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DRY WEEK INCREASES MOISTURE CONCERNS

Dry weather across the Volunteer State last week allowed farmers to make excellent progress on field activities such as
planting soybeans and harvesting hay. There were 7 days suitable for field work last week, the third consecutive week
with virtually uninterrupted access to fields and pastures. However, most areas of the State are in need of a good general
rain. This recent lack of moisture has caused low pond levels, localized delays in planting and fertilizing, and drought-
like symptoms in some areas. Corn has completely emerged and the crop was rated in mostly good-to-fair condition. An
additional 25 percent of the soybean acreage was planted last week with some delays caused by dry conditions. Over half
of the tobacco crop has been transplanted, slightly ahead of the normal pace. The first cutting of hay passed the three-
quarters mark, about a week ahead of schedule. Winter wheat continued its rapid development and the crop was rated in
mostly fair-to-poor condition.

Topsoil moisture levels were rated 36 percent very short, 42 percent short, and 22 percent adequate. Subsoil moisture
levels were rated 32 percent very short, 43 percent short, and 25 percent adequate. Temperatures last week averaged 5 to
10 degrees above normal across the entire State. Rainfall was once again well below normal for the entire State with most
locations averaging about a one inch deficit for the past week.

CROP PROGRESS: CONDITION:

. Five

Crop V‘\I’/Qésk VI\_/Z‘ZL 2006 | Year |ltem |\:>/§£¥ Poor |Fair |Good Excellent
Avg.
Percent Percent

Cotton — Planted 98 92 86 81 |Corn 1 9 30 48 12
Hay — First Cutting 76 49 41 50 |Hay 11 28 40 20
Tobacco — Transplanted 55 35 40 47 |Pastures 12 27 38 22
Soybeans — Planted 73 48 61 46 |Winter Wheat 30 27 32 11 0
Soybeans — Emerged 43 22 34 26
Winter Wheat — Turning Color 75 35 80 65

n/a = not available
County Agent Comments

“Dry! Dry! Dry! No-till corn is still holding up pretty well. Conventional planted corn acres showing signs of stress in
weak areas of fields. Virtually 100% of wheat acres are drying down and losing all green color. Some wheat acres look
really good while others are beginning to show final results of freeze damage. After 4 relatively good crop years in Dyer
County, this one is starting out to be a hot, dry cropping season. Send rain!”

Tim Campbell, Dyer County

“Extremely dry conditions over most of the county. Some cotton is being replanted due to a combination of factors such
as seedling disease, herbicide injury, thrips pressure, etc. Dry land corn is twisting and struggling. Soybean planting has
stopped due to the lack of soil moisture.”

Richard Buntin, Crockett County

“The first cutting yield of hay is about one-third of normal. Lime is being spread as long as the supply will last. The
ground is mid-summer dry and holds up trucks loaded with lime.”
Ken Burress, Wayne County

“Our water situation is getting critical. Ponds are drying up as well as creeks. Farmers are going to have to start
hauling water or move cattle. Our pastures are very short, and farmers are turning cattle onto harvested hay fields.
People are selling fall calves early and discussing selling cows.”

Larry Moorehead, Moore County

“The bulk of the wheat crop is in the mild to early dough stage and in the need of water to put any size to kernels. Dry
conditions are reducing the potential of already reduced yields. The cotton crop is planted and up with a small portion of
the acreage beginning to square; however, the bulk of the crop is still in the seedling stage.”

Ed Burns, Franklin County

“Strawberry picking is winding down with about half the fruit size and yield of normal. Tobacco setting is well underway
with extremely dry conditions causing some producers to delay until adequate moisture is available.”
Mannie Bedwell, Hamblen County
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



TEMPERATURES AND PRECIPITATION
For week ending:

May 27, 2007 (with comparisons)

TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION
LOCATION Week Ending Current Rain qurent Departure Cu_rrent Departure
May 27, 2007 Week Days Since From Normal Sln_ce From Normal
Hi LO | AVG DEN 05/27/07 January 1| January 1 April 1 April 1
Ames_Plantation 90| 44 72 2 0.00 0 13.47 -10.45 5.83 -4.32
Tri-City_RGNL_A 88| 42 69 4 0.00 0 8.92 -8.11 3.40 -3.26
Brownsville_TN 88| 46 73 3 0.00 0 12.11 -11.95 4.32 -5.94
Chattanooga/Lov 90| 49 73 5 0.00 0 12.78 -11.12 5.53 -2.64
Clarksville_Sew 88 49 73 5 0.00 0 15.51 -6.38 6.39 -1.85
Cookeville 89| 43 69 2 0.00 0 15.54 -8.93 5.64 -3.80
Covington 88 51 72 2 0.00 0 14.69 -9.25 591 -4.35
Crossville_AP 82| 43 67 3 0.00 0 15.93 -8.44 8.91 -0.44
Dayton 87| 47 69 1 0.00 0 11.08 -14.09 4.45 -4.70
Dickson_AG 87| 45 70 2 0.00 0 15.37 -8.18 5.78 -3.76
Dover_1W 87| 49 71 4 0.00 0 17.20 -5.68 6.82 -2.16
Dyersburg 90| 52 74 3 0.00 0 13.41 -8.36 4.33 -4.62
Erwin_1W 87| 42 67 4 0.13 2 9.90 -9.62 4.28 -3.73
Huntingdon_Wate 88| 47 71 3 0.00 0 12.04 -10.87 3.63 -5.52
Jackson Exp_Stn 88| 50 73 4 0.00 0 12.77 -10.44 4.09 -5.84
Kingston_AG 90| 44 70 4 0.00 0 15.68 -9.67 7.48 -1.79
Knoxville_AP 89| 49 72 5 0.00 0 13.57 -7.08 6.53 -0.80
Lewisburg 89 39 68 2 0.00 0 13.16 -11.10 5.53 -4.15
Lexington_TN 87| 49 71 2 0.00 0 15.55 -6.75 5.96 -3.15
Linden 88 46 70 3 0.00 0 15.04 -9.67 5.88 -3.84
Martin 88| 49 74 5 0.00 0 15.82 -6.67 4.85 -4.40
Mc_Minnville_Tn 88| 43 71 3 0.00 0 12.84 -10.51 5.82 -3.11
Memphis_AG 90| 52 75 2 0.00 0 13.07 -10.30 5.10 -4.78
Milan 88| 46 71 3 0.00 0 13.82 -9.45 5.58 -4.07
Murfreesboro 5N 90, 43 70 3 0.00 0 16.40 -6.59 5.52 -3.69
Nashville_Metro 88 51 72 3 0.00 0 13.62 -7.29 6.05 -2.62
Newcomb 87| 42 68 5 0.00 0 15.26 -7.69 7.25 -1.83
Oneida 86| 43 68 5 0.00 0 13.42 -9.53 5.92 -3.16
Portland_TN 87, 51 72 6 0.00 0 15.95 -6.24 6.59 -2.30
Pulaski Water P 88 43 68 -3 0.00 0 14.11 -10.23 5.07 -3.88
Savannah_6SW 90, 43 70 0 0.02 1 13.59 -12.40 4.93 -5.60
Sparta_TN 88| 42 69 3 0.00 0 14.93 -8.94 6.54 -2.76
Springfield 88| 45 71 4 0.00 0 16.33 -5.13 7.44 -1.15
Springhill 89 44 71 4 0.00 0 14.05 -10.51 4.55 -5.40
Union_City 87| 47 71 3 0.00 0 14.80 -7.50 4.59 -4.53
Waynesboro TN 87| 43 70 3 0.00 0 12.65 -13.40 4.46 -5.82

DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period). Rain Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more during the

week. Precipitation (rain or melted snowf/ice) in inches.

Copyright 2007: AWIS, Inc. All Rights Reserved

The USDA, NASS, Tennessee Field Office gratefully acknowledges contributions to this publication by:
National Weather Service and the University of Tennessee’s Extension.




