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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY (continued) 
   

EASTERN 
 
ACCOMACK (Jim Belote) 
Farmers harvested wheat all week, day and night. Yields 
are good to above average. Potato harvest will pick up full 
steam next week. Corn is just starting to tassel. We 
received .1 inch to .8 inches of rain in various locations last 
night. Recent rains were a lifesaver for corn and soybeans, 
but much more is needed. Intensive tomato harvest should 
start around July 15. 2008 grain and soybean prices are 
good and many have reported to be contracting for 2008 
delivery. 
 
KING GEORGE (Regina Prunty) 
Scattered showers brought a little rain during the week. 
Otherwise, conditions are getting very dry. Wheat harvest has 
begun.  Pastures are beginning to dry out and especially with 
increases in temperature. 
 
WESTMORELAND (Sam Johnson) 
Wheat harvest continued between showers on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. Rains were very spotty and never 
covered the whole county. Some farmers continued to plant 
soybeans and some stopped since the ground was so hard 
and dry. It is reported that wheat is yielding from 60 to 85 
bushels/acre. Quite a bit of wheat straw is being baled this 
year. Corn is still quite stressed and has lost much of its 
potential yield. Vegetable harvest continued as well as 
vegetable irrigation where possible.  
 
 

 
 
 
SCOTT (Scott Jerrell) 
Scattered showers brought a little over 0.5" of rain throughout 
the county this past weekend. While this is a good boost for 
parched land and scorched pastures, it is still overshadowed 
by over 12 inches below normal rainfall. One farmer stated 
corn has been planted for 6-8 weeks, and he can still find 
graphite on the corn seed from lubricating the seed drill. Black 
shank has been observed in one tobacco field this past week. 
Most farmers are struggling to find hay and affordable feed. 
 

SOUTHERN 
CHARLOTTE (Bob Jones) 
We are extremely dry. Irrigation of tobacco has begun, 
pastures are drying up and several producers are beginning to 
feed hay. Beans and corn are starting to show moisture stress. 
Small grain harvest is complete and yields were average to 
slightly above. 
 
 

SOUTHEASTERN 
SURRY (Glenn Slade) 
Showers on Friday night provided some areas with up to an 
inch of rainfall. Other areas are still very dry. Small grain 
harvest is almost complete with double-crop soybeans being 
seeded behind the combines. 
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CROP SUMMARY FOR WEEK ENDING JULY 1, 2007 
 
Scattered showers across the state brought temporary relief to some fields this week, while other fields continued to 
endure hot and dry conditions. Days suitable for work were 6.2. Topsoil moisture was generally short. Thunderstorms and 
showers have delayed hay baling in some areas. Producers are nearly finished with small grains harvest and are baling 
wheat straw.  Soybean planting continues in most regions despite weather conditions. Cattle producers have already 
started feeding hay due to pasture conditions.  Irrigation of tobacco has begun and flu-cured producers have starting 
topping. The recent rains brought welcome moisture to many fields as the corn crop began to silk and tassel.  Peanuts are 
beginning to peg and appear to be growing well. Cotton continues to square. Vegetable producers have finished setting 
out pumpkins and continue to set out winter squash and other fall maturing crops.  The tomato and potato harvests are 
expected to begin next week. Other activities this week included weed and brush spraying, equipment repair, and fence 
work, vegetable harvest, and irrigation. 
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Week of: June 25 – July 1, 2007 Number: 17 Released: July 2, 2007

TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT 

Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

July 1, 2007 35 44 21 0 

June 24, 2007 25 43 32 0 

June 17, 2007 11 39 49 1 

June 10, 2007 19 33 46 2 

June 3, 2007 13 32 53 2 
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Due to budget constraints we have 
had to reduce the size and content 
of the weather table.  Thank you for 
your understanding in this matter. 
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CROP CONDITION PERCENT 
Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Pastures 19 29 32 19 1
Livestock 0 8 25 55 12 

Other Hay 12 24 41 23 0 

Alfalfa Hay 7 18 48 26 1 

Corn 5 18 51 24 2 

Soybeans 1 10 50 38 1 

Flue-cured Tobacco 0 2 44 47 7 

Burley Tobacco 1 23 47 25 4 

Dark fire-cured Tobacco 0 3 58 39 0 

Peanuts 0 0 13 83 4 

Cotton 0 1 26 71 2 

Summer Potatoes 0 0 20 50 30 

All Apples 36 22 17 25 0 

Peaches 43 25 26 6 0 

Grapes 0 9 20 71 0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT-WITH COMPARISONS 
Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year Avg.
Corn Silked 26 11 32 24 

Soybeans Planted 84 71 77 79 

Soybeans Emerged 68 61 68 68 

Winter Wheat Harvested 74 40 53 62 

Barley Harvested 98 80 92 91 

Peanuts Pegged 40 11 19 19 

Cotton Squaring   27 8 52 49 

Summer Potatoes Harvested 1 0 14 16 
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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY 
Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals 

  
 
 

NORTHERN 
 

LOUDOUN (Corey Childs) 
Rainfall is badly needed over much of Loudoun county and 
surrounding areas. The crops are about to enter a critical 
juncture in development. Hay carry-over is down, and the 
new crop hay figures reported are running at 60% of the 
norm in some locations. 
 
PAGE (William Whittle) 
Light showers fell but corn is curling even with the cooler 
weather. The adverse dry weather effects on pasture and 
hay is mounting up.  
 

WESTERN 
 

HIGHLAND (Rodney Leech ) 
Thunder storms and showers have eliminated hay baling for 
the week. Hot, muggy conditions with afternoon down pours 
were a daily event. Chief activities included weed and brush 
spraying, working on equipment and some fence work. 
 
ROCKBRIDGE (Jon Repair) 
Showers continue to be widely scattered. The southern 
area of Rockbridge County has become very critical in 
regard to moisture levels. Some livestock are beginning to 
be fed winter feed stores. This could make for an extremely 
long year, unless adequate rains begin soon or livestock 
are sold off the farm. Crows continue to damage late 
planted corn to the level where some fields have been 
planted 2-3 times. Crows are also beginning to feed very 
heavily on warm season annual grasses causing 
substantial damage; resulting in replanting. 
 
 

 
 

CENTRAL 
 
AMELIA (Robyn Whittington) 
Producers are nearly finished with small grains harvest. 
Everyone has been amazed that we haven't been rained 
out of the field at all this harvest season. Full season beans 
and corn both look beautiful at the moment, but are in 
terrible need of rain. People are staying caught up with 
planting double-cropped beans behind small grains. 
 
 
CAMPBELL (Scott Reiter) 
Crop conditions have greatly deteriorated this week with 
only scattered showers falling across the county. Many 
areas received no measurable rainfall this week. Some beef 
producers are starting to feed hay. The second cutting of 
hay has dried up in the field. Tobacco growers are irrigating 
the crop and starting to top flue-cured fields. 
 
 
CAROLINE (McGann Saphir) 
Farmers are finishing up wheat harvest and planting 
double-crop soybeans. Widely scattered showers last week 
added from 4/10 to over an inch of rain to many areas of 
the county. Producers have taken advantage of this added 
moisture to get most of their soybeans planted.  Both corn 
and soybeans have been in and out of moisture stress over 
the past few weeks. The recent rains have eased the 
situation but there is no surplus of soil moisture or ground 
water. Another week of dry weather will have crops in 
severe moisture stress again. Fortunately the recent rains 
came while the corn was tasseling and silking. Hopefully 
this will result in good pollination. Vegetable farmers have 
finished setting out pumpkins and continue to set out winter 
squash and other fall maturing crops. 

VIRGINIA WEEKLY WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 1, 2007

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 1/ 
Precipitation 

City 
Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. dep. 
from 

normal * 

Mar. 1 
to June 

30 

Mar. 1 to 
June 30 
normal * 

Last 
Week 

Since 
June 1 

June 1 dep. 
from 

normal * 

Year 
to 

date 

Year dep. 
from 

normal * 
Lynchburg 87 67 92 65 77 4  1643 1504 1.08 3.06 -.71 18.82 -3.06 
Norfolk 80 72 95 65 81 4  1741 1643 1.71 3.87 .12 15.77 -6.44 
Richmond 91 70 98 62 80 4  1849 1656 3.63 5.19 1.66 20.54 -.85 
Roanoke 87 68 92 65 78 3  1855   NA 1.16 2.63 -1.07 15.85 -5.86 
Wash/Dulles 88 68 97 55 74 4  1617   NA .81 2.96 -1.09 14.28 -6.72 
1/  Formula used:  GDD = (daily maximum (860) + daily minimum (500 ) )/2-500; where 860 is used if the maximum exceeds 860 and 500  is used if the minimum falls below 500.    
*  Normal based on 1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. 
N.A. = not available. T = trace. Source: USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office. 


