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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST
Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania

Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ
7 am EDT Monday May 12, 2003

Rainfall amounts less than a tenth of an inch this afternoon and again Tuesday
afternoon, none tonight.

Winds for spraying, west 10 to 20 mph through Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent, 50 to 60 today, 90 to 100 tonight, 50 to 60 Tuesday.

Dew points in the upper 30s to low 40s through Tuesday.

Drying conditions will be fair at best today and again Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew, little dew but wetting from early showers is possible both
tonight and Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine 30 north and 40 south today and again Tuesday.

There is a 30 percent probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period
beginning at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance
of pesticides that require a rain free period after application.

Hay cutting is not recommended for the next couple of days with less than ideal
drying conditions along with some periodic showers.

Temperatures in the representative cranberry bogs should remain above freezing
tonight and Tuesday night due to a combination of wind and clouds.

Four inch soil temperatures continue to average in the 50s in most locations and
will hold steady over the next couple of days.

The latest 8 to 14 day outlook for the period May 19, 2003 to May 25, 2003 is
calling for temperatures to average above normal and precipitation to total above
normal.

Climate summary for the week ending 8 am  05/12/03

Temperatures averaged below normal.  Extremes were 84 degrees at
Hammonton,  on May 8, 2003 and 32 degrees at Pomona on May 6, 2003.

Weekly rainfall averaged 0.74 inches north, 0.35 inches central, and 0.56
inches south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 0.88 inches at
Hammonton on May 7, 2003 through May 8, 2003.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged
80 percent north, 72 percent central, and 57 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 55 degrees north, 56 degrees central,
and 56 degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 05/12/03

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50/F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge .93 7.19 -2.00 81 37 56 -3 208   91 84
Canoe Brook .60 9.14 -.98 83 44 58 0 221 121 83
Charlotteburg 1.00 9.63 -.34 82 37 55 -1 111   61 85
Flemington .54 8.52 -1.12 83 41 57 -1 226 118 73
Long Valley .65 8.29 -2.05 80 34 53 -3 120   50 85
Newton .75 6.36 -2.51 82 34 56 -1 184 113 80

CENTRAL
Freehold .16 8.29 -1.29 80 45 58 -2 252 106 67
Long Branch .28 8.78 -1.12 71 40 55 -3 181   61 59
New Brunswick .40 7.93 -1.39 79 38 57 -3 221   51 84
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River .36 7.26 -2.37 77 34 57 -3 228   97 57
Trenton .55 7.31 -1.37 79 37 56 -5 230   36 75

SOUTH
A.C. Marina .12 6.16 -1.80 71 49 57 -2 179   31 35
Cape May C.H. .18 7.56 -.86 74 33 56 -4 185   16 29
Downstown 1.19 7.60 -1.06 82 33 58 -3 273   69 83
Glassboro .54 8.20 -.97 81 40 59 -2 298 104 74
Hammonton 1.27 7.00 -1.97 84 33 58 -3 278   91 72
Pomona .09 7.10 -1.32 76 32 57 -3 217   68 40
Seabrook .54 8.20 .37 80 46 60 -2 318 110 56
South Harrison 1.42 8.69 .10 80 38 59 NA 315 NA NA

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE
Days suitable for field work were 5.7. Field activities included planting corn, soybeans, and vegetables. Other activities during
the week were weed control in pastures and hay crops, pruning, laying equipment for drip irrigation, and harvesting spring
vegetables.  There was measurable amounts of rainfall during the week over most of the state.  Temperatures were below
normal in most areas of the state for much of the week.  Top soil moisture was rated 93% adequate and 7% surplus. In the
south, barley and wheat began to develop heads in some fields.  Small grains condition was rated good across most of the
state.  In southern New Jersey there were some reports of aphids on alfalfa hay fields.  Hay crops were rated mostly good
across the state.  Some corn fields were spiking in central districts.  Peppers and tomatoes were mostly planted in some areas
of the south, but remained in greenhouses in most areas in the north and central districts.  There was a report of overwintering
spinach destruction from heavy snow and killing freezes to approximately 100 acres in Monmouth county.  It was reported there
was also damage to some other crops, including strawberries, in the same county.  Lettuce harvest continued in southern
counties.  Sweet corn planting continued in the central and southern counties.  Pea planting was mostly completed in the south,
and plants were in flower in some fields.  Potato vines had begun to emerge in parts of the south.  Strawberry harvest began in
the north and south, and plastic covers were removed in some fields.  Peaches had finished flowering in areas of the north.
Peaches were sizing in the south.  Apples displayed good fruit set in northern areas.  Blueberry bushes were in heavy bloom in
southern localities.  Grape vines in the south were leafing out, and buds were just breaking.  Supplemental livestock feeding
continued in some localities.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE                                            RANGE AND PASTURE

THIS
 WEEK

LAST 
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR

CURRENT
PREVIOUS

WEEK
PREVIOUS

YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 0%
VERY SHORT 0% 0% 0% POOR 0% 0% 0%

SHORT 0% 0% 0% FAIR 3% 4% 40%
ADEQUATE 93% 94% 91% GOOD 87% 92% 24%

SURPLUS 7% 6% 9% EXCELLENT 10% 4% 36%

JERSEY FRESH AVAILABILITY FOR MAY 12, 2003*

Arugula – Will have heavy volume over the next several
weeks.

Asparagus – Will have heavy volume over the next
several weeks.

Beets – Harvest has begun with minimal quantities.
Volume growing over next couple of weeks.

Cilantro – Minimal quantities of Spring planted product
available with volume in several weeks.

Dandelions - Spring planted San Pasquale variety
becoming available in increasing quantities over the next
several weeks.

Dill – Fair quantities available now with increasing
quantities over the next several weeks.

Escarole/Endive – Should begin harvesting minimal
quantities this week with quantities taking several more
weeks to build.

Greens - Kholrabi, Kale, Mustard, Broccoli Raab all
available in fair quantities with volumes all increasing
sharply over the next several weeks.

Leeks – Over-wintered product is available now and for
some time. 

Lettuce – Harvesting increasing quantities of Red and
Green Leaf.  Volume continuing to grow over the next
several weeks.  Romaine and Boston seen in fair
quantities this week with volume growing each week.

Parsley – Over-wintered plain and curly are available in
good quantities.

Radishes – Good volume available.

Spinach – Spring planted available in minimal quantity
with volume building over the next several weeks.

Strawberries – The season is running just a bit late. 
Early harvests began at the end of last week. Volume is
increasing this week, while the bulk of the crop will be
harvested next week, with lower volumes to continue
through June 6.

JERSEY FRESH FORECAST

Blueberries – Things are a little late this year as the
bushes are in bloom now.  Looking at a normal
availability date of mid-June.

Cabbage – Won’t be ready until late May or early June.

Collards – Should begin harvesting in a week or so. 

Turnips – Should begin harvesting around the end of
May.

*Provided by the New Jersey State Department of Agriculture.




