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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY (continued) 
Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals. 

 
CENTRAL 

 
Caroline (McGann Saphir)  
Soil moisture is very good, hopefully more rain will come as the 
season progresses.  Small grain crops, corn, and hay crops 
are all looking good and have benefited greatly from the 
abundant rain in April. Producers are finishing up corn planting 
and beginning to plant full-season soybeans. Combines are 
being cleaned up and readied for the small grain harvest. 
 

EASTERN 
 

Accomack (Jim Belote) 
Corn planting should be complete in a week to ten days if 
weather holds up.  A fairly good spring so far with good 
planting conditions for no-till crops. Soybean planting should 
start this week but will be a little later overall since most 
soybeans will be no-till. Producers continued planting and 
staking the tomato crop. Active scouting in all crops planted. 
Wheat crop looks good. Farmers spraying herbicides for no-till 
crops and applying potash mostly for soybeans. 
 
Middlesex (David Moore) 
Rainy weather halted corn planting earlier in the week. 
Planters began rolling again by Thursday. Still have some 
lowland acres to plant. Wheat scouting continues. Most wheat 
is looking good and out of the woods as far as disease. There  
 

 
 
seems to be some slight damage to wheat and barley from the 
frosts about 2 weeks ago, but nothing major. Wheat is heading 
and flowering. Some last minute applications of fungicides still 
going on. Soybean fields are being prepped for planting. 
Soybean delivery continues. Sweet corn has been planted 
along with some cucumbers.   Haymaking will begin next week. 
Hay fields look good and should yield well as long as we get 
good curing weather. Cool temperatures right now. April has 
been generous with the rain and has put us on the way to 
getting out of the moisture deficit that we were previously in. 
 

SOUTHERN 
 

Pittsylvania (Jamie Stowe) 
Recent rains have slowed tobacco planting. Small grains are 
looking better from recent rains. Tobacco planting should be 
complete by the end of this week. Pasture and hay lands are 
looking better and experiencing some growth, but it appears 
that growth is stunted and yields will probably be lower than 
normal.  
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CROP SUMMARY FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 4, 2008 
 

 
Several tornados in the south eastern part of the State caused agriculture damage.  The damage included downed 
fences, fallen trees, destroyed barns, and at least one homestead was destroyed.  There was rain throughout most of the 
Commonwealth, with heavier rains in the tornado stricken areas.  Days suitable for fieldwork were 5.2.  Wet fields delayed 
fieldwork in some areas; however, overall progress was made on soybean and corn plantings.  Other farming activities 
this week included preparing for next weeks hay harvest, preparing to harvest small grains, managing u-pick strawberry 
operations, and planting vegetables.         
 
 

 
 

TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT
Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus
May 4, 2008 1 10 74 15 

April 27, 2008 0 5 70 25 

April 20, 2008 1 17 67 15 

April 13, 2008 0 14 76 10 

April 6, 2008 4 14 67 15 
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CROP CONDITION PERCENT 
Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Pasture 1 9 34 50 6
Livestock 1 6 26 57 10 

Hay, Other 1 11 30 52 6 

Hay, Alfalfa 0 2 29 53 16 

Winter Wheat 1 3 24 52 20 

Barley 0 1 19 71 9 

Tobacco, Greenhouse 0 0 7 63 30 

Tobacco, Plantbeds 0 0 40 45 15 

Potatoes, Summer 0 5 40 40 15 

Apples, All 0 0 47 46 7 

Peaches 1 5 65 25 4 

Grapes 0 1 19 70 10 

Oats 2 2 10 82 4 
 
 
 
 
   

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT – WITH COMPARISONS 
Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year Avg.
Corn Planted 60 47 72 62
Corn Emerged 32 16 43 33 

Soybeans Planted 6 1 7 5 

Winter Wheat Headed 78 38 NA NA 

Flue-cured Tobacco Transplanted 24 0 25 17 

Burley Tobacco Transplanted 4 0 0 1 

Dark fire-cured Tobacco Transplanted 1 0 2 3 

Cotton Planted 15 9 36 40 
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VIRGINIA WEEKLY WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK OF April 27 –  May 3,  2008 

 Temperature Growing degree days 
(modified base 50) 1/ Precipitation 

City Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. 
dep. 
from 

normal * 

Mar. 1 to 
Apr. 26 

Mar. 1 to 
Apr. 26 
normal 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Mar. 1 

Mar. 1  
dep. 
from 

normal * 

Year 
to 

date 

Year 
dep. 
from 

normal * 
Lynchburg 70 46   80 32 58 -1 475 461 1.50    7.98   0.31 11.20 -3.15 
Norfolk 71 54   81 46 63 1 557 490 0.31    8.16  0.39 12.93 -2.10 
Richmond 73 52   84 42 62 1 605 538 1.09 11.82  4.20 16.19  1.99 
Roanoke 70 49   81 37 60 0 505 NA 1.26    7.23 -0.62  10.05 -4.10 
Wash/Dulles 68 48   83 39 58 0 439 NA 0.63     8.71   1.58 12.67 -0.25 
1/ Formula used:  GDD = (daily maximum (86o) + daily minimum (500)); where 86o is used if the maximum exceeds 86o and 50o is used if the minimum falls below 50o.  *  Normal based on 
1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov.  NA = not available.  T=trace.  Source: USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office. 

 
REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY 

Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.
 

WESTERN 
 

Rockbridge (Jon Repair) 
Welcomed rains and colder temperatures have delayed corn 
planting and slowed forage growth. Hay crop is growing and will 
be ready to cut in approximately 7-10 days. All indications to date 
are that yields will be lower than normal. Most livestock except 
dairy are being fed solely on pastures; this is mainly due to the 
depletion of stored feed supplies. However, pastures are 
struggling to maintain adequate growth to meet livestock needs 
and demands due to colder air and soil temperatures.   

 
SOUTHEASTERN 

 
Brunswick (Cynthia L. Gregg) 
The tornado last week did quite a bit of agriculture damage here. 
We have trees down, fences down, some barns, outbuildings, etc 
are roofless or down. Folks are working on their fences to keep 
the livestock in. Barley is being chopped for haylage over the 
weekend. Some hay has been put on the ground to be baled 
early this week.  

 
Prince George (Scott Reiter)  
Some field work has resumed after the 7-8 inch rains over the 
past 2 weeks. Many are trying to finish burn down sprays on 
soybean fields to allow timely planting. It will be a struggle to 
finish planting corn by mid-May. Some fields planted prior to the 
heavy rains will need to be replanted due to rotting seed and 
drowned areas. The wheat crop continues to look good with 
minimal damage from the recent weather. The hay crop looks 
good as well but early cutting are being delayed by the wet 
conditions. 

 
 

 
 

Surry (Glenn Slade) 
Tornadoes bought some rain and 1 house destroyed, here in 
Surry. Crop planting is behind schedule due to cool wet weather 
through April. Farmers are busy planting cotton and "gasing" 
peanut land. Corn planting is about complete.  

 
Chesapeake City (Watson Lawrence) 
Another storm with tornado winds passed just west and north of 
here adding another 1 to 1 1/2 inches of rain last Monday. No 
tornado damage here. Rain, coupled with last week's, was 3 
inches;  this kept farmers out of fields most of this week. Corn 
planting is a week behind schedule, but groundwater supplies are 
much better now. Wheat has enough rain to mature a bumper 
crop if disease and insect problems hold off. Strawberry u-pick 
farms are all open now. 

 
SOUTHWESTERN 

 
Scott (Scott Jerrell)  
Cool weather and frost the past few weeks have bitten some 
more succulent plants, but apples, peaches, and strawberries 
seem to have survived. Strawberry harvest is going well, with 
large berries for this time of year. Beans, cucumbers, and squash 
have been planted and are making a strong showing early. Cattle 
have faired decent, with most farmers limit feeding hay and 
supplementing with grain. Sheep continue to hold steady. 
 
  
  
 
 
 


