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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY (continued) 
Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals. 

 
Central Continued 
 
Powhatan (Eric Bowen) 
Recent rains following nitrogen application to wheat has 
resulted in a good response to application. The week long rain 
and warmer temperatures has led to pastures greening up and 
putting on new growth. Annual pasture systems have 
responded very well and resulted in significant growth and 
forage availability. Growers are preparing grain drills for corn 
planting in the next two weeks Producers are preparing to 
make fungicide applications to protect the wheat crop. Heading 
is still a couple of weeks away. Vegetable fields are being 
plowed and worked to prepare for planting later this month. 
 
 

EASTERN 
 
Essex (Keith Balderson) 
Farmers spent the week topdressing wheat with nitrogen and 
applying fungicides to the crop. Some powdery mildew and 

aphids have been reported in wheat. We have also seen some 
fields infested with winter grain mite. Producers with large 
acreages of corn began planting. Beneficial rains late in the 
week will help the small grain crops and help restore subsoil 
moisture for the upcoming corn and soybean crops. Pasture 
and hayfields are greening up, but growth has been relatively 
slow. Warm temperatures forecasted for late this week should 
improve growth. All row crop and hay producers are concerned 
about high fertilizer prices. 
 
Middlesex: (David Moore)  
Conditions were dry for most of the week with needed showers 
coming by week's end. Corn planting continues with most 
producers getting into full swing by next week. Soil and air 
temperatures are still cool.  Small grains are being scouted for 
insects and diseases. Crop looks good and producers are 
making some final N applications with hopes of escaping any 
type of freeze.  
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WEATHER CONDITIONS AND CROP SUMMARY FOR APRIL 6, 2008 
 

 
Rain showers throughout the Commonwealth were welcomed by farmers this week.   The rain improved winter 
wheat, barley, and pasture conditions.  Days suitable for field work were 3.9.  In some parts of the State, corn 
planting was well underway, while other parts of the State had not yet started.  As hay stocks ran short, cattle 
producers were anxious for pastures to green up.  Grain producers reduced use of fertilizer, lime, and litter 
applications due to expensive cost.  Other farm activities this week included tending greenhouse vegetables, 
attending production meetings, top dressing wheat with nitrogen, and applying fungicides.    
    
 
 

 
 

TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT
Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus
April 6, 2008 4 14 67 15
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CROP CONDITION PERCENT 
Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Pasture 6 19 45 24 6
Livestock 3 8 34 50 5 

Hay, Other 6 14 51 28 1 

Hay, Alfalfa 4 5 42 47 2 

Winter Wheat 1 3 24 54 18 

Barley 0 1 25 66 8 

Tobacco, Greenhouse 0 0 0 64 36 

Tobacco, Plantbeds 0 0 61 39 0 

Apples, All 0 1 39 60 0 

Peaches 1 5 37 36 21 

Grapes 0 1 30 50 19 

Oats 2 13 41 42 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT – WITH COMPARISONS 
Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year Avg.
Corn Planted 5 NA 21 10 

Tobacco Greenhouse Seeded 98 NA 98 98 

Tobacco Plantbeds Seeded 93 NA 78 93 

Potatoes, Summer 90 NA 83 NA 
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VIRGINIA WEEKLY WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING April 6, 2008 

 Temperature Growing degree days 
(modified base 50) 1/ Precipitation 

City Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. 
dep. 
from 

normal * 

Mar. 1 to 
Apr. 5 

Mar. 1 to 
Apr. 5 
normal 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Mar. 1 

Mar. 1  
dep. 
from 

normal * 

Year 
to 

date 

Year 
dep. 
from 

normal * 
Lynchburg 57 41   71 34 49  -3 183 168 1.74 4.60     0.20 7.82 -3.19 
Norfolk 66 50   77 42 58  4 251 189 1.33 3.98 -0.70 8.75 -3.23 
Richmond 63 44   76 37 54  1 253 205 1.32 4.63   0.00 9.00 -2.11 
Roanoke 59 42   79 35 51  -2 199 NA 1.98 3.75 - 0.66 6.57 -4.20 
Wash/Dulles 57 39   75 30 48 -1 144 NA 1.11  3.33  -0.73 7.29 -2.56 
1/ Formula used:  GDD = (daily maximum (86o) + daily minimum (500)); where 86o is used if the maximum exceeds 86o and 50o is used if the minimum falls below 50o.  *  Normal based on 
1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov.  Source:  USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office.  NA = not available.  T=trace.  Source: USDA, 
NASS, Virginia Field Office. 

 
REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY 

Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.
 

WESTERN 
 

Highland (Rodney Leech)  
Cold nights and cold ground are keeping the start of grasses in 
check. Two days of cold rain, freezing rain and sleet have 
improved moisture conditions, but limited spring fever. Some 
producers are working cattle and getting them out to summer 
pastures and off of hay meadows. This is mostly by necessity as 
hay supplies have dwindled and high feed costs are helping to 
force the issue. 
 
Rockbridge (Jon Repair)  
Livestock continue to be fed and feed supplies are being 
stretched to the max.  
Received an inch and three tenths of rain on Thursday that has 
certainly put a smile on many faces. With the advent of some 
warmer weather things should begin to take off. Pasture, hay, 
and small grain growth has been slow to date. This moisture 
should set us up nice for early corn planting in a week or two. 
 
 

NORTHERN 
 

Culpeper(Carl Stafford) 
Small amounts of rain fell late in the week providing needed 
surface moisture to help stimulate small grains, pasture and hay 
growth. Fertilizer, lime and litter applications active for those who 
have chosen to use these expensive but necessary inputs.  Corn 
planters are tuned up and ready to go. Planting should start next 
week and pick up speed as the month wears on. 
 
Fauquier (Tim Mize) 
With a mild winter and excellent early season grass growth most 
livestock producers have successfully survived a winter with 
limited forage supplies. Early moisture has been adequate or 
above and spring crop growth and planting expectations are high. 
 
Rockingham (Amber D. Vallotton)  
This past week we have had more precipitation with a steady 
slow rain for two days. This will help with the corn planting if the 
rain trend continues. However, we are still at a deficit overall. 
 
 

 
 
 

SOUTHEASTERN 
 
Brunswick (Cynthia L. Gregg)  
The rain has helped very much, but we still need more. Some 
ponds are filling back up and there has been some minor flooding 
in ditches. The grass is greening up and beginning to look better. 
It still has along way to go. Greenhouses are in full swing growing 
tobacco transplants. Some tobacco fields and some other fields 
are being readied for planting. 
 
Dinwiddie (Mike Parrish)  
Powdery Mildew has been found in wheat along with some high 
numbers of Aphids. 
 

 
SOUTHWESTERN 

 
Grayson (Kevin Spurlin) 
Late week’s moisture was very welcome. Pastures are improving 
slowly and hay continues to be needed. 
 
Scott (Scott Jerrell)  
Rainfall approached 2.75 inches for last week, raising ponds, 
streams, and rivers. Grass is starting to grow rapidly, as 
temperatures increase. Most farmers are looking forward to 
spring pasture as hay supplies are extremely short and additional 
hay is becoming scarcer to find and/or afford. 
 
 

CENTRAL 
 
Appomattox (Bruce Jones) 
Recent rainfall has improved the look of small grains, pasture 
and hay land. Forages receiving fertilizer recently are easy to 
distinguish from those not receiving fertilizer. High input prices 
are the primary discussion point. Soil sampling and interpretation 
of results continues at a higher rate compared to previous years. 
 
Nelson (Michael Lachance)  
The past week has been one of steady replenishing rainfall, 
much needed to bring soil moisture back to relatively normal 
levels. Peaches are in full bloom, apples are at the pre-bloom 
stage. Fruit growers are concentrating on early season disease 
control and attending outdoor production meetings. 
 


