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New Jersey 2005 Fresh Market Sweet Corn

New Jersey sweet corn planting was on schedule. Hot temperatures and sufficient moisture in the early
season were favorable, while sustained dry conditions during late summer hurt the crop. Overall, quality
and prices were good throughout the season.

The production of fresh market sweet corn generated $12.2 million in value in 2005. It was ranked third
among all principal fresh market vegetables in terms of total fresh market value of production. Sweet
corn value of production contributed more than 10 percent to the total value of principal fresh market
vegetable crop acreage in New Jersey in 2005. The season average price for 2005, at $21.50 per cwt.,
was $0.70 higher than the previous year. In 2005, fresh market sweet corn harvested acres, at 7,100
acres, continued to be the largest vegetable crop in New Jersey. This was down 5 percent, or 400 acres
from 2004. The harvested acreage remained 22 percent of the total principal fresh market acreage in the
state. Yield per acre in 2005, at 80 cwt. per acre, was 10 cwt. above the 2004 level.

New Jersey sweet corn production and value of production were ranked twelfth in the nation. New
Jersey contributed 2 percent of the total production and total value of production for fresh market sweet
corn in the United States. Florida was the largest producer in the nation, at 5.4 million cwt., which was
20 percent of the total U.S. production of fresh market sweet corn. California had the largest value of
production, at $109 million, which was 18 percent of the total U.S. value of production of fresh market
sweet corn.

The estimating program for fresh market sweet corn started in 1935 for production and in 1939 for
acreage and price. Based on the record book, the largest number of fresh market sweet corn acres ever
harvested was in 1939, when 23,000 acres were harvested. The smallest number was in 2005 when only
7,100 acres were harvested. The lowest yield ever recorded was in 1944 when the yield was 32 cwt. per
acre. The highest yield was recorded in 2000 at 105 cwt. per acre. The lowest season average price, at
$1.20 per cwt., was recorded in 1939. Sixty-four years later, in 2003, the highest season average price
of $23.90 was recorded.

In New Jersey, acreage contracted for processing use has been excluded from the fresh market estimates
acres. There were no local processors, so all processing sweet corn production was shipped out of state.
Total sweet corn processing acreage, yield, production, and price are not published separately, but
combined with all processing vegetables grown in the state.

Troy Joshua, Director



Fresh Market Sweet Corn Total Acres Harvested

In New Jersey, total harvested acres reached the lowest level on record in 2005. The record
book for harvested fresh market sweet corn statistics started in 1939 with 23,000 acres. The
peak year, during the last 10 years, was in 1997 with 11,500 acres harvested. New Jersey is
the twelfth largest state in terms of harvested acres of fresh market sweet corn in the nation.
In 2005, total harvested acres, at 7,100, accounted for 3 percent of the US total.

Fresh Market Sweet Corn Total Acres Harvested
Tri-State Area and United States, 1996 - 2005

YEAR NJ NY PA usS
-- Acres --
1996 10,500 27,100 17,000 227,800
1997 11,500 27,300 16,000 236,400
1998 10,600 29,200 17,100 237,350
1999 8,000 33,700 15,800 236,950
2000 9,000 27,500 18,900 239,200
2001 8,900 33,400 17,100 244,930
2002 8,500 29,800 17,400 245,730
2003 7,800 35,600 18,800 246,800
2004 7,500 28,000 19,600 242,700
2005 7,100 28,200 17,700 238,900
Average 8,940 29,980 17,540 239,676
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In 2005, New Jersey’s fresh market sweet corn yield, at 80 hundredweight per acre, was 4
hundredweight per acre above the ten-year average. Comparing the ten-year average yield
among New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania, New Jersey ranked second with 76

hundredweight per acre, New York ranked first with 96 hundredweight per acre and

Fresh Market Sweet Corn Yield

Pennsylvania ranked third with 55 hundredweight per acre.

Fresh Market Sweet Corn Yield
Tri-State Area and United States, 1996 - 2005

YEAR NJ NY PA us
— Cwt per Acre --
1996 68 75 65 102
1997 55 73 55 100
1998 65 90 60 111
1999 55 95 44 109
2000 105 95 51 109
2001 100 115 41 109
2002 93 110 40 108
2003 65 115 62 115
2004 70 100 71 115
2005 80 95 61 114
Average 76 96 55 109
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Fresh Market Sweet Corn Total Production

New Jersey’s final total production for 2005 was 568 thousand hundredweight, 43 thousand
hundredweight more than 2004. In 2005, New Jersey'’s total production increased, while New
York’'s and Pennsylvania’s total production decreased by 121 and 312 thousand
hundredweight, respectively. Production is a function of both yield and harvested acreage.

Fresh Market Sweet Corn Total Production
Tri-State Area and United States, 1996 - 2005

YEAR NJ NY PA us
-- 1,000 Cwt --
1996 714 2,033 1,105 23,127
1997 633 1,993 880 23,641
1998 689 2,628 1,026 26,307
1999 440 3,202 695 25,762
2000 945 2,613 964 26,027
2001 890 3,841 701 26,815
2002 791 3,278 696 26,480
2003 507 4,094 1,166 28,503
2004 525 2,800 1,392 27,885
2005 568 2,679 1,080 27,266
Average 670 2,916 971 26,181
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Fresh Market Sweet Corn Season Average Price

The 2005 season average price for fresh market sweet corn, at $21.50 per hundredweight,
was $.70 more than the price in 2004, and $1.41 more than the ten-year average. New Jersey
prices were lower in 2005 than New York, Pennsylvania, and U.S. prices at $22.60, $29.40,
and $22.10, respectively.

Fresh Market Sweet Corn Season Average Price
Tri-State Area and United States, 1996 - 2005

YEAR NJ NY PA usS

-- Dollars per Cwt --

1996 21.90 14.80 20.50 16.90
1997 20.10 14.90 28.30 17.70
1998 19.40 18.10 23.40 17.20
1999 15.00 16.30 23.50 16.90
2000 18.90 21.60 23.40 18.50
2001 17.60 17.80 26.50 19.50
2002 21.80 23.90 31.80 19.20
2003 23.90 20.60 24.90 19.30
2004 20.80 21.40 22.10 20.80
2005 21.50 22.60 29.40 22.10
Average 20.09 19.20 25.38 18.81
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Fresh Market Sweet Corn Total Value of Production

In New Jersey, the total value of production increased from $10.9 million in 2004 to $12.2
million in 2005. This total value of production is $1.22 million lower than the ten-year average.
The record high total value of production was in 2000, at $17.9 million. Value of production in
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and the U.S. increased in 2005.

Fresh Market Sweet Corn Total Value of Production
Tri-State Area and United States, 1996 - 2005

YEAR NJ NY PA us
-- $1,000 --
1996 15,637 30,088 22,653 390,737
1997 12,723 29,696 24,904 418,617
1998 13,367 47,567 24,008 452,278
1999 6,600 52,193 16,333 436,094
2000 17,861 56,441 22,558 481,016
2001 15,664 68,370 18,577 523,567
2002 17,244 78,344 22,133 509,421
2003 12,117 84,336 29,033 550,024
2004 10,920 59,920 30,763 580,320
2005 12,212 60,545 31,752 601,519
Average 13,435 56,750 24,271 494,359
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New Jersey
Fruit and Vegetable Summary, 2005

Crops HaAr\\%zfed Y'lilfepﬁr Pro-lt-icijtc?tlion AS\(/e:rsac;;r:e Yalue o Froduction
2/ Price Total 3/ | Per Acre
Fruit Crops -acres- -Ibs- -1,000 Ibs-  -cents/lb-  -$1,000- -$-
Apples 2,300 19,600 44,000 39.3 13,779 5,991
Blueberries 7,500 6,000 45,000 123.0 55,470 7,396
Cranberries 3,100 17,190 53,300 34.0 18,122 5,846
Peaches 7,400 9,460 67,400 45.8 30,869 4,171
Strawberries 4/ 300 4,800 1,400 170.0 2,380 7,933
Vegetables for Fresh Market
-acres- -cwt- -1,000 cwt- -$/cwt- -$1,000- -$-
Asparagus 4/ 1,100 30 33 100.00 3,300 3,000
Cabbage 1,500 260 390 17.80 6,942 4,62
Collards 4/ 700 135 95 22.20 2,109 3,013
Cucumbers 3,200 150 480 20.20 9,696 3,030
Eggplant 4/ 800 260 208 18.90 3,931 4,914
Escarole & Endive 4/ 500 190 95 21.50 2,043 4,086
Kale 4/ 400 225 86 22.00 1,892 4,730
Lettuce, Head 500 190 95 35.00 3,325 6,650
Lettuce, Romaine & Leaf 4/ 1,100 205 226 16.00 3,616 3,287
Peppers, Bell 3,200 260 832 24.70 20,550 6,42
Pumpkins 4/ 1,600 88 141 16.50 2,327 1,4Sj
Snap Beans 2,900 40 116 47.00 5,452 1,880
Spinach 1,900 105 200 30.90 6,180 3,253
Squash, Summer 4/ 2,100 95 200 29.50 5,900 2,810
Squash, Winter 4/ 900 88 80 25.30 2,024 2,249
Sweet Corn 7,100 80 568 21.50 12,212 1,720
Tomatoes 3,000 200 600 41.50 24,900 8,300
Total - Fresh Market 32,500 137 4,445 26.20 116,399 3,582
Principal Processing
Vegetables -acres- -tons- -tons- -$/tons- -$1,000- -$-
Total - Processing 5/ 8,250 7.41 61,150 125.50 7,673 930

1/ Yield per acre is based on total production, except for blueberries, which is based on utilized production.
2/ Total production is actually utilized production for fruit crops.
3/ Total value of production for fruit crops is based on utilized production only.
4/ These vegetables are in the state estimating program only.
5/ Not published separately to avoid disclosing individual operations. Processing vegetables include
carrots, cucumbers, green peas, lima beans, snap beans, spinach, sweet corn, and tomatoes.



Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Top 5 Producing States and New Jersey,

by Harvested Acres, Yield, and Total Production, 2005

State Harvested Yield Production Rank b_y
Acres (Cwi) (1,000 Cwt) Production
Florida 33,600 160 5,376 1%
California 25,300 195 4,934 2"
Georgia 29,000 125 3,625 3"
New York 28,200 95 2,679 4"
Colorado 9,700 150 1,455 5"
New Jersey 7,100 80 568 12%




