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NEW YORK POTATO ACREAGE DECREASES

New York potato growers planted an estimated 17,100 acres of potatoes this year according to
Stephen Ropel, Director of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, New York Field Office.
This is down 5 percent from 2008. Acres for harvest is forecast at 16,500 down 7 percent from last
year.

U.S area planted to fall potatoes in 2009 is estimated at 932,900 acres, up slightly from the 2008 crop
year. Harvested area is forecast at 922,700 acres, also up slightly from 2008.

Idaho growers increased planted area 5 percent from last year but these are the lowest acres planted
since 1986. As of July 5, crop conditions were rated 95 percent good to excellent. Washington
producers planted 6 percent fewer acres than a year ago. Cool, wet conditions delayed planting
throughout the State. Significant planting did not begin until early-April but high temperatures late in
the month enabled progress to advance quickly. By late-May, virtually the entire crop was in the
ground. Oregon growers increased planted area 2 percent from last year. The crop got off to a good
start without any widespread delays to planting. In Colorado, planted area dropped 2 percent from the
previous year as growers continued to voluntarily limit acreage for water conservation and supply
management. Planting finished slightly ahead of schedule and the crop was rated in mostly good
condition.

Fall potato planted area remained unchanged from last year in California, Maine, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. Potato growing areas in Maine received frequent and intense rain
events during June after a cool, dry planting season. Northern areas of Aroostook County did not
receive as much rain as southern locations and excellent crop conditions were reported. Further
south, conditions ranged from fair to good, depending on moisture levels. Michigan's planted area
increased 5 percent from 2008. Plants were in good to excellent condition, benefitting from above
normal rainfall this season. Planted area also increased in Nebraska, Massachusetts, Montana,
Nevada, and New Mexico.

Growers in North Dakota planted 2 percent fewer acres than last year. Planting began later than
normal and remained behind average throughout the planting season. As of June 28, crop condition
was rated 63 percent good to excellent. Planted area also decreased from last year in New York and
Minnesota.



POTATOES - Area Planted and Harvested 2008-2009

Seasonal Group and State Acres Planted Acres Harvested
2008 | 2009 2008 | 2009
1,000 acres
Winter 1/ 11.0 9.0 11.0 9.0
Spring 1/ 70.3 75.6 68.8 73.4
Summer 47.0 44.0 44.8 42.5
Fall 3/
CA 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8
CO 57.0 56.0 56.9 55.8
ID - Total 305.0 320.0 304.0 319.0
-10 SW Co 15.0 19.0 15.0 19.0
- Other ID 290.0 301.0 289.0 300.0
ME 56.0 56.0 54.7 55.0
MA 2.8 3.0 2.4 3.0
Ml 43.0 45.0 42.5 44.5
MN 50.0 47.0 48.0 45.0
MT 10.9 11.0 10.5 10.8
NE 195 20.0 194 19.6
NV 5.8 6.0 5.8 6.0
NM 5.9 6.5 5.9 6.4
NY 18.0 17.1 17.8 16.5
ND 82.0 80.0 81.0 77.0
OH 25 2.5 2.1 2.3
OR - Total 35.3 36.0 35.3 36.0
- Malheur 2/ 2.8 2.8
- Other OR 2/ 32.5 32.5
PA 10.0 10.0 9.5 9.5
RI 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
WA 155.0 145.0 155.0 145.0
Wi 63.5 63.5 62.0 63.0
Total Fall 930.5 932.9 921.1 922.7
us 1,058.8 1,061.5 1,045.7 1,047.6

1/ Estimates for current year carried forward from earlier forecast.

2/ Estimates discontinued in 2009.

3/ The forecast of fall potato production will be published in the November “Crop Production.”
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