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Texas Cattle Inventory 
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Contacts: Carol Pittman or Jason Hardegree 

The inventory of Texas cattle and calves totaled 11.9 million head on January 1, 2012, down 11 
percent from last year's inventory. This is the lowest January 1 inventory total since 1968. Texas 
continued to rank first in the nation in total number of cattle and calves with 13 percent of the 
total United States inventory.  
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Cattle Inventory, January 1  
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Total inventory of all cows that have calved was 4.80 million head, down 12 percent from last 
year’s total. Beef cow inventory, at 4.37 million head, was down 13 percent from last year’s 
total. Milk cow inventory, at 435 thousand head, was up 10 thousand head from the 2011 total 
of 425 thousand head.  
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Milk Cow Inventory  
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Beef replacement heifers totaled 550 thousand head on January 1, down 10 percent from the 
2011 total of 610 thousand head. The milk replacement heifer inventory was 210 thousand 
head, down 20 thousand head from last year’s total.  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/tx�


2.6 2.5 2.6 2.6 2.5 2.4 

2.9 2.9 2.8 
2.5 2.7 

2.5 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 
2 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Heifers,  Steers and  Calves Inventory  
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Texas’ inventory of steers 500 pounds and over totaled 2.50 million head, down 8 percent from 
the 2011 total. Total inventory of heifers, steers and bulls less than 500 pounds was 1.95 million 
head, down 15 percent from last year. The 2011 calf crop totaled 4.65 million head, down 3 
percent from the 2010 calf crop.  

Texas Inventory 
2010 2011 2012 2012/2011 

1,000 head  Percent 

All Cattle and Calves 13,300 13,300 11,900 89 

   Cows & Heifers that Have Calved 5,550 5,450 4,800 88 

      Beef Cows 5,140 5,025 4,365 87 

      Milk Cow 410 425 435 102 

   Heifers 500 Pounds and Over 2,550 2,460 2,350 96 

      For Beef Cow Replacement 760 610 550 90 

      For Milk Cow Replacement 250 230 210 91 

      Other Heifers 1,540 1,620 1,590 98 

   Steers 500 Pounds and Over 2,530 2,710 2,500 92 

   Bulls 500 Pounds and Over 370 380 300 79 

   Heifers, Steers and Bulls Under 500 Pounds 2,300 2,300 1,950 85 

    Calf Crop 4,800 4,650 
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U.S. Highlights: The United States inventory of all cattle and calves totaled 90.8 million head on 
January 1, 2 percent below last year's inventory of 92.7 million head. All cows and heifers that 
have calved totaled 39.1 million head, down 2 percent from the 40 million on January 1, 2011. 
Beef cows totaled 29.9 million head, down 3 percent from a year ago, while milk cows were up 
1 percent from a year ago at 9.2 million head. Beef replacement heifers, at 5.2 million head, 
were up 1 percent from the previous year. Milk replacement heifer numbers were down 1 
percent to 4.5 million head. The 2011 calf crop was estimated at 35.3 million head, down 1 
percent from 2010. 



A random sample of U.S. producers was surveyed to provide data for these estimates. Survey 
procedures ensured that all cattle producers, regardless of size, had a chance to be included in 
the survey. Large producers were sampled more heavily than small operations. Data were 
collected during the first half of January by mail, telephone, and face-to-face personal. 
Regardless of when operators responded, they were asked to report inventories as of January 1. 

NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. The 
Agency invites you to express your thoughts and provide occasional feedback on our products 
and services by joining a data user community. To join, sign in at 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community”. 

Link to the US report: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1017

Link to USDA-NASS website: www.nass.usda.gov/index.asp
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