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_WATHER Temperatures averaged below normal during the week, with uuseaeonably cool

weather 8t the beginning, warm during the middle and turning cool at the
close. Rainfall v'as heavy to excessive over the seuth-_:ent:'al and southeastern

portions of the c3_e_ and l_gh_ to moderate elsewherJ oc_u_._g mostly as showers

and _hunderstc_-m_ durin_ the last two days. There was much sunshine and wind move-

ment was generally rather low.

q

CROPS About 7g_ of the wheat was harvested by the close of last week. Most of the

unharvested _heat is in northern and Panhandle counties_ Rains have delayed

harvesting this week but next week _hculd see the finish, including extreme north-

western Nebraska° This week's _eturns indicate that the yield will support, if not

exceed, the official July I estLmaL_ of 23 bushels per acre_ The damage from the heat

wave was not as large as expected but will probably amc_ut to l_ or 12%,

The loss of winter wheat, 305_COL_ acres, was largely from ha1_, leaving 4,302,000

acres the third largest harvested acreage_ The crop of nearly 99 m_llion bushels

ekceeds the previous resord in 1947 by 7 million bushels. The yield of 23 bushels

was reached in 1906, 1945 and 1946 and exceeded only in 1942 when it averaged 24
bushels.

The substantial rainfall covering all but a small part of the Corn Belt has

brought corn much nearer to a bumper crop. Corn lacks rain in a half dozen south-

western counties where some of the top leaves had started to burn. Most of the sub-

soil is now saturated and if ample rainfall is received between now and August 15 a

a bumper crop will be assured. Corn is early and 8% of it had tasseled by the close

of last week. Corn has an exceptionally dark green color and luxurious growth, The

area for harvest, 7,080,000 acres, is the smallest in the past ten years, but the

July 1 forecast of nearly 255 million bushels has been exceeded only in 1896, 1923,
1927, 1932 and 1944e

The harvest of oats is well advanced with yields varying from failure to very

good yields. Because of the greatly increased acreage, the crop is estimated at

nearly 60 million bushels, only slightly below that of last year. The barley acreage

is much smaller and the production about 70% of last year. Both crops were damaged

by the heat wave. Some counties report a large percent of the oats cut for hay.

Rains are reviving the pasture in eastern and southern Nebraska except five or

six southwestern Nebraska counties. The Panhandle has received good rains but most

of the Sandhills need rain badly. The wild hay crop in the Sandhills was reduced

by June drouth and heat_ The July 1 estimate of all hay was 9%bele_ last yearls

crop, The recent substantial rain should give a good start to the third crop of

alfalfa. The second crop of alfalfa was light. The rains gave quite a boost to

forage crops. There is a 24% reduction in sorghum acreage.

Feed grains are ample in 83% of the counties with 8% reporting a surplus and

12% a shortage. Hay and forage is generally reported ample to surplus. About 14%

of the counties report a shortage of range and pasture and the balance ample. After

the recent rains moisture was generally ample except for a half dozen eout_testern

counties and the Sandhills, The surface moisture was reported short prior to the

recent rains and a few counties reported subsoil moisture short but most of them

reported ample.

The increase of 2,000 acres of sugar beets planted was less than expected and

there is considerable dar_ge from hail. The area of potatoes for harvest is up

3,000 acres with about the same production as last year but only about 60% of the

1941-80 average. There was a reduction of about I_ in the acreage of dry edible

beans for harvest and the forecast of production is lower. There were 90,000 acres

of soybeans planted, an increase of 80%, _ D_
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HIGHEST AND L6/fEST TEMPERATURES (for 2@ hours ending in a.m_)

JULY

8th 9th lOth llth 12th 13th 14th

Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min

NW Chadron 73 4Q 85 46 92 55 97 59 84 55 85 58 62 41

8cottsbluff 71 42 83 50 90 54 95 62 87 56 87 56 72 45

Sidney 69 37 83 44 89 49 94 54 92 51 98 55 85 48
N-C Burwell -- ...... 90 5_ 100 68 97 -- 94 59 82 53

Valentine _ 70 42 84 50 93 63 99 66 90 61 89 61 73 48
NE Norfolk :' 72 52 79 60 88 61 94 66 ............

Sioux City _ 73 53 79 56 87 61 91 67 92 70 91 65 81 58
Cen, Grand Island 72 46 81 52 91 58 97 66 .... 97 65 83 56

Lexington 73 43 80 49 92 56 95 64 94 64 94 62 80 53
E-C "Lincoln "94 54 78 5g 92 65 98 70 97 71 93 65 83 65

Omaha '75 54 77 57 90 63 94 69 95 71 93 69 83 86

SW Imperial 71 38 84 477 94 50 99 61 -- 60 94 60 82 52
North Platte 73 40' -- 53 94 58 98 69 96 51 9_ 59 83 55

WEATHER BUREAU TEIE_IAPHZC REPCRT OF PRECIPITATION FOR WEEK ENDING JULY 14, 1952

Average this week

Total since April 1

Nor_r_l since April 1

Easter_ Division Eastern Div._ Cont'd, Central Division Western Division

Albion 1,98 .Hartington -- Broken Bow ,76 Alliance ,40

Ashland 1,41 Hastings 3,70 Burwell ,73 Chadron ,33

Auburn 3,58 Linco.lu 3,62 Cambridge 3,18 Culbertson .95

Beatrice 2,26 Norfolk -- Holdrege 2.58 Imperial .I0

Columbus 3.37 _kdale -- Lexington 1.73 Kimball .98

Fairbury 1.O9 Omaha 1.20 North Loup .99 8eottsbluff 0

Fairmont 7.50 Red Cloud 2.21 North Platte I_5 Sidney .81

Falls City 1.7B St. Paul 1.62 O'Neill 0
Fremont 1.23 Teka_ah 2.44 Ravenna 2.53

Grand Island 4.47 Wakefield 1. I0 Valentine .07

York 3.09

2.65

14,52
'" 12.55

1.36

8,86

10.72

0.51

6.75

8,83


