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Weather: Inclement weather, including hail in Linn County, put a halt to 
many field activities last week. Excluding Lakeview, precipitation was 
recorded in each of the weather stations. The most precipitation inches 
were recorded in the coastal areas, Detroit Lake, and four areas located in 
the North Central part of the State, which all received over an inch of 
rainfall last week. High temperatures were widespread last week with 
temperatures as high as 95 degrees in Ontario to the mid 80’s in parts of 
North Central Oregon to the 70’s in the Willamette Valley and down to 
66 degrees in Crescent City. Low temperatures were mostly in the thirties 
and forties; the lowest temperature of 25 degrees was recorded in 
Christmas Valley, Lorella, and Worden. 
 
Field Crops: The first cutting of hay has been slowed or completely 
halted throughout many areas of the state.  Hay growers are looking 
forward to dryer weather to continue haying.  Most non irrigated crops 
have benefited from recent rains.  Growth development is progressing.  
Field work was delayed in some western areas due to wet condition.  In 
eastern areas, farmers are trying to catch up with field work and caring 
for crops.  Winter wheat is headed in Morrow and Umatilla counties.  
Good moisture throughout this past week helped grain crop development. 
Western Oregon grass seed crop either helped by rain or has too much. 
 
Vegetables: Row crop growers in Clackamas County were still trying to 
plant sweet corn and beans.  Green beans and peas were growing well in 
Washington County.  Sweet corn progress was ahead of average. 
Vegetables in Jackson County were showing good growth. 
 
Fruits and Nuts: Northern Willamette Valley strawberries were picked 
in muddy fields. Blueberries were nearly ready for picking in Washington 
County. Clackamas County Marionberries showed damage from cold 
temperatures and east winds in February. Rain delayed orchard spraying. 
Cherry fruit fly emergence began. There was extensive hail damage to 

most Linn County fruit and berry crops. Hail on May 30 damaged up to 
65% of fruit. Additionally, Linn County apples split due to freeze 
damage. Southern Willamette Valley codling moth was sporadic due to 
the colder weather.  Unsettled conditions with intermittent wet periods 
throughout the Hood River Valley resulted in repeated pear scab 
infection periods. Growers took advantage of dry, calm weather windows 
to apply codling moth cover sprays. The first cherry fruit fly was caught 
in Hood River on May 31. Hand thinning of Bartlett pears continued in 
the lower and mid-valley. Early cherries around The Dalles are at a 
critical stage for cracking. Helicopters were used the morning of June 4 
to blow-dry cherries on the tress. Orchardists continued spraying for the 
cherry fruit fly. An influx of cherry pickers is expected soon. Disease 
pressure continued for Douglas County orchard, vineyard, and berry 
crops.  Grapes will be blooming over the next two weeks; getting some 
warm, sunny weather will be important for good fruit set. Southern 
Oregon apples and pears continued to look good. Some cover sprays 
were applied as weather allowed. Caneberries and wild blackberries were 
in bloom. Vineyards showed a lot of new growth. 
 
Nurseries and Greenhouses: Both nurseries and greenhouses were 
finishing up shipping of plant material to retail outlets. However, retail 
outlets are still enjoying excellent plant sales. Christmas tree growers 
starting to spray for weed control. 
 
Livestock, Range and Pasture: Pastures and rangeland continued to be 
in good condition as most areas of the State received additional 
precipitation last week. Some low-lying areas, in western Oregon, had 
standing water or were quite muddy. Rangeland in eastern Oregon 
continued showing excellent growth. Seasonal movement of cattle started 
to decline as many have already been relocated to summer pastures. 
Livestock turn out into forest permit land was scheduled to start. 
Livestock were reported in very good condition throughout the State. 

 
 

Soil Moisture-Week Ending 06/04/06 

 Very 
short Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Topsoil 
Subsoil 

0 
0 

8 
14 

77 
80 

15 
6 

Crop Progress-Week Ending 06/04/06 

Crop This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5 year 
average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Alfalfa hay, first cutting 
Winter wheat headed 
Barley emerged 
Spring wheat emerged 
 

51 
73 
93 
97 

 

15 
43 
87 
90 

 

- 
89 
95 
96 

 

- 
70 
94 
97 

 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3 3.3 - - 

 
 

Crop Condition-Week Ending 06/04/06 

Crop Very 
poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Winter wheat 
Spring wheat 
Barley 
Range and pasture 

2 
0 
0 
0 

7 
2 
1 
2 

21 
22 
19 
24 

62 
67 
73 
53 

8 
9 
7 

21 
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WESTERN OREGON 
 
 
 
BENTON/LINN/LANE: Mint growing. Grass seed heading out on 
many cultivars, lots of pollen (allergies).  In the Marcola area, rain 
received has probably added another ½ to 1 ton hay per acre. In Linn 
County on May 30, extensive hail damage to most fruit and berry crops. 
Hail damage of 65 percent marked fruit.  Blueberries look like a nice 
crop, sizing nicely. First strawberries are turning red; first crop being 
picked. Blackberries and raspberries are beginning flowering and 
fruiting; looks like a huge crop. Grapes in some areas have really slow 
sporadic growth and bloom. Cherry bloom medium crop, sizing. 
Plum/prune and peaches are a little crop. Lots of aphid leaf curl. Pears are 
a nice and moderate crop; varies depending on location. Asian pears are a 
nice crop; kind of light. Apples almost too big of a crop. Will need lots of 
thinning. Apple and pears showing scab damage. Linn County – 98 
percent hail damage plus apples split due to freeze damage. Codling moth 
sporadic due to colder weather. First season plantings going in – lots of 
planting going on but slow due to wet weather. Lots of plants still waiting 
to go in. Sales very poor due to rain. This weekend looks wettish again. 
The rain has slowed plantings for row crops. Grass seed doesn't need any 
rain at this stage. 
 
CLACKAMAS: Now people are grumbling about the rain. It is getting 
to be a bit much. Well past two inches now. Grass starting to drop pollen. 
Cattle pastures getting ahead of the cows. Horse pastures back to mud. 
Red clover blooming that has not yet been flailed off or chopped for 
silage. Row crop guys still trying to plant sweet corn and green beans. 
First local strawberries coming on. Damage to Marionberries from cold 
temperatures and east winds in mid February now obvious. Our hot week 
also is now showing up lots of dead Christmas tree seedlings. 
 
COLUMBIA: Still mixed weather. Pastures look good. 
 
COOS/CURRY:  Temperatures below normal most of the week for 
southern Curry, but above normal and muggy for Coos. Rain, heavy at 
times the end of the week. Ground conditions became somewhat soft, but 
the rain was needed for non-irrigated pastures and hay. Pastures 
improved to mostly good condition, but some of the low lying pastures 
still have standing water. Brookings area experienced some 2.4 inches of 
rainfall on the week, with 2.16 Friday - Sunday. Bandon experienced 1.1 
inches for the week, mostly Friday and Saturday. In Brookings, low 
temperature for the period was 45.47 degrees, 0.55 degrees below the 5-
year average. High temperature for the period was 68.09 degrees, 10.77 
degrees below the 5-year average. Precipitation for the period was 2.42 
inches, and precipitation for Weather year stands at 105.59 inches. In 
Bandon, Low temperature for the period was 46.01 degrees, 0.21 degrees 
above the 5-year average. High temperature for the period was 60.8 
degrees, 6.33 degrees above the 5-year average. Precipitation for the 
period was 1.14 inches, and weather year precipitation stands at 68.4 
inches. 
 
DOUGLAS: Wet weather returns after two sunny warm days. Disease 
pressure continues to be a major factor for orchard, vineyard, berry crop, 
and ornamentals. Farmers keep spraying the fungicides and hoping for 
some sunny weather. Commercial people so far have done a good job of 
protecting crops. Homeowners who have not sprayed are seeing serious 
disease pressure in landscapes. Grape vines will be blooming over the 
next two weeks so getting some warm sunny weather will be 

important for a good fruit set. Rain the last two years has limited 
Oregon grape production. Wheat and grass seed crops are fully 
headed and will be filling over the next 2-3 weeks. Wet weather 
will also hurt pollination and seed set. Dry weather is needed. 
 
JACKSON: Another week with rain showers. Some field work done, but 
not much, ground a bit too moist. Apples and pears are looking good. 
Some cover sprays being put on, as weather allows. Caneberries in 
blossom, also wild blackberries. Vineyards showing lots of new growth 
with blossoms. Vegetables that are planted showing good growth. Lots of 
sweet corn now up. Some garden corn almost knee high. Lots of potted 
and flats of vegetable, and flowering plants to outlet so greenhouses are 
still busy getting out starts. Nurseries are quite busy with sales of trees 
shrubs, and potted plants. Pastures are really growing with the showery 
weather, and of course all livestock seem to be doing well. Too wet for 
haying, but fields are well ready for haying, some cattle being put on 
higher ranges. Good weather for maintenance and other ranch and farm 
chores. 
 
JOSEPHINE: Rainy week, very mild temperatures some days very 
windy. Most days able to do some work outside, no mowing, very little 
weed-eating. Grass hay has seeded and blowing stuff all over when it is 
dry, lucky for allergy sufferers it has been pretty humid this week. 
Ranchers are way behind in mowing hay fields here. Truck gardeners 
have been continuing planting. They have been able to get some work 
done in spite of the weather. Blueberries do not seem to have as heavy a 
crop as last year.  
 
LINCOLN: Moisture deficit in May reduced pasture vigor substantially. 
 
MARION: Several rainy days hampered field operations including 
spraying and tillage, but reduced some irrigation needs. Though some 
grass seed fields starting to pollinate, many fields are later maturing this 
year so far. Rust pressure is still low.  Grass and red clover are being 
swathed. 
 
MULTNOMAH: Clover harvest is in progress. 
 
WASHINGTON: Hay producers having very narrow window to hay due 
to intermittent rain showers. Some red clover flailed, crimson clover 
finished bloom, field corn growing well. Grass for seed heading out well 
looks like it will be a high yielding crop this year, due to timely rains. 
Irrigating beets for seed. Strawberries being picked in muddied field 
condition; blueberries nearing picking stage. Beans and peas growing 
well. Grapes continue to develop rapidly. Mildew control being applied. 
Good set on orchard crops and berries. Some sweet corn producers are 
reporting difficulties in getting corn planted. Spraying weed control, and 
rotation of potted plants ongoing. Warm rains and some sun have helped 
in pasture improvement. High temperature 78 degrees, low 52 degrees - 
humidity 65-82 percent. 
 
YAMHILL: Cherry fruit fly emergence started this week. Rain will 
delay orchard spraying. 
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EASTERN OREGON 
 
 
 
CROOK/JEFFERSON/DESCHUTES: Wet, showery weather all 
week. Some first cutting of hay down. Almost all varieties of Kentucky 
bluegrass are heading. Winter wheat starting to head out; no sign of rust. 
Spring wheat - no sign of rust. Winter barley has headed out. Cereal leaf 
beetle showing up around the area with some fields. Some alfalfa cut in 
Jefferson County, but got caught in the rain and layed in the field for 
longer than wanted because of rain. Some early varieties of carrots are 
heading. Peppermint is growing slowly. Rainy weather is persisting. 
Farmers markets in Redmond (2nd year started mid -May), Prineville (1st 
year, started June 3), Madras (2nd year, started June 3), have all begun, 
and Bend Farmers Market will start June 7th. Rain from the previous 
weekend had soil too wet for producers to start harvesting plus the 
weather report had more rain coming in late week and weekend, and it all 
proved to be right, with around 1-inch falling plus or minus across the 
region. 
 
GILLIAM/WHEELER: Gilliam County received some good showers 
during the week including some thunderstorm activity. There were a few 
dry days in between, and wet again at the end of the week. The soil 
moisture is good, but it has been a long cool spring and things still 
haven't really got a good chance to grow. 
 
HARNEY: Rain over the weekend keeping grass growing well. Turn out 
to forest permits this week. 
 
HOOD RIVER: Unsettled conditions with intermittent wet periods 
throughout the Hood River Valley resulted in repeated pear scab 
infection periods during the week. Growers took advantage of dry, calm 
weather windows to apply codling moth cover sprays. The first cherry 
fruit fly was caught in Hood River on May 31. Hand thinning of Bartlett 
pears continued in the lower and mid-valley. 
 
KLAMATH: Cooler temperatures through the week. Some scattered rain 
showers. First cutting of hay continues to be harvested. Rain showers 
have delayed/disrupted some cutting. Seasonal movement of pasture 
cattle declining - most have been relocated. 
 

LAKE: Cool morning temperatures with afternoon temperatures 
reaching the low 70's. Small amount of precipitation during the week. 
 
MALHEUR: Some scattered showers throughout the week. Several days 
of overcast and slightly cooler weather. Some spotty stands showing up 
due to late spring. Farmers still very busy playing catch up and taking 
care of crops. 
 
MORROW: Wet all last week; one inch of rain, which was good for 
wheat. Winter wheat heading. Spring wheat is up. All is green. Some hay 
on north side damaged. 
 
SHERMAN: Warm, drier temperatures encouraged some field work 
getting done but week ended with another rain storm. Early reports are 
amounts ranging from .35 inches to 1.0 inch. Hard showers. Crop getting 
trampled by insurance adjusters. 
 
UMATILLA: Wheat crop looking good.  No lodging. Over 1.25 inches 
of rain over the weekend. Hail storm through foothills missed wheat. 
Winter wheat heading. 
 
 
UNION: Late May rains greatly improved crop and pasture conditions. 
Grass seed headed. Dry weather needed to begin harvesting first cutting 
alfalfa. 
 
WALLOWA: Good moisture throughout the week has helped all crops 
and range conditions. 
 
WASCO: Rain during the last half of week added more moisture to top 
soil for all field crops. However, the early cherries around The Dalles are 
at a critical stage for starting to crack. Helicopters were used Sunday 
morning to blow dry cherries on the tress. Cherry orchardist’s continued 
spraying for the fruit fly through the week. An influx of cherry pickers is 
expected soon. Wind prevailed all week. Haying was slowed at mid-week 
due to the rain. Pastures continued to produce forage at a normal level 
and livestock are in good condition. 
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Weather data for selected stations in Oregon, Week ending: June 4, 2006 (as of 11:00 am) 1 
Last week precip. 4 Season cum. precipitation 5 

Air temperature 2 Growing 
degree days 3 Station 

Low High Avg. DFN 6 Total DFN 6 
Total 
inches DFN 6 Days 7 Total 

inches DFN 6 Pct. 
normal Days 7

COASTAL AREAS 
    Astoria/Clatsop 
    Bandon 8 
    Cresent City 
    Florence 
    Tillamook 
WILLAMETTE 
 VALLEY 
    Aurora 8 
    Corvallis 
    Detroit Lake 8 
    Eugene 
    Hillsboro 
    McMinnville 
    Portland 
    Salem 
SW VALLEYS 
    Grants Pass 
    Medford 
    Roseburg 
NORTH CENTRAL 
    Condon 
    Echo 8 
    Heppner 
    Hermiston 
    John Day 
    Madras 8 
    Moro 
    Parkdale 8 
    Pendleton 
    The Dalles 
SOUTH CENTRAL 
    Agency Lake 8 
    Bend 
    Burns 
    Christmas Valley 8 
    Klamath Falls 
    Klamath Falls 8 
    Lakeview 
    Lorella 8 
    Redmond 
    Worden 8 
NORTHEAST 
    Baker City 
    Joseph 
    La Grande 
    Prairie City 8 
    Union 
SOUTHEAST 
    Ontario 
    Rome 

 
42 
46 
47 
42 
39 

 
 

44 
43 
42 
42 
41 
42 
47 
44 

 
42 
43 
47 

 
38 
41 
43 
40 
40 
36 
41 
35 
45 
44 

 
36 
34 
33 
25 
29 
28 
30 
25 
31 
25 

 
33 
36 
37 
33 
38 

 
38 
31 

 
67 
71 
66 
69 
70 

 
 

77 
75 
78 
76 
76 
77 
77 
76 

 
83 
81 
79 

 
81 
91 
85 
92 
80 
77 
80 
75 
88 
83 

 
72 
78 
78 
76 
75 
75 
77 
76 
81 
74 

 
84 
78 
81 
76 
82 

 
95 
90 

 
58 
60 
58 
58 
59 

 
 

62 
61 
60 
62 
61 
62 
64 
62 

 
63 
64 
64 

 
59 
64 
61 
65 
59 
59 
60 
57 
64 
64 

 
57 
57 
58 
54 
57 
57 
56 
56 
59 
55 

 
59 
56 
59 
57 
59 

 
66 
60 

 
+4 
+6 
+4 
+3 
+6 

 
 

+4 
+4 
+6 
+4 
+4 
+4 
+4 
+5 

 
+0 
+2 
+5 

 
+4 
+2 
+2 
+2 
+2 
+2 
+3 
-3 
+2 
+7 

 
+4 
+4 
+4 
-4 
-1 
+0 
+1 
-2 
+5 
-3 

 
+2 
+6 
+2 
+7 
+3 

 
+2 
+0 

 
58 
69 
59 
54 
67 

 
 

88 
80 
68 
83 
81 
85 

101 
86 

 
95 

104 
102 

 
69 

103 
76 

105 
70 
68 
70 
54 
97 

103 
 

50 
53 
56 
38 
53 
53 
45 
49 
65 
40 

 
61 
46 
66 
52 
64 

 
110 

74 

 
+25 
+40 
+24 
+16 
+39 

 
 

+29 
+26 
+35 
+22 
+22 
+25 
+28 
+29 

 
+6 

+18 
+31 

 
+28 
+10 
+10 
+12 
+17 
+12 
+18 

-9 
+13 
+48 

 
+19 
+20 
+23 
-15 
+4 
+4 
+6 
+0 

+24 
-9 

 
+14 
+27 

+8 
+36 
+19 

 
+10 

+5 

 
1.34 
1.42 
1.43 
1.95 
1.76 

 
 

0.78 
0.74 
1.75 
0.81 
0.94 
0.75 
0.65 
0.58 

 
0.80 
0.24 
0.66 

 
0.80 
0.62 
1.56 
0.53 
0.21 
0.49 
1.40 
1.31 
1.39 
0.66 

 
0.11 
0.33 
0.23 
0.45 
0.13 
0.10 
- 
0.03 
0.79 
0.06 

 
0.23 
0.69 
0.60 
0.65 
0.68 

 
0.19 
0.06 

 
0.71 
0.93 
0.94 
1.23 
0.86 

 
 

0.30 
0.38 
1.11 
0.39 
0.58 
0.40 
0.23 
0.19 

 
0.59 
0.03 
0.38 

 
0.52 
0.48 
1.28 
0.39 

-0.15 
0.28 
1.23 
1.11 
1.18 
0.49 

 
-0.14 
0.12 
0.02 
0.17 

-0.08 
-0.11 
-0.35 
-0.18 
0.58 

-0.15 
 

-0.12 
0.20 
0.20 
0.27 
0.26 

 
-0.02 
-0.22 

 
5 
5 
3 
4 
6 

 
 

5 
5 
6 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 

 
5 
3 
4 

 
4 
3 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
3 
3 

 
2 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 
- 
2 
4 
2 

 
3 
4 
3 
3 
4 

 
4 
2 

 
74.45 
63.48 
78.82 
80.62 
91.08 

 
 

49.64 
49.67 
99.36 
45.51 
43.23 
39.31 
39.70 
47.94 

 
45.93 
25.83 
45.94 

 
15.46 
10.50 
16.17 
10.66 

8.49 
12.08 
18.36 
44.64 
13.40 
18.79 

 
18.94 
19.64 
15.14 

7.49 
15.72 
15.29 

8.24 
17.72 
10.45 
13.34 

 
8.58 

17.64 
8.10 

13.72 
11.40 

 
12.88 

9.62 

 
12.57 

7.18 
16.02 

8.34 
8.50 

 
 

11.59 
9.39 

35.83 
-1.08 
8.46 

-1.82 
6.36 

11.23 
 

16.03 
8.21 

14.94 
 

3.44 
2.53 
4.06 
2.69 

-2.21 
3.30 
8.50 

15.23 
2.78 
7.56 

 
4.52 
9.75 
6.95 

-2.95 
3.75 
3.32 

-5.53 
5.75 
3.49 
1.37 

 
0.41 

-3.79 
-6.61 
-4.11 
0.49 

 
4.44 
3.02 

 
120 
113 
126 
112 
110 

 
 

130 
123 
156 
98 

124 
96 

119 
131 

 
154 
147 
148 

 
129 
132 
134 
134 
79 

138 
186 
152 
126 
167 

 
131 
199 
185 
72 

131 
128 
60 

148 
150 
111 

 
105 
82 
55 
77 

104 
 

153 
146 

 
173 
137 
143 
158 
172 

 
 

150 
150 
168 
138 
144 
142 
151 
143 

 
128 
104 
141 

 
94 
93 

107 
76 

106 
109 
89 

148 
98 
96 

 
112 
80 

100 
85 
97 

130 
66 

120 
89 

117 
 

93 
119 
80 

100 
104 

 
90 
85 

 1 Summary based on NWS data. Copyright 2006: AWIS, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 2 Air temperature in degrees Fahrenheit. 
 3 Growing degree days base-50 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 4 Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. 
 5 Season cumulative precipitation starts September 1, 2005. 
 6 DFN=Departure from normal (using 1961-1990 normals period). 
 7 Precipitation days = Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or more. 
 8 Agri-Met weather stations. 

 


