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WEATHER

Temperatures for the week were near normal
across the State. Precipitation occurred the first part of the
week with amounts varying from two-tenths of an inch up
to nearly two inches.

GENERAL

Fieldwork activities increased during the latter half
of last week with the drier, sunny weather conditions,
according to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service.
Producers were able to work on weed control, harvest hay
and small grains, and move some farm-stored grain to
market. Harvest activities remained active but slow due to
wet field conditions, with deep ruts left in some fields.
Crop conditions overall have improved this past week due
to reduced rainfall and more sunshine. Some crops in
areas where excess water was a problem continued to
deteriorate.

CROPS

Winter_wheat condition was rated at 11% very

r, 14% poor, 33% fair, 33% good, and 9% excellent.
arvest made good progress last week with the drier
conditions and at week’s end, 62% had been combined,
about two and a half weeks behind the average of 94%.
Reports indicated that weather-damaged wheat was yielding
lower with reduced test weights. Harvesting was slowed
due to wet fields, lodging, and/or weed growth. Some fields
or parts of fields may be abandoned due to these problems.
Corn condition was rated at 1% very poot, 6%

poor, 28% fair, 61% good, and 4% excellent. Sunshine and
warmer temperatures last week improved the crop’s
condition and c}uickened the maturity process. As of
Sunday, 61% of the crop had reached the silking stage,

CROPS (Cont.)

compared with 81% last year and 87% for the S-year
average. Fields in low-lying areas with excess moisture
continue to exhibit crop deterioration.

Soybean condition was rated at 4% poor, 36% fair,
58% good, and 2% excellent. Chemical and mechanical
weed control activities made good progress last week as the
weather conditions improved. Blooming progressed to 52%
by the end of the week, compared with 74% last year and
82% for the 5-year average.

Sorghum condition was rated at 4% very r,
15% poor, 40% fair, 39% good, and 2% excellent.
Previous weather conditions had hindered cro
development, but heading has begun in a few fields. This
is about two to three weeks behind normal. Continued
drier, warmer weather conditions are needed for proper
development and maturation.

Dry bean condition was rated at 3% poor, 27% fair
and 70% good. As of Sunday, 39% had reached the
blooming stage with 3% setting pods.

Alfalfa condition was rated at 1% very poor, 8%
poor, 27% fair, 58% good, and 6% excellent. Haying
activities made good Erogress with the improved weather
conditions. At week’s end, 65% had n harvested
compared with 86% last year and 91% for the 5-year
average. Wild hay conditior was rated at 9% fair, 66%
good, and 25% excellent. Haying was active where surface
conditions permitted.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 108% of
normal and compares with 99% of normal last year at this
time. Pastures continued to provide excellent grazing for
livestock in most areas. Mud in feedlots continued to be a
problem.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS sTATE | LAST LAST | AVER-
AS OF AUGUST 1, 1993 NW l NC ] NE | ¢ | EC | swW | sc | SsE WEEK | YEAR | AGE
% wheat npe 100 100 94 100 100 100 100 100 100 98 100 100
% wheat harvested 74 44 28 25 42 75 51 35 62 28 73 94
% oals harvested 9 44 47 29 27 43 2 3 3 3 54 86
% corn silked 30 69 49 58 n 54 n 67 61 29 81 87
% corn dough stage 1 2 1 1 2 0 4 7 4 0 10 15
% soybeans blooming 0 69 46 16 52 40 44 67 52 34 74 B2
% soybeans setting pods 0 26 6 0 8 4 9 15 9 5 22 3t
% dry beans bloomung 44 58 0 0 0 30 53 0 39 29 n/a n/a
% dry beans podded 3 15 0 0 0 4 9 0 3 1 n/a n/a
% alfalfa second cutting 65 77 70 61 50 75 76 42 65 39 86 9
'DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION AS OF JULY 30, 1993
Days suitable 50 44 4.4 3z 20 36 25 22 33 18 217
Topsoil mosture - Short 13 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 3 1 0

(Percent) - Adequate 87 3 47 38 17 43 17 8 41 26 60

- Surplus 0 27 33 62 33 43 83 92 56 73 40

Subsoll moisture - Short 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 4

(Percent) - Adequale 87 82 47 75 26 86 33 8 51 40 88

- Surplus 0 18 53 25 74 14 67 92 47 59 ]

n/a - not available
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CROP MOISTURE
{SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE)
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, JULY 30, 1993
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PRECIPITATION, APRIL 1 - JULY 30, 1993
NW NC NE CEN EC SwW sC SE
Total past week ... ...... .88 111 1.04 242 1.85 1.38 294 323
Total since Aprit 1......... 10.63 17.63 2208 21.58 26.02 15.10 22.09 27.40
Normal since Aprill ....... 10.18 12.07 1361 12.93 14.25 11.12 12.93 14.83
Totat as % of normal ....... 104% 146% 162% 167% 183% 136% 171% 185%
TEMPERATURE, PRECIPITATION, AND GROWING DEGREE DAY DATA,
EK ENDING SlfNDAY. AUGUST 1, 1993
Temperature Precipitation G"’gﬂfgg [?Acbgrrﬂee!sData
Station
Extremes Totat Last
Max | M Mecan | Departure | p.opec T} Week | Current | Normal
NwW Chadron 100 50 73 - 35 .- - —
Scottsbluff 97 49 72 -3 .20 1380 1525 1650
Sidney 97 49 73 - 40 1300 1440 1529
NC Valentine 9 53 74 -1 108 1361 1510 1687
NE Norfolk 923 61 76 0 88 — .
Sioux City €0 58 5 -1 41 - -—- ——
Concord a— — — -— -— 1415 1573 1842
Elgin - -— -- - 1377 1537 1782
West Point* - - -- - 1524 1690 1387
CEN  Grand Island 95 58 76 -1 1.89 1576 1753 1938
Ord 94 56 75 -—- 0 1426 1587 1804
EC Lincoln o5 60 76 -2 .50 1681 1866 2010
Omaha 92 62 77 0 .19 1643 1829 1981
Columbus --- - - . - 1683 1859 1977
York — -— -— - -_— 1605 1785 1980
SwW Imperia? 95 36 74 - 1.11 -- -— .-
North Platte 95 51 73 -2 .80 **1428  **1578 **1725
sC Holdrege --- - - - - 1550 1713 1895
SE Beatrice .- - - - —-- 1678 1850 1961
Clay Center - --- - -—- -—- 1559 1723 1920

1/ Precipitation totals not included in map above.  * Automated weather station.  ** North Platte Experiment Station.
Growing Degree Days (GDD) are used to measure the length of time required for a crop to reach maturity. The formula used
to calculate GDD Ist Max, témp. + min. temp. divided by 2 minus 50 = GDD. For example, if the average temperature for

a day = 70 degrees, the GDD = 20 for that day. GDD are calculated for each day and accumulated from April 15,

Growing Degree Day data is furnished IH the Department of Agricultural Meteorology, Institute of Agriculture and Natural
Resources, The University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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