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                                       Dear Cattle Feeders:  
                                           Information contained herein is the result of mail, phone and 
                                       personal interview surveys conducted during the past few weeks. 
                                      Special recognition and appreciation are extended to all 
                                      producers and agribusinesses who provided data making these 
                                      reports possible. 
  
                                                                 

                              
                             Mark Harris 

                                                                            Director 
 

 

 
 

Cattle on Feed:  Number on Feed, Placements, Marketings, and Other Disappearance, 
1,000+ Capacity Feedlots, by Month, State, and United States, 2005-2006 

October 1 
Number on Feed1 

September 
Placements 

September 
Marketings 

September 
Other Disappearance2 State 

2005 2006 2006/2005 2005 2006 2006/2005 2005 2006 2006/2005 2005 2006 2006/2005 
 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 

Arizona 318 336 106 29 28  97 24 26 108 1 2 200 
California 535 525  98 68 72 106 57 64 112 6 3  50 
Colorado 900 1,060 118 280 245  88 145 140 97 5 5 100 
Idaho 270 265 98 69 72 104 48 41 85 1 1 100 
Iowa 410 460 112 90 81  90 74 73  99 1 3 300 
Kansas 2,250 2,450 109 510 500 98 455 420  92 15 20 133 
Nebraska 1,940 2,220 114 500 500 100 320 320 100 10 10 100 
New Mexico 136 143 105 26 21 81 22 16  73 3 4 133 
Oklahoma 335 355 106 69 71 103 53 59 111 1 2 200 
South Dakota 130 170 131 40 50 125 40 34  85 2 1  50 
Texas 2,830 2,930 104 550 495 90 510 510 100 10 15 150 
Washington 153 171 112 40 37 93 25 23 92 1 1 100 
Other States 275 300 109 84 60  71 43 39 91 1 1 100 
U.S. 10,482 11,385 109 2,355 2,232 95 1,816 1,765  97 57 68 119 
1Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce 
a carcass that will grade select or better. 
2Includes death loss, movement from feedlots to pasture, and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. 
Source:  USDA NASS Cattle on Feed, October 20, 2006  

Cattle on Feed:  Number Placed on Feed by Weight Group, 1,000+ Capacity 
Feedlots, by Month, State, and United States, 2005-2006 

During September 
Under 600 600-699 700-799 800 Plus Total State 

2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 
1,000 Head 

Colorado 30 50 45 35 70 50 135 110 280 245 
Kansas 120 185 120 105 130 100 140 110 510 500 
Nebraska 85 105 90 70 120 120 205 205 500 500 
Texas 175 230 185 135 130  85 60  45 550 495 
Other States 155 155 65 67 100  95 195 175 515 492 
U.S. 565 725 505 412 550 450 735   645 2,355 2,232 
Source:  USDA NASS Cattle on Feed October 20, 2006 
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Classification of Livestock Slaughtered Under Federal Inspection:  United States 

Jan-Sep1 Jan-Sep1 
Item 

Sep 
2005 

Aug 
2006 

Sep 
2006 2005 2006 

Sep 
2005 

Aug 
2006 

Sep 
2006 2005 2006 

 1,000 
Head 

1,000 
Head 

1,000 
Head 

1,000 
Head 

1,000 
Head 

Percent of 
Total 

Percent of 
Total 

Percent of 
Total 

Percent of 
Total 

Percent of 
Total 

Class2           
Cattle           
  Steers 1,476 1,690 1,461 12,749 13,415 54.1 54.7 53.7 53.2 53.7 
  Heifers 816 854 767 7,363 7,337 29.9 27.7 28.2 30.7 29.4 
  All Cows 392 497 448 3,471 3,845 14.4 16.1 16.5 14.5 15.4 
  Dairy Cows 190 217 206 1,644 1,704 7.0 7.0 7.6 6.9 6.8 
  Other Cows 202 280 242 1,827 2,141 7.4 9.1 8.9 7.6 8.6 
  Bulls & Stags 44 49 45 380 381 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.5 

           
Total1 2,729  3,089 2,721 23,964 24,979 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

           
Hogs           
  Barrows &  Gilts 8,487 *8,683 8,434 72,786 73,455 96.7 96.6 96.5 96.6 96.5 
  Sows 266 283 267 2,321 2,397 3.0 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.2 
  Stags & Boars 25 25 37 209 233 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3 

           
Total1 8,778 *8,991 8,738 75,316 76,086 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

           
Sheep           
  Mature Sheep 11 11 10 98 87 5.0 5.0 4.8 5.2 4.6 
  Lambs & Yrlngs 208 202 195 1,808 1,813 95.0 95.0 95.2 94.8 95.4 

           
Total1 219 213 205 1,906 1,901 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

*Revised. 
1Total and percentages based on unrounded data.  2Species totals and classification reported by meat inspectors, Inspection 
Operations, FSIS. 
Source:  USDA NASS Livestock Slaughter October 20, 2006 

 

Federally Inspected Red Meat Production:  United States1 
Sep 06 % of Jan-Sep2 

Class 
Sep 

2005 
Aug 
2006 

Sep 
2006 Sep 

2005 
Aug 
2006 

2005 2006 06 as % 
of 05 

 Million 
Pounds 

Million 
Pounds 

Million 
Pounds Percent Percent Million 

Pounds 
Million 
Pounds Percent 

Beef 2,127    2,413 2,133 100 88 18,212 19,327 106 
Veal 13.0 13.9 12.5  97 90 114.4 111.1 97 
Pork 1,728 1,757 1,728 100  98 15,028 15,263 102 
Lamb & Mutton 15.0 13.8 13.4 90  97 133.3 133.0 100 
         
Total Red Meat 3,883  4,198 3,887 100 93 33,488 34,834 104 

1Based on packers’ dressed weights and excludes farm slaughter.  2Accumulated totals and percentages based on unrounded data. 
Source:  USDA NASS Livestock Slaughter October 20, 2006 

 



National Summary of Beef Graded2 

 Jan3 Feb3 Mar3 Apr3 May3 Jun3 Jul3 Aug3 Sep3 Oct3 Nov3 Dec3 
Calendar 

Year4 
Quality Grade % of Total 
  Prime 2004 2.72 3.03 3.13 2.77 2.50 2.59 2.87 3.24 3.37 3.52 3.77 3.38 3.06 
 2005 3.27 3.12 3.10 2.76 2.51 2.68 2.90 3.14 3.63 3.49 3.42 3.24 3.09 
 2006 2.79 2.84 3.00 2.79 2.44 2.55 2.76 2.74      
  Choice 2004 58.42 57.99 57.70 55.64 55.32 57.16 58.41 58.42 57.45 56.90 58.24 58.44 57.49 
 2005 59.33 59.59 58.35 56.21 56.22 57.98 58.27 57.20 54.89 55.60 56.55 56.76 57.24 
 2006 57.68 58.41 57.82 54.97 53.63 54.55 56.43 55.57      
  Select 2004 38.51 38.60 38.84 41.12 41.65 39.87 38.26 37.84 38.74 39.18 37.61 37.75 39.03 
 2005 36.93 36.89 38.11 40.64 41.19 39.28 38.75 39.60 41.41 40.85 39.97 39.94 39.48 
 2006 39.43 38.65 39.08 42.10 43.88 42.82 40.76 41.64      
  Other1 2004 0.35 0.38 0.32 0.46 0.53 0.38 0.46 0.50 0.44 0.40 0.38 0.44 0.42 
 2005 0.48 0.40 0.44 0.39 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.06 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.07 0.18 
 2006 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.14 0.05 0.08 0.05 0.05      
Yield Grade % of Total 
  #1 2004 10.03 10.48 11.21 11.06 11.01 9.80 8.60 8.83 9.06 9.30 9.55 9.79 9.89 
 2005 10.22 10.64 12.11 12.88 12.00 10.37 9.67 9.97 9.78 10.10 9.68 9.23 10.56 
 2006  8.74  9.34 10.26 11.24 10.42  9.36 7.82 7.89      
  #2 2004 42.01 43.38 43.93 45.26 44.46 42.56 39.76 38.68 39.44 39.39 39.85 41.16 41.71 
 2005 41.86 41.61 42.93 44.07 43.09 40.96 38.88 38.24 37.97 38.36 38.53 39.63 40.47 
 2006 39.35 39.06 39.30 40.77 40.03 38.25 35.77 34.98      
  #3 2004 41.44 39.91 38.78 38.31 38.85 40.41 42.58 42.78 42.09 41.63 41.16 40.83 40.70 
 2005 39.97 39.19 37.44 36.73 37.89 40.11 41.53 41.28 41.57 40.66 41.01 41.45 39.92 
 2006 42.16 41.49 40.15 39.03 40.25 42.59 43.46 43.48      
  #4 2004 5.94 5.66 5.49 4.92 5.22 6.57 8.13 8.63 8.31 8.44 8.26 7.26 6.89 
 2005 7.10 7.63 6.74 5.75 6.40 7.72 8.78 9.26 9.34 9.48 9.32 8.57 8.03 
 2006 8.71 9.00 9.02 7.96 8.23 9.68 11.26 11.70      
  #5 2004 0.58 0.57 0.59 0.46 0.46 0.66 0.92 1.07 1.10 1.24 1.18 0.96 0.81 
 2005 0.84 0.93 0.78 0.56 0.62 0.84 1.14 1.26 1.33 1.40 1.46 1.12 1.02 
 2006 1.05 1.12 1.26 0.99 1.07 0.13 1.69 1.95      
Total Lbs. (million lbs.) 
 2004 1,387.2 1,399.4 1,762.0 1,389.9 1,628.0 1,993.2 1,498.5 1,549.4 1,860.3 1,541.3 1,374.6 1,688.5 19,092.4 
 2005 1,386.4 1,355.7 1,737.1 1,421.5 1,585.5 1,980.5 1,579.3 2,050.0 1,544.1 1,511.9 1,803.4 1,415.0 19,378.1 
 2006 1,419.0 1,416.0 1,857.6 1,528.2 2,037.9 1,748.4 1,629.3 2,059.2      
Percent of Total Beef Graded 
 2004 81.9 83.6 83.2 82.3 85.1 86.5 85.4 84.6 83.4 83.1 83.9 81.5 83.7 
 2005 81.9 82.4 83.6 84.3 85.3 85.8 86.0 86.3 84.6 83.0 82.4 82.3 84.1 
 2006 85.1 83.8 83.5 83.8 84.9 85.9 85.3 83.2      
1Other: Standard, Commercial, Utility, Cutter and Canner.  2Percentages are based on total quality graded or total yield graded.  
3Month indicates sum of weeks ending Saturday for those weeks where a majority of the days fall in the indicated month.  4Calendar 
year totals may not add because they refer to the period Jan 1 thru Dec 31, rather than the sum of weeks ending Saturday, applicable to
that year. 
SOURCE:  USDA Agricultural Marketing Service 
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Commercial Beef Production
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Certified Broiler Slaughter
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Cattle Carcass Weights
Federally Inspected
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