price*

Wheat ............. Bu. $ 300 $ 258 $ 236 | $ 306 $ 262 $ 258 27 $971
Corn ..., Bu. 2.32 1.96 1.97 2.34 2.05 201 30 6.64
Oas.......c....... Bu. 1.65 1.32 1.25 1.53 1.18 121 35 3.47
Grain Sorghum ... ... Cwt. 3.62 3.18 3.20 3.69 3.09 302 29 10.50
Soybeans ........... Bu. 6.10 4.47 4.40 6.26 4.63 446 32 14.00
Hay, All, Baled .. .... Ton 67.00 40.00 42.00 102.00 81.90 91.60  ---
Alfalfa, Baled . . .. .. Ton 68.00 41.00 42.00 107.00 85.60 9570  ---
Other, Baled . . .. ... Ton 54.00 37.00 37.00 78.60 65.80 69.40  ---
Dry Edible Beans. . . . . Cwt. 19.70 16.00 15.80 20.80 16.80 1950 39 50.60
HOGS . ovvvvenn. Cwt. 43.70 32.00 40.00 42.30 30.20 3700 36  102.00
Barrows & Gilts ....  Cwi. 43.90 32.00 40.10 43.10 30.60 3750  ---
SOWS. . ....onn... Cwt. 29.80 26.60 34.10 28.60 23.10 2710 -
Beef Catle ......... Cwt. 65.60 65.80 64.20 63.00 62.70 6140 40  152.00
Steers& Heifers ....  Cwt. 66.60 66.80 65.00 66.30 66.00 6450  ---
COWS ..ot Cwt. 35.60 35.90 36.70 36.40 35.10 3630  ---
Caves ............. Cwt. 92.00 88.90 87.80 88.90 88.20 8720 45  194.00
Sheep ............. Cwt. 27.70 36.30 N/A 30.30 31.80 /7 N— 65.30
Lambs ............. Cwt. 88.40 69.40 N/A 63.00 67.40 N/A - 157.00
AllMIlk ........... Cwt. 12.70 11.70 12.40 13.30 12.60 1290 43 30.60
Milk, Fluid . ....... Cwt. 12.80 11.70 13.30 12.60 1290  ---
Milk, Mfg. ........ Cwt. 11.00 11.30 11.30 11.90 1160  ---

1/ Entire month average except hay. *Parity price based on datafor May 1999. NA = Not Available.
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NEBRASKA PRICE INDEX NUMBERS U.S.COLD STORAGE HIGHLIGHTS

(1977=100) - Frozen food stocksin refrigerated warehouses on April 30,
Item %g% 'i‘gég Mfg’gés' 1999 were greater than year earlier levels for butter, pork,
chicken, concentrated orange juice, vegetables, and
All Farm Products ........... .. 144 13l 132 potatoes. Stockson April 30for selected itemsand changes
AllCrops............... 122 102 101 from last year and last month follow:
Food Grains............ 142 122 111 Percent Change
Feed Grains& Hay ...... 120 100 101 Commodity 13‘&‘)"";5 Apr. Mar.
Oil Bearing Crops .. . . . .. % 66 65 ' ' 1998 1999
Miscellaneous Crops . . . . . 139 129 129 Total red meats . 933,454 +10% +5%
Livestock & Products. . . . . . 157 148 152 Beef ........ 317,025 -5% +2%
Meat Animals .......... 160 152 154 Pork ... 593,510 +22% +6%
Dairy Products.. . . ... . .. 137 127 134 Poultry ... 1,250,518 3% +7%
Turkey ...... 444,287 -23% +20%
Chicken ..... 800,192 +13% +2%

COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER
POULTRY HIGHLIGHTS- APRIL

Q0 0 April 1999 output and changes from last year and last
Item 1998 1999 99 % - :
of '98 month are shown below. April 1998 and April 1999 both
Millions Percent contained 22 weekdays and four Saturdays.

No. of Layers Total 1/ % Change
Nebraska . ..... 105 11.1 105 Item (L000) [ April | March
30 States . . ... .. 294.7 303.1 103 NEBRASKA
us .......... 311.9 320.9 103 -

Eggs Produced Cattle,head ......... 579.9 -3
Nebraska . . . .. 226 230 102 Hogs head ......... 534.7 +2 -8
30 States. . . . . . . 6,244 6,400 102 Sheep & Lambs, head 1 Same -50
US ..o 6,603 6,770 103 Red Meat, mil. Ibs. ... 555.0 +2 -5

Chickens, U.S. UNITED STATES
Hatched, April Cattle,head . ..... ... 2,971.5 +2 -3

Egg-type . .. .. 39.0 42.0 108 Calves head ........ 96.8 -12 -17

Broiler ... .... 708.3 734.3 104 Hogs head ......... 8,534.4 +2 -6
Hatched thru April Sheep & Lambs, head 309.9 -19 -27

Egg-type ... 1514 154.7 102 Red Meat, mil. Ibs. . .. 3,8235 +3 5

Broiler . ...... 2,795.1 2,886.6 103 )

1/ Excludes animals slaughtered on farms.
BY PRODUCT VALUE PER 1000 POUND STEER
Chicago Prices from National Provisioner
By-Product 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 I\Qggéh
Dollars Per Head

Butt-branded hide . . ... 50.21 49.35 52.04 58.11 50.04 50.11 59.78 50.37 47.10

Liver ............... 1.50 1.48 2.49 291 3.24 3.38 341 2.90 1.80

Tongue ............. 4.65 5.66 512 5.04 5.20 5.85 6.65 6.49 5.60

Heart .............. .97 1.21 1.20 91 .79 .82 .95 .93 .56

Cheeks ............. 1.90 1.71 1.88 1.50 1.23 1.43 1.56 1.27 1.38

TripeSc ............ 1.10 1.09 1.13 1.15 .74 1.00 1.15 1.23 1.07

Talow, edible ........ 2.12 2.33 2.44 2.85 3.23 3.29 351 2.86 1.95

Talow, inedible. ... ... 4.87 5.56 6.49 7.67 8.47 9.11 9.22 7.57 453

Meat scraps . ......... 3.32 3.43 3.66 3.18 3.00 4.01 4.34 2.63 2.07

Total 9 selected items . . 70.63 71.80 76.47 83.32 84.04 94.33 90.54 76.24 66.07

Total by product value . . 81.88  83.30 88.18 95.32 96.29 100.51 103.29 88.53 78.57




MEAT ANIMALS PRODUCTION, DISPOSITION AND INCOME

CATTLE AND CALVES

Inventory Numbers, Calf Crop and Disposition 1/

Production and Income

ltem NEBRASKA U.S. ltem NEBRASKA U.S.
1997 | 1998 1997 | 1998 1997 1998 1997 1998
Thousand head

Inventory, Production 4/

January 1 ........... 6,550 6,750 101,656 99,744 Millionlbs. ......... 4,030.3 4,212.7 40,891.7 41,565.1

CdfCrop ............ 1,820 1,820 38,961 38,582 |[Marketings 5/

Inshipments .......... 4,000 3,900 23,828 22,149 Millionlbs. ......... 6,592.8 6,891.9 56,968.1 55,831.0

Marketings 2/ Price per cwt.

Catle .............. 5,432 5,542 49,647 47,757 Catle$............ 66.70 61.80 63.10 59.60
Caves.............. 86 86 10,154 9,760 Caves$ ........... 86.00 83.80 78.90 78.80

Farm dlaughter 3/ ... . . .. 2 2 223 216 ||Vaue of Production

Desaths Million$ .......... 2,428.6 2,316.3 24,804.2 24,100.1
Catle .............. 100 95 1,847 1,673 || Cash Receipts 6/

Caves.............. 100 95 2,829 2,547 Million$ .......... 4,403.1 4,265.7 35,999.6 33,7239

Inventory, Gross Income 7/
endofyear .......... 6,750 6,650 99,744 98,522 Million$ .......... 4,411.2 4,273.6 36,321.7 34,029.9

HOGS AND PIGS
Inventory Numbers, Pig Crop and Disposition 1/ Production and Income
NEBRASKA U.S. NEBRASKA U.S.
Item Item
1997 | 1998 1997 | 1998 1997 1998 1997 1998
Thousand head

Inventory, Dec. 18/ .. .. 3,550 3,500 56,124 61,158 || Production 4/

Sows Farrowed Millionlbs. ......... 1,424.9 1,450.5 23,979.2 25,756.5
December-May ...... 340 335 5,595 6,014 ||Marketings 5/

June-November ... ... 330 345 5,884 6,047 Millionlbs. ......... 1,447.0 1,482.7 24,165.8 26,549.2

Pig Crop Average Price
December-May ...... 2,882 2,831 48,394 52,469 perewt.$ .......... 55.40 37.10 52.90 34.40
June-November ... ... 2,814 2,950 51,190 52,535 |[Vaue of Production

Inshipments .......... 275 270 14,935 19,407 Million$9/ ........ 784.8 534.9 12,551.8 8,637.3

Marketings2/ ......... 5,754 5,889 104,301 117,275 || Cash Receipts 6/

Farm dlaughter 3/ ... .. .. 2 2 161 163 Million$ .......... 805.8 553.3 13,053.7 9,396.2

Deaths .............. 265 260 5,023 5,926 ||GrossIncome 7/

Year endinventory .... 3,500 3,400 61,158 62,206 Million$ .......... 807.4 554.4 13,102.0 9,430.4

SHEEP AND LAMBS
Inventory Numbers, Lamb Crop and Disposition 1/ Production and Income
NEBRASKA U.S. NEBRASKA U.S.
Item Item
1997 | 1998 1997 | 1998 1997 1998 1997 1998
Thousand head

Inventory, Jan. 110/ ... 95 100 8,024 7,825 ||Production 4/

Lambs Saved Millionlbs. ......... 11.1 11.1 602.5 555.7
Number ............ 95 96 5,356 5,013 [|Marketings 5/

Inshipments Millionlbs. ......... 155 15.6 781.0 742.2
Sheep & Lambs ....... 64 65 2,055 1,751 ||Price per cwt.

Marketings 2/ Sheep$............ 35.10 31.10 37.90 30.60
Sheep ... 22 25 1,015 977 Lambs$ ........... 90.90 74.80 90.30 72.30
Lambs.............. 115 114 5,676 5,510 [|Vaueof Production

Farm dlaughter 3/ ... . . .. 1 1 71 73 Million$ .......... 8.4 6.8 489.6 355.6

Desaths Cash Receipts 6/

Sheep ... 5 5 305 291 Million$ .......... 12.1 10.0 635.5 4834
Lambs.............. 12 12 543 501 |[|GrossIncome 7/
Year endinventory .... 100 105 7,825 7,238 Million$ .......... 12.2 10.0 646.8 492.1

1/ Balancesheet estimates. 2/ Includes custom slaughter for use on farmswhere produced and state outshipments, but excludesinterfarm saleswithinthe state. 3/ Excludescustom
slaughter for farmers at commercial establishments. 4/ Adjustments made for changes in inventory and for inshipments. 5/ Excludes custom slaughter for use on farms where
produced and interfarm saleswithinthestate. 6/ Receiptsfrom marketingsand sale of farm daughter. For hogs, includesallowancefor higher average price of state outshipments
of feeder pigs. 7/ Difference between grossincome and cash recei pts equal s value of home consumption. 8/ December 1 previousyear. 9/ Includesallowancefor higher average
price of state inshipments and outshipments of feeder pigs. 10/ Includes new crop lambs.



HIRED WORKERSON FARMS & FARM WAGE RATES
SELECTED REGIONS AND UNITED STATES, APRIL 12-18, 1998 & APRIL 11-17, 1999 1/

WAGE RATES
. Type of work
Region 2/ Hired Workers | 11 Hired Workers ) yp. Fidd &
Field Livestock .
Livestock
1998 | 1999 1998 | 1999 1998 | 1999 1998 | 1999 1998 [ 1999
Thousands Dollars per hour
Lake ..., 59 55 8.06 8.09 7.39 7.95 7.43 7.03 7.41 7.54
Cornbelt! ........ 47 42 8.14 8.35 7.39 7.71 8.13 7.47 7.62 7.66
Cornbelt Il . ....... 32 24 7.64 8.27 7.49 7.02 7.23 8.54 7.37 8.07
Northern Plains . . .. 41 29 7.63 7.66 7.55 7.82 6.62 7.00 7.15 7.41
Southern Plains . . . . 58 51 6.72 7.18 6.20 6.41 6.29 6.66 6.25 6.51
Mountain| ....... 20 22 6.46 6.71 6.51 6.54 5.92 6.53 6.21 6.54
Mountain!l ....... 19 18 7.43 8.08 6.80 7.58 7.14 7.67 6.97 7.63
United States . . . . .. 803 844 7.49 7.84 7.00 7.23 6.99 7.36 7.00 7.26

1/ Excludes agricultural service workers. 2/ Regions consist of the following: Lake: Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin; Cornbelt I:
[llinois, Indiana, Ohio; Cornbelt I1: lowa, Missouri; Northern Plains: Kansas, NEBRASKA, North Dakota, South Dakota; Southern
Plains: Oklahoma, Texas, Mountain |: Idaho, Montana, Wyoming; Mountain Il: Colorado, Nevada, Utah.

ALL HIRED WORKERS: WAGE RATES, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM
BY REGION AND 48 STATES 1/

Region April 12-18, 1998 April 11-17, 1999
5/ Lessthan | $40,000- | $100,000- | $250,000 All Lessthan | $40,000- | $100,000- | $250,000 All
~ $40,000 | $99,999 | $249,999 | & over Farms | $40,000 | $99,999 | $249,999 | & over Farms
Dollars per hour

Northeast ...  6.85 6.72 7.21 7.76 7.47 3 5.60 7.56 8.44 8.03
Appalachian 5.79 6.68 6.70 7.27 6.84 5.93 6.96 6.70 7.49 7.15
Southeast ...  6.29 7.82 6.52 7.22 7.15 3 8.23 6.85 7.83 7.78
Lake ...... 7.35 6.53 7.15 7.37 8.06 6.60 3 6.53 8.48 8.09
Cornbelt ...  6.57 7.17 7.88 8.18 7.94 7.43 3 7.29 8.68 8.32
Deta...... 7.83 6.24 5.67 6.39 6.30 3 6.25 6.34 7.03 6.81
No. Plains ..  6.48 6.39 6.58 8.08 7.63 6.10 7.00 7.31 8.22 7.66
So. Plains .. 6.13 4.78 5.95 7.30 6.72 6.84 3 7.58 7.14 7.18
Mountain...  5.63 7.36 6.80 7.11 6.94 3 6.50 6.31 7.45 7.39
Pecific .. ... 7.97 7.35 7.59 7.90 7.87 7.83 8.21 7.70 8.08 8.05
48 States ... 6.58 6.79 6.97 7.71 7.49 7.41 7.54 7.20 7.99 7.84

1/ Excludes agricultural service workers. 2/ Regions consist of: Northeast: CT, DE, MD, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT.
Appaachian: KY,NC, TN, VA, WV. Southeast: AL, FL, GA, SC. Lake: MI, MN, WI. Cornbelt: IA,IL, IN, MO, OH. Deta AR,
LA, MS. Northern Plains: KS, NE, ND, SD. Southern Plains: OK, TX. Mountain: AZ, CO, ID, MT, NM, NV, UT, WY. Pacific:
CA, OR, WA. 48 States: All States, excluding AK and HI. 3/ Insufficient data.



