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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY (continued) 
 

SOUTHWESTERN 
 

GRAYSON (Kevin Spurlin) 
Many spring beef calves will be leaving the area this week. 
Forage availability has forced calves to move off farms earlier 
this year. Cows have also been culled harder. Available winter 
forage is limited and farmers are looking for alternatives.  
 
WYTHE (Joseph W. Massey) 
The drought continues, with high temperatures and only 0.10 
of an inch of precipitation over the past week. Most producers 
are feeding hay and other feeds to replace forage from 
exhausted pastures. Cattle-marketing is high and the condition 
of the cattle being marketed is deteriorating. Producers are 
culling herds deep in an effort to make sure they have winter 
feed. A higher than normal number of heifers, young bulls, and 
herd bulls are being marketed. Many are afraid that they will 
not have enough if we have a rough winter. Producers are 
reporting that some of their wells have dried up and they are 
hauling water to their herds.  
 

WESTERN 
 
HIGHLAND (Rodney Leech) 
Corn Silage is drying down quickly this year with more than 
half already harvested. Yields are average for the year. 
Continued dry weather has taken its toll on pastures and late 
hay, with little to be found. Livestock producers continue to 
market lambs and calves and search for new water holes as 
several springs and streams have dried up or are barely 
running.  
 
ROCKBRIDGE (Jon Repair) 
Winter feeds continue to be fed to maintain livestock. Fall 
grazing has been very minimal to non-existent. Cover crops 
have been slow to plant due to dry and hard ground, seed 
availability and the concern that there will not be enough rain to 
warrant planting. Water supplied from springs and ponds 
continue to decrease. Calves are finding their way to market 
and cull cows are following very quickly behind.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
CENTRAL 

 
CAMPBELL (Scott Reiter) 
Beef cattle producers have just about given up on any fall 
grazing. Most are looking to buy hay or grain to make it 
through the winter. Some herds are being heavily culled and a 
few are being liquidated due to the lack of feed. The hay 
supply for the season is 30-50% of anticipated yields. A few 
reports are coming in about streams drying up and cattle are 
being moved to pastures with better water sources. Small grain 
seeding is at a standstill due to hard soil and lack of 
germination of seeded crops. 

 
CAROLINE (McGann Saphir) 
Continued dry weather has taken a further toll on the yield 
potential of double-crop soybeans. Seed are small, shriveled, 
and often discolored. Full season beans have yielded better 
than expected, with yields over 40 Bu/A at a number of 
locations. Seed size has tended to be small, however. Many 
streams and ponds are drying up. Some livestock owners are 
now faced with finding supplemental sources of water, in 
addition to hay and winter feed. Many animals are being sent 
to market. Farmers are finishing up corn harvest and are 
almost through with full-season soybeans. They are now faced 
with evaluating whether the double-crop beans are yielding 
enough to make harvesting them worthwhile. Farmers are also 
planting grain crops and cover crops, even though soil 
moisture is almost non-existent. We need rain.  

 
SOUTHEASTERN 

 
CHESAPEAKE CITY (Watson Lawrence) 
Full season soybeans are yielding fairly well, but that will fall off 
substantially when double cropped beans are picked. Farmers 
are finishing harvesting corn and are now picking some 
soybeans, mowing corn stalks, cutting ditch banks, cutting and 
baling hay. 
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CROP SUMMARY FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 7, 2007 
 

Dry conditions prevailed again this week accompanied by unseasonably warm temperatures. Days suitable for 
work were 6.8. Topsoil moisture was generally very short. Most producers are feeding hay and other feeds to replace 
forage from exhausted pastures. Water supplied from springs and ponds continue to decrease. Cattle marketing activity 
remains high again this week as feed sources continue to deplete. Corn harvest continues this week with yields varying 
across the state. Soybean harvest has begun with yields being reported as fair to good in some areas and poor in others. 
Peanut and cotton harvests continue.  Many farmers have prepared land for small grains planting but a few are holding 
out for precipitation before continuing to plant. Tobacco harvest is winding down, and the tobacco in the barns appears to 
be curing well. Other activities this week include lime spreading, soil sampling, equipment repair and maintenance, 
pumpkin harvest, and sweet potato harvest. 
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TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT 

Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

October 7, 2007 61 35 4 0 

September 30, 2007 52 36 12 0 

September 23, 2007 46 41 13 0 

September 16, 2007 18 51 31 0 

September 9, 2007 38 51 11 0 
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CROP CONDITION PERCENT 
Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Pastures 44 37 17 2 0
Livestock 3 13 35 42 7 

Other Hay 43 36 16 5 0 

Alfalfa Hay 25 25 33 13 4 

Corn 23 38 26 11 2 

Soybeans 19 33 35 13 0 

Peanuts 12 31 42 15 0 

Cotton 5 30 46 19 0 

All Apples 5 5 47 43 0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT-WITH COMPARISONS 
Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year Avg.
Corn For Grain Harvested 75 55 66 59 

Soybeans Dropping Leaves 65 50 65 64 

Soybeans Harvested 10 5 5 7 

Winter Wheat Seeded 10 7 13 13 

Barley Seeded 37 35 48 37 

Tobacco, Flue-Cured Harvested 90 87 89 89 

Tobacco, Burley Harvested 95 90 93 97 

Peanuts Dug 55 30 46 40 

Peanuts Combined 40 20 33 26 

Cotton Harvested 27 10 25 18 

Fall Apples Harvested 84 73 88 79 

Winter Apples Harvested 35 29 29 35 
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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY 

Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals. 
  

EASTERN 
 
ACCOMACK (Jim Belote) 
Corn harvest is in full swing. Most moisture tested around 15 to 
18 percent. Yields vary from 50 to 148 bushels per acre. 
Soybean harvest has started. Yields may be worse than 
thought. Yields of 20 to 25 bushels per acre or less have been 
reported so far. It has been too dry to plant small grains. 
Farmers are busy getting fields ready for wheat and barley 
crops. Tomato farmers are clearing up fields by removing 
stakes and plastic. Farmers are getting high or no estimates on 
fall wheat fertilizer prices. Looks like inputs will be up 
significantly.  
 
ESSEX (Keith Balderson) 
Dry conditions prevailed again this week, and the latter part of 
the week was also unseasonably hot. A few producers took 
soil samples and some lime was applied. Burns down 
herbicides were applied prior to planting small grains. Some 
producers planted barley and prepared to plant wheat, while 
others are in a holding mode hoping for beneficial rains. 
Topsoil moisture conditions are extremely short for this time of 
year. Crop insurance adjusters are starting to work corn claims 
in the area, and the late season dry spell is continuing to cut 
into soybean, pasture, and hay yields.  
 
MIDDLESEX (Moore) 
Misty rain fell at week's end, but nothing special. There are 
slight chances of rain over the weekend and early next week. 
Soybeans are giving up and most fields are dropping leaves. 
Soybean quality will likely be poor to fair with some decent 
quality in spots. Corn harvest continues to roll along. Some 
producers are done and others will finish next week. Plans 
continue for small grain planting, but producers  
 

 
 
 
are wary of beginning with so little moisture. On-farm activities 
this week include land preparation for wheat planting, corn  
harvest, lime spreading and soil sampling, equipment repair 
and maintenance, pumpkin harvest and sweet potato harvest.  
There is some barley being planted, but conditions are very 
dry.  
 

NORTHERN 
 
FAUQUIER (Timothy Mize) 
After some improvement in mid to late September, conditions 
are once again extremely dry. With the dry conditions, grain 
harvest is proceeding briskly. Pasture conditions continue to 
deteriorate. Most producers had hoped to fertilizer more acres 
for stockpile; however lack of moisture caused many to hold 
off. Hay feeding continues in some areas of the county.  
 

SOUTHERN 
 
BRUNSWICK (Cynthia L. Gregg) 
There was a little rain Friday. The hot weather over the 
weekend dried it quickly. Farmers are still looking for hay and 
other alternatives to stretch the hay they have on hand. Some 
farmers have seed ready to plant in case of a good chance of 
rain. The State Fair was in full swing with many local farmers 
participating. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VIRGINIA WEEKLY WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 7, 2007 

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 1/ 
Precipitation 

City 
Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. dep. 
from 

normal * 

Mar. 1 to 
Oct. 7  

Mar. 1 to 
Oct. 7 

normal * 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Sept. 1 

Sept. 1  
dep. from 
normal * 

Year 
to 

date 

Year dep. 
from 

normal * 
Lynchburg 81 56   86 45 68  7 3894 3608 0.00 1.21    -3.44 28.70     -5.46 
Norfolk 79 68   83 64 74  8 4349 4027 0.01   0.39    -4.48 24.64  -12.13 
Richmond 83 61   88 49 72  9 4333 3909 0.01 1.12    -3.54 30.18     -4.50 
Roanoke 81 57   86 45 69  8 4260    NA 0.08 1.19    -3.38 21.76  -12.24 
Wash/Dulles 82 59   88 48 70 10 3971    NA 0.00  1.40    -3.11 19.06  -13.80 
1/  Formula used:  GDD = (daily maximum (860) + daily minimum (500 ) )/2-500; where 860 is used if the maximum exceeds 860 and 500  is used if the minimum falls below 500.    
*  Normal based on 1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. 
N.A. = not available. T = trace. Source: USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office.  


