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RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY. .....

As the nursery rhyme infers, the Volunteer State’s farmers would gladly welcome the rain on another day, preferably later
this summer when conditions typically turn dry. Instead, farmers across the state were once again held out of the fields
and pastures by widespread rainfall. With only 1 day being suitable for fieldwork, planting progress for all crops was
behind the normal pace. There were reports of river flooding and many nearby fields were under water as a result. The
wet conditions have also caused delays for the treatment of plant diseases and insect infestations. Over half of the corn
crop has emerged, ahead of last year, but behind the normal pace. Winter wheat was developing at the normal pace, and
the crop was rated in mostly good-to-excellent condition.

As of Friday, topsoil moisture levels were rated 1 percent short, 40 percent adequate, and 59 percent surplus. Subsoil
moisture levels were rated 7 percent short, 50 percent adequate, and 43 percent surplus. Temperatures, which were below
normal to start the week, returned to near or above normal at mid-week and turned cool again by week’s end. State
weather stations report precipitation surpluses ranging from a half inch to more than eight inches since April 1.

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION
i Five
Crop This | Last 2008 | Year |ltem Very Poor |Fair |Good Excellent
Week | Week Avg. Poor
Percent Percent

Corn — Planted 75 74 84 92 |Pastures 1 5 18 56 20
Corn — Emerged 55 27 47 75 |Winter Wheat 0 2 14 63 21
Cotton — Planted 6 5 14 29

Hay — First Cutting 5 n/a 15 16

Soybeans - Planted 5 n/a 8 15

Winter Wheat — Headed 88 66 83 88

n/a = not available
County Agent Comments

“Wheat is progressing well however Dyer County is experiencing some flooded wheat acres from all this rain from
backout flood waters from the Obion and Forked Deer River bottom areas. If and when we get a few dry, warm, sunshiny
days, producers will be trying to catch up on planting intentions for cotton and follow right in to early soybean planting.
Have had a few isolated reports of armyworms present in wheat but not many acres have been sprayed for this pest at this
time.”

Tim Campbell, Dyer County

“Tenn. river is out of its banks. Some corn fields are flooded (about 300 acres) all creeks are out of their banks and many
acres of pasture are under water. Could be worse but most farmers had not planted many acres due to spring rains. We
are getting way behind on acres planted normally at this time.”

Steve Glass, Decatur County

“Disease problems (target spot and collar rot) are now showing up in tobacco greenhouses and outdoor floatbeds.
Incidence is slight at the present time. Strawberry harvest is underway but ripening is delayed somewhat due to cloudy
weather conditions.”

Paul Hart, Robertson County

“Giles County has received about 4-5 inches of rainfall this week which has halted planting. Some corn bottoms have
been under water. Cutworm damage has been reported in some corn. Armyworms have been reported feeding in some
pastures. One producer has lost two acres of pasture but fields have been too wet to get equipment into to treat.”

Kevin Rose, Giles County

“Need some sun. Farmers busy trying to get in the field to plant. One grower reported too much rain on strawberries
hurting fruit quality and picker interest. Many folks wanting to get wheat cut for silage and hay.”
J. Dale Beaty, Warren County

“We have had lots of rain this week. Small stream flooding in all of the county. Hay crop is getting to where it really

needs to be cut. Many more days with out sunshine and we will be behind on the first cutting.”
Larry Mitchell, Meigs County
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TEMPERATURES AND PRECIPITATION
May 10, 2009 (with comparisons)

For week ending:

TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION
LOCATION Week Ending Current Rain qurent Departure Cu_rrent Departure
May 10, 2009 Week Days Since From Normal Sln_ce From Normal
HI | LO | AVG | DFN 5/10/09 January 1| January 1 April 1 April 1
West
Ames_Plantation 84| 57 68 2 4.05 6 22.45 1.21 10.00 2.53
Brownsville_TN 83| 57 68 2 4.05 5 18.97 -2.11 8.69 1.41
Covington 83| 54 66 1 3.94 5 20.52 -0.55 8.96 1.57
Dyersburg 84, 54 67 0 3.17 4 18.53 -0.58 9.77 3.48
Huntingdon Wate 82| 53 65 2 2.92 5 25.55 5.43 12.71 6.35
Jackson_Exp_Stn 85| 57 67 3 2.45 4 20.26 0.06 9.14 2.22
Lexington_TN 83| 54 66 2 2.80 5 21.11 1.61 11.04 4.73
Martin 82| 54 65 1 271 6 24.45 4.57 11.81 5.17
Memphis_  AG 87| 55 68 1 3.23 5 23.04 2.35 9.45 2.25
Milan 85/ 53 66 2 2.95 7 20.49 0.16 9.52 2.81
Paris 81| 51 64 1 2.45 7 21.42 1.52 8.52 2.13
Savannah_6SW 84| 56 68 2 3.03 6 21.34 -1.47 9.52 2.17
Selmer 86| 57 68 4 3.35 4 19.07 -3.54 8.52 1.15
Union_City 80| 52 64 0 2.65 4 24.15 4.56 12.24 5.83
Middle
Clarksville_Sew 82| 54 66 3 5.01 6 24.63 5.12 11.13 5.27
Cookeville 80| 50 64 3 3.24 7 26.42 4.97 12.28 5.86
Crossville_AP 78| 52 64 4 5.12 7 28.93 7.40 14.83 8.32
Dickson_AG 82| 50 64 0 2.57 4 24.46 3.72 11.69 4.96
Dover_1W 79| 52 64 1 4.27 6 27.20 6.81 12.83 6.34
Fayetteville_TN 84| 59 70 7 1.54 5 21.62 0.02 9.62 3.30
Jamestown 77 49 62 2 4.03 7 27.85 7.96 13.75 7.70
Kingston_Spring 83| 51 65 4 2.30 7 23.73 3.72 11.46 5.42
Lawrenceburg FI 83| 57 67 5 1.50 5 18.29 -4.05 9.10 2.58
Lewisburg 84| 55 67 5 2.49 6 21.10 0.00 12.11 5.59
Linden 82| 54 66 3 3.34 7 24.03 2.38 14.22 7.56
Livingston_WLIV 79 50 63 2 3.24 5 24.69 5.21 10.55 4.59
Murfreesboro 5N 83| 53 66 3 2.73 7 22.56 2.56 11.38 5.16
Nashville_Metro 82| 54 66 2 3.04 7 21.06 2.85 10.72 4.75
Oneida 78/ 50 62 3 5.69 6 24.29 4.27 12.71 6.56
Portland_TN 79| 52 63 1 2.65 6 26.23 6.93 12.13 6.13
Pulaski_Water P 82| 59 69 3 1.99 6 20.74 -0.75 10.53 4.43
Shelbyville 82| 56 68 4 1.65 5 22.75 1.56 11.85 5.54
Sparta_TN 82| 52 65 3 5.11 6 29.34 8.44 14.22 7.89
Springfield 81| 52 64 2 4.38 7 21.51 2.77 11.86 5.99
Springhill 82| 56 66 4 3.18 7 23.77 2.24 13.18 6.26
Tullahoma 8l 58 67 3 1.66 6 23.67 1.08 12.06 5.44
East
Chattanooga/Lov 85/ 61 71 7 2.16 5 21.06 -0.42 7.91 2.16
Cleveland_6NNE 81| 57 69 7 2.50 6 19.81 -1.70 9.50 3.55
Dayton 82| 56 68 4 3.70 7 21.58 -0.68 11.03 4.79
Erwin_1W 80| 54 65 7 3.27 7 14.92 -2.05 6.36 0.90
Gatlinburg_2SW 83| 54 66 7 3.79 7 21.27 1.42 8.54 2.63
Greeneville 78| 51 65 4 1.81 6 14.28 -1.06 5.11 0.46
Kingston_AG 81| 56 67 6 2.53 6 22.12 -0.20 8.97 2.73
Knoxville_AP 79| 55 68 6 3.27 6 20.18 1.85 7.29 2.28
Newcomb 80| 51 64 5 4.65 7 24.48 4.46 10.86 4.71
Norris_4NE 79| 51 64 3 2.59 7 22.58 2.97 8.54 2.82
Tri-City RGNL_A 77/ 51 65 4 2.41 7 15.78 0.91 5.64 1.14

DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period). Rain Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more during the

week. Precipitation (rain or melted snowf/ice) in inches.
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