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WEATHER The week was slightly colder than normal over the eastern portion of the

state and considerably solder over the west. Light to moderate snow fell

over the centra_ and eastern portions of the state during the middle of the week, but

there vms little or no precipitation over the Panhandle.

December was considerably colder than normal, with precipitation slightly above

normal for the state as a whole. Snowfall was very heavy over the northern portion

of the state, gradually diminishing to the southv_ard, where it was very deficient

from Custer county southward to the Kansas borde_.

CROPS Winter wheat was benefited by the snow of the past week. It was limited

largely to the winter wheat belt but rather light in the western third of the

state. There were very few reports of any drifting. The moisture from the snow will

pack the soil around the wheat plant and the moisture of the top soil will check

winter damage. Repor£s to date have been very favorable except where previous snows

blew off the fields prior to the sub-zero temperatures_

Further concern is expressed over the rapidly disappearing hay and corn supplies.

Continued cold, stormy weather has increased the hay requirements for livestock and

reduced quality of the hay, due to wet weather during harvest,

Larger amounts of soft corn are required and there is increasing concern over a short-

age of grain feed before the next corn crop is harvested, l_eports indicate increas-

ing interest in testing oats for seed in order to get earlier feed next summer.

There is also increased activity in testing of other seeds for planting. A report

from the North Platte Valley says the potato ceilings have virtually stopped all

sales and processing.

Cold weather has checked spoilage of corn except in cribs that had started to

heat, Cold weather has increased rather than decreased spoilage in cribs that were

he_ting before the temperature dropped. The high temperature and steam passing from

heated corn condenses as it strikes the cold air. This increases the moisture in

corn by condensation at the edge of the heated corn, thereby increasing the spoilage.

_st reports indicate that corn is keeping that was placed in ventilated cribs that

had not started to heat before the cold weather. Forced air in proper ventilated

cribs if continued will eventually dry the corn.

LIVESTOC K The reports on feeding operations in the counties varies greatly. Some

reports indicate greatly increased feeding operations, while others in-

dicate a tendency to wait to see if the soft corn will keep. Still others report

considerable movement of cattle and hogs to market as the corn supply disappears.

Generally, there seems to be lack of in%crest in feeding hogs. Feeder cattle can be

purchased at a lower price which may stimulate increased feeding if the corn supply

is ample, Some loss of early calves in the range area is reported. One county re-

ports that feeding too much soft corn to dairy cattle is causing trouble. There is

a strong demand for alfalfa hay of good quality.

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF pRECIPITATION FORWEEK ENDING JANUARY 7j 1952

Eastern Division Central Division Western Division

Grand Island ,II _0 0 Burwell .O6 Chadron O

Lincoln .2T Lexington j19 Imperial .04

Norfolk .O8 Ir _ _D-_ North Platte ,ll Scottsbluff .O2

Omaha .31 Valentine .16 Sidney .01

Sioux City olS



%

Ave. Dep

_st .73 - ,07
Central .69 _.O6

West .6_ _.07

State .69 @.02
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HICHEST AND LO_fEST TE_LPERATURES (for 2_ ho_s ending in a.m.)

Jan.

1st 2nd , _rd ' _th 5th 6th _th
Max _in Max ]gin _ax _in Ymx _in _ax _[in _ax _in _ax _in

6 - 7 21 - h 26 -- _3 _ 33 15 3_ 7 _7 18

9-1 2& 7 25 _ 30 lO 36 12 _2 9 _0 21
22 - 5 19 h 27 - 2 37 23 31 2 20 - 5 37 15

2 -15 17 - 7 20 /4- 32 15 26 4 25 5 58 22
32 - 5 8 - _ 27 - 1 3h 20 32 5 20 - 2 33 2O
3h - h 8 - 7 27 0 35 15 32 5 18 - h 2_ lh

32 1 17 8 36 8 38 19 . 32 3 23 3 32 19

36 - 1 27 7 3L_ O 37 21 31 O _l - 5 33 8

35 2 ll 6 3} 12 37 25 30 lO 25 , 1 25 23
3& 0 9 0 27 O 37 2& 31 8 25-. h 25 17

15 - 2 30 12 31 O 35 iO 38 6 35 0 32 13
2_ l 29 13 30 5 36 20 36 9 35 5 35 16
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