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PART V

Crops

Major Crops"

Commoreial crops in Benton County are well-diversified among irrigated
and dryland types but not necessarily diversified on the individual farms,
Dryland crcps of wheat and barley, however, far exceed irrigated ercps in terms
of harvested acreage, Tnere are at least a dozen commercial crops which are
harvested from more than 1,000 acres. According to the Census of Agriculture
in 1955 the five major crops were wheat,on over 113,000 acres, followed by
barley oun 2b,5L0 acres, alfalfa on 10,130, tree fruits and grapes on 4,690 and
potatues on 3,925, Wheat alone accounted for 63 percent of all the harvested
croplands Other important crops were vegetables, sugar beets, alfalfa seedy
corn, dry beans, mint and hops,

Crop Irends : ' .

Most crops in Benton County have increased in acreage since 1939, Wheat
and bvarley acreages have been enlarged greatly. Other crops which are greater
"today than in 1939 are corn, potatces, commercial vegetables, mint, hops, tree

Total Acres of Land Harvested, 195}
177,730 Acres

Figure10Q,~ Percent of Total Cropland in Leading Crops
Benton County, 1954
(Based on U,S, Census of Agriculture, 195L)
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fruits and grapes, Mich of the increased acreage resulted from the new addie
tions in irrigated land in the Reza Divieion of the Yakims Valley project in
the Prosser District, Decreases have only accurred in oats and some specialty
crops such as lettuce, tomatoes, dry peas and berries, Expansion of irrigated
crops and dryland grain erops resulted in a 122 percent incccase in eropland
harvected betwsen 1930 and 195L. In 1939 there were only 80,628 .acres har=-
vested but by 1954 there were 177,730 aores harvested for crops. Most of this
. Ancrease has been in wheat and barley. Summer fallow acreage was only 79,300
' . acres-in 1939, wheceas, by 1954 fallow land was up to 113,490 acres, & vast

; /area of ildle land was put into wheat production during the late 1940's and

< early 195018,

" .Smal) Oradnst Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye
" Cash grain farming on a large avea of. dryland soils is & najor activity

' ;i.n Benton County agriculture., -.Wheat. and barley are the two largest crops,

There are less than 200 cash grain growers but they utilize over 60 percent of
all the hawvested cropland in the county,

. Grown by 197 farmers, wheat is the major cash orop harvested with over

- 130,000 acres cut in recent. years,: Wheat acreage and production have inereased
greatly since 1930, In 1939 there were only 170 growsrs and total acreage

. Barvested was only 52,100 acres,. -Wheat' reached a peak of 141,800 acres by 1953
with a record harvest of 3,093,400 bushels. The major portion of the wheat is

grown by less than 75 large dryland farms located in the Horse Heaven Hills and

the Rattlesnake Hills, In 1954 there were orly about k4,000 acres of irrigated

wheat compared with about 107,0007acres’'of dryland wheat,

Table 18,.~ Varieties of Wheat CGrown
in Bentan County, 1955

Classes and'Varie;r,i'es TProduction | Percent of
of Wheat . - (bushels) | Total Crop
White Clubh Wheats o A
Elmar‘m--.u--;_'—---————.-’-v-—q--;- 19’500 .8

'CommonaWhibe Wheatsa- .
' ReqUiwnememmarcmuenensee ne 151 4000 20,6

PilcroWmmwe—eemucenma emsemem | 263,600 12,0
ReXemmecrmncsmcan e nanc e /59,100 2,7
 BAartmmmenimeacam oo 19,100 o9
Brevoremesveussmer mcacmnew — 15,200 o7
Marfedsmemmcsmmmmmmmmamea—w | 12,500 .6
Hard-Red Winter Wheats L
Turkey & Rio=semmcwormesmae | 1,297,500 59,2
Triumpheseceeen- ———————— - 46,400 241
Comancheswerurrencaneonves 6,700 3

Total all classes and varieties | 2,191,200

Source: U.S.D'.A,, AM3, Agric, Estimates
Division, State of Washington




Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bl;lletin

35

Table 19,~ Wheat and Barley:

Acreage, Yield and Produc‘bion T
Benton County, 1939+1956

A1l Wheat Barley
Year | Acreage | ,. 13210 | production [|Acreage Teld | production
(acres) Smsi’fﬁ\ " (bushels) | (acres) (b“*’h"'lg {tushsls)

MG sk G ] yux é:i.u.lt:‘} .
1939 | 52,100 | -+ 13,1 683,400 330 | 25,5 8,400
1940 61,500 12.5 769,000 650 2745 - 17,900
1941 | 77,000 | 29.2 2$2h8 200 750 32,0 2h,ooo
19&2 72,500 21‘4.11 7 7?0,500 2,300 35.0 80,500
1943 | 77,000 | 17.4 1,338,000 || 2,180 3440 74,100
5hL | 97,6001 21,0 1,986,100 760 30,0 22,800
1945 | 95,700 | 20,7 1,980,300 Loo 33,0 13,200
1946 | 99,5001 23,2 2,312,000 370 33.0 12,200
1947 | 123,000 | 22,8 2,80k, 300 Loo 33.0 13,200
1948 { 132,500 | 27.L 3,637,000 550 38,5 21,200
19k9 225,000 | 10,0 1,2L6,500 650 36,0 23,400
1950 | 135,400 8,7 1,182,900 § 6,800 33.5 227,800 -
1951 | 138,900 | " 28,4 3,951,000 1,900 h2,0 79,800
1952 {134,300 | 19,9 2,673,500 || 1,100 L0,0 Lk, 000
1953 141,800 | 21,8 _3,093,h00 1,000 5040 50,000
1954 1113,L00 | 23,7 2,686,900 || 25,000 22,5 562,000
1955 1-112,300 1+ 19,7 2,212,000 36, hOG 21,1 768,000
1956 {127,400 | 17.8 12,270,000 |1 17,100 21,8 372,000

Sourcet U.S.DJA.; AMS, Agric, Estimates Division ..
State of Washington
Table 20,~ Spring Wheat and Winter Wheat
Benton County, 1939~1956

Spring Wheat Winter Wheat

Tear | Aeroagd | (ughezs | ProQUCtion Aoreage | (uygpes | Productdon
\acres) per 8.02‘6) Lousnelils; || {acres) per acre) (bushels)
1939 | 17,930 10,6 189,300 | 30,200 1h.h L9, 100
1940 | 19,000 8.5 161,000 { 42,500{ 1k.3 608,000
1941 | 14,600 2L.5 358,200 62,400 30,3 1,890,000
19k2 | 11,900 17.9 212,800 | 60,600] 25.7 1,557,700
1943 | 43,200 20,5 886,000 | 33,800 | 13k 452,000
194, | 3,300 29,9 716,870 61,100 | 21,3 1,301,400
1945 | 36,000 17.1 616,000 I 59,7001 22,9 1,36L,3oo
1945 | 20,200 23,8 L8 0,700 86,200 | 23,0 1,872,600
1947 | 28,600 2045 586,300 I 9i,L00| 23.5 2,218,000
1948 | 27,600 21,2 585,000 104,900 ] 29.1 3,052,000
1949 | 80,000 10.8 861,000 | L5;000 8.5 382,500
1950 | 37,200 12,0 Lh6,400 || 98,200 75 736,500
1951 | 30,900 30,0 927,000 [(1108,000| 28,0 3,024,000
1952 | 20,300 25,0 507,500 'llh,ooo 19.0 2,166,000
1953 | 57,800 '| 23,0 1,329,400 | 84,000| 21.0 1,761,000
1954 | 8,000 | 2645 212,000 105,400 | 23.5 2,176,900
1955 5,800 | 51,0 295,800 106,500 18,0 1,917,000
1956 | 35,900 | 25,0 897,500 91,500 15.0 1,372,000
Source: U.S5.D.A., AMS, Agric, Bstimates Division

ey =

Stata of Washington
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Wint.sr wheat g“own under the sumer fallow. aystem of dryland farming
gonerall; far exceeds sp‘rfing wiieat which 1s grown under irr.lgation. Climatic
JPEp— i e JEpE IR, & Do ann
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e.ble proctur;bion of wheat sown in the Spr:.ng, :
. Harcl-red winter wheat varieties are the most preferred in the cash-grain

agrisulture of Penton County. In the crop of 1955 the varisty, Turkey and Rio,

accounted for 1,297,500 bushels of 59 percent of all wheat, Hard-red winter
wheat. macle up over. 61 percent of the total crop while soft common white wheab
made up’ about 39 percent. Requa was .the main soft white wheat in that year,

Barlay has become the second maaor crop in recent years. Acreage and
produc’cion has gone up many times ‘over‘the level of the late 1940's, Barley
reachéd a peak of 36,400 acres yielding 768,000 tushels in 1955, It is a

sacondary ‘dryland crop grown by wheat farmérs and most af it is grown as winter

barley using the same summer fallow-system as wheat., In recent, yeara when
farmers” agreed to reduce agreagee of wheat under the federal wheat price supe
port p*ogrem, barley was planted on. %he Jand taken out of wheaia.

Oats and rye are minor gra in crops ‘grown mainly for local livestock feed
and some_.cash grains sales, Oats were grown on about 60 farms in l95h and total
acreage ‘has ranged fram 480 to 890 acres per year but ‘there has besn a‘! plight

a loeal 1

.-'Immrg'nﬂ trend sgince 'l"h:- "Ia'l_:n »'[thh-':u P\rn lwnn -Tnhr nrl creativ as
ﬂ :

MURLIWGA U V4, Tiia Walloo i & = \‘Mv— =3 v——.-‘ S
N

138
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2e3ani;

up from "50 acres in 1939 to 8 peak of 9,350 acres j.n' 1955

hasbec the
third most—important small grain- crop. o

Table 21,- Oats and Rye: 4Acresge; Y:Leld and Production
Benton County, 1939-1955

L
ﬁ Ta {pratny
Lv4 & -l-

Year | Acreage |\ s;el o Production [Aereage (buag ols Proguetion
1 (8o79%) | por aors) | (Pushele) | lacres) | pop are) | (mehele)
1939 | 650 b2,0 1 27,3000 § 350 . 6,0 2,100
‘1940 710 38,0 27,000 JI 360 1 . 6.6 2,360
1941 | 560 55,0 30,800 4 4ro 11,0 5,160 -
k24 750 Sly50 ' he,Soo, -~ 530 10,0 55300
19434 660 56,0 36,970 I+ 560 8.0 14,500
19LL 1+ 700 W8S | 33,950, 500 | 646 3a500
19h5 | 680 540 36,720 - 660 .| 9,5 6,360
19!-‘-6 790 5010 s 39,500 C ’450 9&1 h,loo
90T | 720 5340 36,150 |}~ 480 560 12,1400
158 880 4840 h2,220 - 910 840 7,300
whLe{ 830 uk,0 ‘36 520 i 1,2Lk0 154 19,100
1950 | 890 50,0 m;,soo Al g,?ho 95 | 26,000
19511 750 53,0 39,750 103,180 | 12.5 | 39,700 .
1952;-‘. 750 50,0 | ;371500 23330 | 9.k | 22,000 -
198] | 1,80 5240 28,340 * |- 7,000 12,0 ~8L;000
+are L mAan [t ] an Leam . A, & arls LY, neY Oan . .
S v N 4 22l 27y LU 23200 e R Dbl

Source: U .S.D.A., AMS, - Agric. Fatimates Divn,
".  State of Washington
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Field Corn

Benton County is the second in the state in field corn, Field corn grown
under irrigation for feed grain and silage has recently resgained its earlier
importance in the crop pattern. Corn was being grown on about 2,000 acres in
1939 but dropoed to 1,000 acres or less in the years 1945 to 1952, By 195 it
was back up to 2,230 acres with a record production of 169,500 btushels., In
195l there were 194 farms growing field corn harvested as grain and their grain
corn harvest was second to Yakima County. Corn was an important trade item
with 105,000 bushels being sold to the livestock and poultry feed market, In
addition, nearly 9,800 tons of corn silage was put into storage.

Table 22,~ Fisld Corn: Acreage, Yield and Production
Benton County, 1939-1955

Field Corn
Yield
Year | Acreage Produetion
(acres) é::agziz) (bushels)
1939 2,300 3545 81,650
1940 | 1,990 13,0 81,590
1941 1,970 | k6,0 90,700
19421 1,930 | LB.9 87,650
1943 | 1,8l0 U646 71,700
1944 | 1,050 1740 12,350
1945 800 5340 42,100
1916 810 5648 46,000
19h7 7H0 58,0 2,900
1948 700 55,0 38,500
1949 | 1,000 | 51,0 51,000
1950 830 56,0 46,500
1951 880 63,5 55,800
1952 810 7640 61,600
19531 1,330 71.0 9k, 400
195h | 2,230 7640 . 169,500
1955 | 2,150 72.8 156,500

Source: U,S,D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates
Divn,, State of Washington

_Hay: Alfalfa,\GlOVer'and.gggotny and Silage

- Benton County is the eighth ranking producer of slfalfa hay in Washington,
About 700 farms grew alfalfa and 250 had surpluses for sale during 195k, Al-
falfa acreage has gone down slightly since 1939 but yield and production have
increased, In reoent years acreage has exceeded 10,000 acres, While most of
the production is consumed by Yakima Valley livestockmen and fseders, some
baled alfalfa is trucked to dairy areas in western Washington, In 195k over
19,000 tons of baled alfalfa worth $380,000 was sold lecally. and within the
. state, Alfalfa seed is an important product of alfalfa growers, In 195k the
* Census showed 28 growers with a total of LL6,900 pounds of seed, which was the
second highest seed cutput in the state,
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Clover and timothy hay mlxtures are minor secondary forage'crops.hifhis
type cf hay has been incr eased in rauent years, Ciover seed was produced on

T Pdesm Fasmn - A AL OO b mssia St oci e mie Avond v TOM

.L..l.vv -meo, (=249 J..U:,UW y\.uuua woiw? m.«.Lu uu-.‘.ug, .L?DL..

: Crain nay and silage from small grains and field corn are harvssted in
- large amounts for locdl iivesiosk fezd,- Grain hay grown on over 700 acres was

QL v bR o PENS, TR Y e

. pab.up by 50" far'rue during. 195lc, - LL.RZS uu.»v.uag, & recently adopted y;ag‘,u.l.cu,

i utilized 10 acres- of alfzlfa, grasses.and small grains, Corn silage was more

< important -than grass ailage and 7!0 avres of field gorn was harvested as ‘silage
during 1$6Lc . , . _

Tabla 23.- CIOVe;nTimothy th and Alfalfa Hay.
- ‘Aeredge; Yield:and Production -
Benton: County; 119391955 -

cver and ﬁamothy _ﬂy*i‘tf  Alfelfs Hay

Year Aereage f%gns auqtion Acreage-  —¥%:§3 Production

(acres) per ae%e}‘ \uoné) . V(gergs) per acre) {tons)
1939 40 2,55, 1 100, ool 11,6001 345 140,600
19kLu 30 19? v 50."-. Lo 11,51000 : h03 147)200
19k 30 3.9;_ b0 90:s sl 115000 hel 145,100
1942 30 2,71 - 80 . 10,100} - L,1 11,400
1543 20 2:5 50 -, -l 10,3001 3.9 110,200
19k, 20 1.5- 4 - 30.. [ 8,900 Jak 30,000
1945 20 240 - o . 7,500 345 263400
1946 20 2,0 -} - ko ) 8,000 345 28,000
1947 20 2.0.. 4 ko - 8 200 | - 345 29,000
1948 30 23 . 0 7,600 348 28,700
1949 30 1.0 30 - 8,900 367 33,000
1950 ho 18 70, I 10,300 248 28,800
19511 80 1,2 100 . - 10 900 | 2,6 “8 700
1952 | 100 1,6 60 - 10,500 243 °h,3oo
1953 10 30 ) 110 - f 12,300 349 17,000
1%L | 120 2,51 300 - - 10,300 3,8 39,400
1955 | 130 2.2 . 280 . .{| 10,500 L1 13,000

Sources . U.S. D. oy AMS, Agric. Estimates Division
S+ te. of Waghi no+nn

LS --—_ 3 TeSdinign Y

Tree Fruits and CGrapes e, 0

:l..

. ... Benton County is one of the leading tree fruit and vineyar d areas of Washe
ingten, Over 5LO farms had. cowmercial orchards and vineyards in 1954, In the
... Prosssr and Benton City. districts.and the Kennewick distitet recently irrigated
N,~1ands have been planted to apricot, peach, chsrry and prune orchards and grape
" ¥ineya-ds, DPsaches are the. major tree.fruit and Benton County was second in

.. -the state with over 69,500 bearing trees in 195k, - Elberta. 18 the leading”
. yariety and Hales are gecond,’ Apricot trees are fourth in the state with over

. .4k, 000 begring trees.  Moorpark. is the main apricot-variety. PFrunes and plums

. hive been planted in large rumbers-since 1948. By 1954 there were:over 71,000

bearing prune and plum trees, Benton County orchardists reduced apple, psar
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and cherry trees in faver of larger plantings of peaches, apricots and prunes.
A lncreased market outlet to fruit canners in the Yakima Valley has encouraged
- expansion of orchards, '

Grapes, mainly of the Concord variety, have been planted in large numbers
in recent years, The Lower Yakima Valley has become a major juiceegrape pro=
ducing area of the Northwest, Processing plants at Sunnyside, Grandview,
Kennewlck and Prosser have stimulated vineyard plantings. Since 1939, bearing
grape vires have gone up from 167,000 to 1,399,000 vines in Benton County, In
195E Benton County had 300 farms with vineyards of commercial size, They pro-
duced: over 16,975,000 pounds which wgs sdcond to Yakima County's output of
fresh market and Juice processor grapes,

Table 2.~ Grapevines of Bearing Age, Orspes Harvested
Benton County, 1939-195L

b = e
Yoar | Jim08 of | Crepee
Bearing Age (1bs,)
1939 167,378 | 2,585,829
19LL NA 9,718,450
1949 | 1,261,055 | 12,178,221
195h § 1,399,425 16,975,668

NA = not available
Source: U.S. Cemsus, Agriculture

Table 25,~ Bearing Fruit Trees
Benton County, 1910195h

s

— Mumbers of Bearing Trees e
Zoar Appiss | Apricots | Cherries | Peaches  Pears | Prenes & Flums.
1910 18,649 1,709 3,918 | 22,331 | 5,167 2,050
1920 395,139 1,421 | 17,594 | 175,101 | 68,786 10,634
1930 260,664 | 11,040 | 21,627 | 28,820 | k5,855 2l,287
1940 28,051 | 17,385 | 50,777 | L8,528 | 13,571 16,530
1950 5:843 | 35,L91 | L7,677 | 59,u83 | 2,923 L8431
1554 1/ | 5,748 | Lb,oh7 | 34,511 | 69,508 | 2,083 71,007

1/ 195L figures are for trees in orchards of 20 trees or more,

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service, USDA and
Washington State Dept, of Agric,, Cooperating, 1952,
U,S5. Census of Agriculture,

Commercial Vegetables

Since the completion of the Roza Division irrigation system in the lower

- Yakima Valley, Benton County has become one of the state's leading producers of -

- vegetables for fresh market and for processors, A large variety of truck eorops
- -are grown under irrigation Iln the Prosser and Kennewick districts, In 195k
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*'-:'bhera wersa 273 farms growing comierclal’ vegetables 1ncluding melons. Truck
erop acreage 4n-195} -was abouti2;135, ténth highest agreagq1 tHe state. Over

.
a dozen vogetable specialties ars grown., Asparagusg green peas and“gwedt corn

are major fresh market and processor crops.

PR

~ Acreages of these crops have Varied accorﬂang to- yearly ntracéts

, with
processcrs, Asparagus has been ovér 1,200 acres ard has beeri as “high ag'2,990
-acres ‘sinse 1940, ‘Gréen peas, a more recent -spécialty, has ranged frem L5 to

2,000 acres pep Crop year, . ‘Sweet corn‘has-increased recently to over 500 acres
- -per. year, - A variety of -smaller crops'hainly for fresh markets include ruta-
bagas, turnips, carrotsy 1et£ucér onlons. 1ima beana. tomatoea. cantalduns and

OAnR § W e oL Loy Y OUL O g ~L4ALLULID dotlilel b

watermalons, s

Tabls 26.. Vegetable Crops: ‘fAsparagus, Potatoes ‘and Green Peas
Benton- County, 1940«1956 -

- R “"‘J-”r e

_ Aspéragus~ Fotatass Graen Peas
Tear | peres P?éd* Acres=*}f?fgt Acres ,fff?:
. \‘GonB; o e o ATONE .. RLONB)

1940 2,15Qn-“3,970i ;g~~g.--- ny
1542 | 3,000 5, s&ét 1,600:;:§5cmm NA
m3w%ww5mwﬂMV%

194t | 2,900 | 5,800 1}3009:000 Na.-
1945 | 2,975 v5,3oo 1,140 8,000 "8 1/
19h6 | 2,990 | 5,700:f 3,500 | 23,000 | -NA.
1947 | 2,849 | 44,9007 3,500 | 38,000 NA
19481 2, “728 6,205} 55100.| 66,300 k5 85
19hs | 2,900 5,220. 5,000 62,000 65 15
- 19501 2,350 3,600 7,500 9h,000| Lo | 100
X981} 25200 1,925+ 75100.| 97,000 | 13200 | 2,L00
- 21952 | 1,700 1 2,400 6,000 | 76,000 | 1,500 ';1,600 :
- 1953 | 1,600 | 2,000 | 5,100 } 68,000 {2,000 | 2,100
w195k 1,h25 1 1,725 5,300 73 500 | 1,000 } 1,200
11955 | 1,400 | 1,600 3,800 | 54,000 | 1,400 1,500
. 1956 | 1,200:3 1,750 2 600113h,3?5 1,200 | 1,600

’ - i/ u, S Cenaus ef’Agriculture. . NA - not available.

R ERI R

Sources: U.S D.A., AMS * Agrie,. Estimates Divn.
- State. of-Washington :
Wash, State Dept, of Agriculture,
"‘ Horticu}ture Division o

Potatoes: L ‘ ::tf?f: e A
In recent years Benton County has ranked third behind Grant.and Yakima
Counties in commercial potato preoduction, About 150 farms. gréw potatoes‘in
© 195L, Since reaching a peak production of 97,000 tons from 7,100 acres in
- 71951, “the erop was: decreased’ to 2,600 aéres yiélding' 3l,375 tons. One factor
- " -in decreased potato production. has beeni’ increased competition from newer rrle
o gated cro:lands in. the Golumbla Bésin 1ﬁ.Grant, Adams and Franklin Gountiea.
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Table 27.~ Vegetable Grops: Carraté; Béftuce, Sweet Corn,
_ Rutabagas and Turnips

Benton C Gunty Iy 9:'4.831956

Carrots. Lettuce Sweet Corn - Rutahagas &gzurnips

Year Frod, Prod, |, Prod, od

Aores {(tons) Acres {tons) Acres (tons) - Aeres (%Gﬁs}
19481 90 | 1,300 20 |- 85 || e - 75 | 1,150
1949 1 Lo S00 || wme - - ~ 4o 500
1950 | 50 615 | - e - -~ I 50 €00
1951 | 20 15 - —_— ] . —- L0 525
1952 | 30 LGOI e - 20 7 - -
1953 25 35 - - 15 45 - -
195h | 20 hoo{ 25 250 | 450 |2,000 | LS 275
1955 25. 600 25° 250 I 140 | 600 | ho 250
1956 | 20, Loo | 10 250 | 525 2,200, § - -

" Sourcs: U SuDoA., AMS, Agric, Estlmates Divn,,
State of Washington

Table 28,~ Vegetable Crops: Cantaloups, Tomatoes and Watermelons
Benton County, 1948+1956

_Cantaloups | -~ Tomaboes Watermelons —
Year |, Prod, |, “Prody ||, Prod,
cres (‘bohs ) {res (tonS) a cre_ﬁl (tons ) )

198 20 { 150 | %o | 250 " ‘60| 750
1949 | 25 200 L0 100, 30 | 350

1950| 25 175 20 160 25 | 200
1951 30 185 10 95 . 25| 200
1952 25 110 10 100 30 | 250
19531, . | ,

195L| 15 S0 10 85" 25 150
a4 Aarfr 1A Mol o) (g nM “ne b Fa¥a
1700 LU L L7 2 F49% I49) LU
1956 g 25 5 20 10 | 100

i

Source: U.S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates Divn,,
‘ State of Washington

Mint

Peppermint and spearmint grown in irrigated fields to produce mint oil is
one of the newer commercial specialty crops. Mint farming was introduced into
the Prosser district during the late 1930's. In 1954 there were 102 mint
growers who had about 2,000 acres yielding 185,000 pounds of distilled mint
oil, Benton has become the statels second mint growing county and its mint
01l production was worth over $800,000 in 1956, Mint oil was at a peak of
2&2 0Q0 pounds from 2,900 acres in 1952. Growers are located mainly in the
.Prosser and Benton City areas, .
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" - Tabko 29, Mint:..Acreage .and Production . -
Benton County, 1939-1956

s i
o Temr [Rores-harvested | N TR

L1939 -186. 7| .. 75375

DU T B A 1,061 | . 66,500

L 1950 . Unavallable Unavailable
1951 2/ 2,400 - 185,000
~1952 . 2,900 - 2442, 000

1953 X 2,100 .| 189,000

1954 i 240000 | - 185,000

1955 Lo 2,100 . | 190,000¢
1957 3/ 1 2,AL - o 192,000

-~ 1/ U,8, Censuges of Agriculture, 1939, 19k9, -
.2/ Data for 1952-1957 from U,S.D,A., Agris. Est, -
Divn, and Wash, State.Dept, of Agric,, Divn,
of Horticulture,
2/ Prelilnimry. IR

Benton. County is the second-léading- hop growing area of the state, Hops
wers adopted:as an irrigated crop on.a.few'farms in the late 1930's in the
~Roza Division Ifrigated district near Prosser, .Hop yards and production ine
- ereased rapidly.during the 1940's.’ By 195 there were over 10 growers with

a total of 695 .acres in hops. The harvest of 1,153,248 poiunds in 195) made
up over 5 percent of the state total for that year, :

Table 30,- Hops : Acreage and Harvested Production
' Benton County, 1939-195L ‘

Al (pounds)

393940 23 4 - 19,949

90 || 6561~ 755,280

19hg | 660 781,474

1954 | 695 | 1,153,248

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture

Year || Acres:

MME" e SaE T L

... Bugar beet acreage has increased. in Benton County since 1939, Before 1950
. acreage was generally low, . Since. 1948, acreages have. varied in accordance with
yearly. contracts between .growers and processors and: quotas allowed growers

- .under the ‘Federal Sugar. Act.of 1948.. With a new beet sugar mill. at Moses Lake

and an inereased quota for beets in east central Washington, Benton. County
growers have been authorized larger acreages, Over 2,000 acres per year have
been harvested since 1953, Since the beginning of the Sugar Act marketing
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regulations, Benton County acreage:went up from 50 in 1948 to k4,400 in 1956,
The 1954 Census showed that there were 65 sugar beet growers in Benton County,

Table 31,~ Sugar Eeet Acreage Harvested
Benton County, 1948-1956

¥ A-reage Harvested
®ar' | Under Sugar Beet Quota
1949 - 59
1950 shé
1951 702
1952 1,490
1953 2,069
1954 2,450
1955 _ L,100
1956 I, 400

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture



