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HARVEST OF FALL CROPS ACCELERATES

Tennessee producers took advantage of the mostly dry, warm weather last week as they made excellent progress with row
crop harvest. Corn producers continued harvesting rapidly at a pace almost three weeks ahead of normal. Corn silage
harvest neared completion, on pace with last year and the five-year average. Soybean farmers also took advantage of last
week’s dry conditions to advance harvest. Soybean maturity, at week’s end, was two weeks ahead of the five-year
average. Cotton defoliation continued, as harvest also jumped, advancing one week ahead of normal. Tobacco growers
continued harvest with progress running near the normal pace. Fertilizer, pesticide and defoliant applications, preparation
for winter wheat seedings, and burley stripping were some of the other activities taking place last week.

High temperatures and below normal rainfall were reported across the entire state last week, allowing all 7 days for field
work. Topsoil moisture levels were rated 29 percent very short, 47 percent short, and 24 percent adequate. Subsoil

moisture levels were rated 53 percent very short, 39 percent short, and 8 percent adequate.
n/a = not available

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION

. Five

Crop This | Last 2006 | Year |ltem Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent
Week | Week Poor
Avg.
Percent Percent

Corn — Harvested for Grain 94 86 71 68 |Cotton 8 27 43 17 5
Corn — Harvested for Silage 95 92 95 95 |Pastures 44 32 21 3 0
Cotton — Harvested 16 5 6 6 |Soybeans 31 30 30 9 0
Cotton — Defoliated 71 40 37 38
Soybeans — Dropping Leaves 80 72 67 55
Soybeans — Harvested 16 11 17 11
Tobacco — Burley Harvested 85 79 82 83
Tobacco — Burley Stripped 7 n/a 1 3
Tobacco — Dark Air-Cured Harvested 97 92 92 93
Tobacco — Dark Fire-Cured Harvested 82 78 86 85

County Agent Comments

“Cotton harvest is well underway, yields are off significantly and picking is ugly, most have stalk cutters behind pickers.
Re-growth, where not addressed earlier, will be a problem in unpicked fields. Soybeans harvested are small, low quality,
and yields depressed. Corn yields, as I suspected, were some better than anticipated but not what could have been under
adequate rainfall conditions. Additional rain will help small grain and forage potential but will hinder cotton harvest,
although it is early historically.”

Jerry Parker, Lauderdale County

“Producers are quickly completing the corn harvest and some producers are well into soybean harvest. Warm
temperatures are keeping late season soybeans growing and moving toward maturity. Field work continues in preparing
for wheat seeding. Many producers are making burn-down applications for no-till wheat. Forage producers are looking
at a late cutting of hay. Some hay producers have made insecticide applications to forages for armyworm control.”

Jeff Lannom, Weakley County

“Things in Giles County about the same. Last week's rainfall has dried out. Corn yields are surprisingly better than
expected in parts of the county. Soybeans are a different story as some loads are being rejected due to very poor quality.
Fall armyworms have been reported in alfalfa, soybeans and late planted sudangrass.”

Kevin Rose, Giles County

“Pastures and hay fields being re-seeded with winter annuals, rye and ryegrass. Some fescue/orchardgrass also seeded.
Need a good rain to get seed up. Still doing nitrate tests on johnsongrass and sorghum-sudan. Some fields still showing
positive. We are ordering hay from out-of-state for farmers.”

David K. Glover, Smith County

“Silage has yielded lower than expected with little hope of a good shelled corn crop. Livestock pastures are bare and
water sources are still extremely low.”
Anthony M. Shelton, Washington County

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




TEMPERATURES AND PRECIPITATION

For week ending: September 23, 2007 (with comparisons)

TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION
LOCATION Week Ending Current Rain qurent Departure Cu_rrent Departure
September 23, 2007 Week Days Since From Normal Sln_ce From Normal
H | LO | AVG DEN 09/23/07 January 1| January 1 April 1 April 1
Ames_Plantation 90| 55 73 4 0.00 0 23.20 -15.21 15.56 -9.08
Tri-City_RGNL_A 90| 50 69 3 0.00 0 17.04 -14.03 11.52 -9.18
Brownsville_TN 89| 58 74 4 0.00 0 22.47 -15.89 14.68 -9.88
Chattanooga/Lov 90| 57 74 3 0.16 1 25.73 -13.82 18.48 -5.34
Clarksville_Sew 93] 52 75 6 0.00 0 30.80 -6.21 21.68 -1.68
Cookeville 89| 45 70 3 0.00 0 24.14 -18.03 14.24 -12.90
Covington 88| 52 71 2 0.00 0 24.98 -12.56 16.20 -7.66
Crossville_AP 82| 52 68 4 0.00 0 27.93 -13.27 20.91 -5.27
Dayton 87| 52 70 1 0.00 0 27.86 -13.59 21.23 -4.20
Dickson_AG 90| 50 72 4 0.00 0 24.24 -15.38 14.65 -10.96
Dover_1W 91| 54 72 4 0.00 0 25.82 -12.66 15.44 -9.14
Dyersburg 90| 57 74 3 0.00 0 23.80 -12.80 14.72 -9.06
Erwin_1W 88| 46 68 5 0.00 0 26.18 -11.39 20.56 -5.50
Huntingdon_Wate 90| 54 71 3 0.00 0 20.88 -17.93 12.47 -12.58
Jackson Exp_Stn 89| 56 73 4 0.00 0 22.95 -15.16 14.27 -10.56
Kingston_AG 88| 49 70 4 0.00 0 27.79 -15.41 19.59 -7.53
Knoxville_AP 88| 57 72 3 0.00 0 25.82 -9.49 18.78 -3.21
Lewisburg 91| 47 70 2 0.00 0 27.13 -12.95 19.50 -6.00
Lexington_TN 90| 55 72 3 0.00 0 25.16 -11.94 15.57 -8.34
Linden 90| 47 70 2 0.00 0 27.10 -13.49 17.94 -7.66
Martin 90| 57 74 5 0.00 0 29.30 -9.30 18.33 -7.03
Mc_Minnville_Tn 90| 54 73 4 0.00 0 25.25 -14.14 18.23 -6.74
Memphis_AG 92| 53 74 2 0.00 0 23.81 -13.68 15.84 -8.16
Milan 91| 53 71 3 0.00 0 25.81 -14.01 17.57 -8.63
Murfreesboro 5N 91| 48 71 3 0.00 0 27.76 -11.65 16.88 -8.75
Nashville_Metro 91| 54 74 4 0.00 0 20.14 -15.08 12.57 -10.41
Newcomb 85| 46 68 3 0.00 0 26.78 -13.90 18.77 -8.04
Oneida 87| 46 68 4 0.00 0 25.22 -15.46 17.72 -9.09
Portland_TN 89| 52 73 5 0.00 0 24.38 -13.63 15.02 -9.69
Pulaski Water P 88| 47 69 -1 0.00 0 23.35 -16.94 14.31 -10.59
Savannah_6SW 93| 54 73 2 0.00 0 23.56 -17.82 14.90 -11.02
Sparta_TN 90| 52 71 4 0.00 0 24.72 -15.95 16.33 -9.77
Springfield 91| 46 71 4 0.00 0 23.61 -12.90 14.72 -8.92
Springhill 90| 50 71 4 0.00 0 26.01 -14.10 16.51 -8.99
Union_City 90| 55 72 4 0.00 0 29.18 -8.40 18.97 -5.43
Waynesboro TN 90, 51 71 4 0.00 0 26.66 -15.44 18.47 -7.86

DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period). Rain Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more during the

week. Precipitation (rain or melted snowf/ice) in inches.
Copyright 2007: AWIS, Inc. All Rights Reserved

The USDA, NASS, Tennessee Field Office gratefully acknowledges contributions to this publication by:
National Weather Service and the University of Tennessee’s Extension.




