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CROP S

Widespread thunderstorms occurred

du=ing the week_rlth amounts ranging from

a few tenths of an inch up to two to three

inches. Temperatures averaged from two

degrees above normal in the Panhandle to

one to four degrees below normal over the

remainder of the State.

GENERAL

Cool, wet weather during the week con-

tinued to slow Nebraska's row crops in

their movement toward maturity. As the

week closed, development was nearly two

weeks behind normal. Irrigation activities

also slowed this week wlth some producers

having turned off their equipment for the

season. Ground preparation for the 1983

winter wheat crop contlnued across the

State with planting activities expected to

get underway in the west, the first part

of September. The harvest of dry edible

beans was also beginning in the Panhandle.

The third cutting of alfalfa passed the

halfway mark with the weeks wet, cool con-

ditions frustrating the proper drying of

cut stands. The number of days considered

suitable for fieldwork during the week

were 4.7.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 25%

short, 59% adequate and 16% surplus. Sub-

soil supplies were 12% short, 86% adequate

and 2% surplus. A year ago, topsoil mois-

ture was 8% short, 77% adequate and 15%

surplus. Subsoil supplies were 17% short

and 83% adequate.

• Corn crop condition rated 18% fair,

72% good and 10% excellent. Fifty-five

percent of the crop was in the dough stage

compared to 80% last year and normal. Only

15% of the crop had dented, with 35% a year

ago and 40% normal.

Soybean crop condition was 21% fair,

68% good and 9% excellent. Podding was

reported on 85% of the acreage, compared to

100% last year. However, only 1% of the

crop was turning color. This compares to

6% last year and 10% normal.

The crop condition on sorghum rated

i% poor, 22% fair, 68% good and 9% excellent.

Heading was reached by 90% of the crop, com-

pared to 100% last year and normal. Five

percent of the crop acreage was turning

color, with 35% last year and 45% normal.

The third cutting of alfalfa moved a-

head to 60% harvested. Normally 70% is cut

by this date and 70% was harvested by this

date last year.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies were

shown as adequate or better in all but a

few northeastern counties. In those areas,

cattle were being moved to graze small grain

stubble. In other parts of the State, the

cool temperatures and adequate moisture were

bringing some brome pastures out of dormancy.

However, insect activity on livestock has

also increased.
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