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_ PART IV
The Pattern of Agﬁculture

o

Farms: MNumber and Sise

Most Clalilem County farms are of small and medium size, According to the
United States Consus of Agriculiure for 1954, a total of 1,068 farms was loe
“cated in the county, This was 32 ferms less than reported i 1950, In part,
‘this emall decline is due to a change in Census methods but it does show a

© - contimation of the gemeral irends of declining farm rumbers and increasing

slze, Consolidation of farme through purchase and lease has increased the
average farm sise from 69,9 aeres in 1950 to 70,5 in 195L. The size is much
below the average for the State of Washington which was 270.7 acres in 195h,
Clallam Gounty ranked twenty-second among the 39 counties of the stats in numw
ber of farms, tut in sise of farms was thirty-first,

The relative smallness of Claliam County farms in comparison to the state
averagoe is largely the result of land purchase methods and types of farming,
tich of the farmland was originally sold by timber and lumber companies ae emall
plots of logged-over land te partetime farm settlers. Many of the original 160°
aere homesteads have been subdivided among heirs or by resale as small farms,

Expense ond difficulty of clearing forest and stump land.have also discouraged

f large=atreage famms, .
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Figure 8. Rumber and Sitze of Clallam County Farms, 195k,
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'I‘he common practice of part-time farming also makes the smalleacreage
farm of LO, 20 snd L0 acres more pop\ilar in this forested region, Land settlew
ment conditlons have resulted in g pattern of amailescale farming with the exe
¢eption of the Dungeness+Sequil ‘dYstrict where larger dairy fasms are common,
Qver L8 percent of the farms of Clallam County were less than 30 acres in area.
in 1954, Famrm holdings of 10 to. 29 acres in eize are most comnot, muhbering
290, In 1952. thvre were only u’é i’érrns in the. county which exeeeded 620 acres.
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«33gE fQ?lt ‘acres, This was* 1, 3?6 gc‘i'ea l_esfs ;:han :,Ln ‘1'.950 “and 2,626 less, than in

AIUSE THE t5ta)’ a{f‘i‘ea"a _4% Tarms Teachéd u peak of 77,880 aeres in. 1gh5, The
&emon a?2,600ac ﬁincb ‘bh‘ajﬁgd{g\g y wipates acmg abandqxnnent of fa.;'mng

- renro’t‘é"are;s.
”“J‘f‘ e i;\‘i? & § .
SHEVD 1, Eopabahet B R

S RVEG v.v Q

5 B < ‘ge?, LIS i

1930 729 57,8207 | - 79.3 £ . -
1940 1,226 70,88k 5748 63 ¢ .
19h5 1’133 77’880 68.7 > ) : z\-,‘o}"l . . Lo PR . o
1950 1,096 76,630 69.9 6’9 .
1954 13,068 . 75s284 7065 -i1fs - 697 S T
> _ )‘ “ M-‘kqi; Iy - P - . l
| S&ureﬁ. WSw@*ensu ) Amﬂ R
Fai‘m‘VaItie‘B ? o

‘The- $otal value of all farm property in Gléﬂaﬂr(buuby has iore than
~ doubled since 1920, increasing fromozé,313,899 to $3li, 725,569 4 1955, Average
walues of land and buildings per farm increésed i‘mm»él’@,@ﬂ in 1920 to $13,788

4n 1955, Value of land per acre during the aane period: rose: from §91455 tq .

$229,56,
4T §SE,

The rise in farm and land values has _been caused by sevsral ractora. One |
hag been the genersl rise of prices-ir Feag estate throughout western United - -
- States, Another factor has been. the . large -amount..of Jaber and capital Clalleth
: ceunty farners haverinvested in: Jund clearing, drainage, irrigation systems -
: 229204 - The-dmproved state and: county highway. -
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Table 9.~ Vglue of Farm Property
- Clallam County, 1900-195L

~—Yokal Volue | County Average Values
Year | A1) Famm Property W’%W
in County gdollarsl
1900 $1,063.;,5h9 o 3,238 $ 20,60
1910 3,780, 81 6,073 60,00
1920 ' +313,895 10,618 91,55
1930 6,360,435 8,725 | 110,00
19150 5,652,118 1,610 79479
1950 | 11,787,232 13,592 | 171,08
195l 113,725,5&1 13,788 229456
Sourses U.S, Census, Agriculture
Farm ‘Tenure '
A lerge najority of the farm operators (85 oul of each 100 farmsrs) are

full owners of their farms, Renting and leasing of farms is quite uncommon,
Partecwned farms are more cemmon than those rented or leased and this pystem

of farm tYemure has increaped in recent yeéars. This pattern is cauged by
elderly persons and naﬁ‘.-t.:ima workers living on farms and maintal ning their
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Dairy farms are the
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mnagers
are rare and there were only two.farms under this system in 1951;. R
Table 10,- Farm Tenanioy,-Mumber and Percent of- Faras R
By ‘renure of Operater, clalla!a Cqunty SO A
. 1925-1951; S
T vwbor | Fall Ouners Part‘()mére-- Menegere | Temarke . .
Yoar [Farmg in{Oumber|percent|number|persent |number percent [mimber [pereent
Count of of alll of . | of Q¥X| of < of all| of ' all
WY | ferms| farms farme| farms | forms! farms | farms; farms
1925|732 | 6301861 | 30 | Ml | 5 [T | 67 9.2
1930 729 5L7 | 75.0- ?5 10.3 . 6 08 101 | 13.9
1995) 1,010 | 7981.79,0 | 56 | ‘5.5 110 T'1,0 | 16 | b,
igud;r 1,220 | 987 { 80,5 | b | 348 & o5 | 7187 | 15,3 -
1945} 1,133 | 958 | BL.6 - 77 | "6,8° T3 [ 3 .95 | 8ol
19501 -1,078 | 906 | 84,0 | 98| 941 11 o1 911 &b
A%H| 25083 | 9011853 | 80 | 75 | 2.4 o2} 194 Teb o
Seurces U.S. Cénsus, Am' culturg I
Iypes of Farms ‘ ,
. . Farms 4n Clallam County are fairly well divereified. About ?ﬁwo-thirds are
miscellaneons unclagsified farms with varied systems of ¢

crmmercial. and parte
most common specialty type of agriculture
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Farmland Ut ﬂizat.ion

The mjor uses of farmland in Clallam COunty are ROodland aml paatuze. .
x:45, pencentsof 411 ifaumiand In-395 Had L wogdlanid and: pastiired woodland,
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-dn woedland or woodland paptures, Many farmers have started te practics. fore
eatry, leaving dense regrowth eiands to furnish timber for furm use of fature
camercial quiting for saw logs and pulpwood, In gensral, only about enswthird
.of the land omed by farmers has been oleaved for use ad -aropland and improved
mtm. . .. IR .o, B PR i . ~"7. ¢ ; .

TS

Total land in Fores = 75,254 noves

Thousendgs of Aorss

0, 3 ; 212 Courtw. 1020
Figare 10,= Utillzation of Farmland 4n Clallam County, 1954

Farm Residense and Operation = . \

Part-time farming 1s a major charseteistis of the ares, Many. persons re.
side on the lard and divide their employment between farn. work and wage earning
in other industries, - Nearby sessonal employment. in the logeing: and fighing ine
dustries, in the Federal Natiomal Park and Forest.Services.and in construction
work supplements farming ineeme, Numereus farm owmers sommte to the forest
products industry €enter at Port, Angeles,..In 195k,.70 percent of the farmers
were working off their farms part-time. .Over 53,peroent of €lallam County
farmers were employed more than 100 days, per yeer .in obher nonfarm otcupations,
Clallam County part~time farming exeeeds the state .average of L6 percent and iz
8lightly above avefsge for all western Washington countiese -~ -~ . .

Irrigation Facilities ST

Clallem has more farme and land under irrigation than any other western
Washington county.. .The largest canal and sprinkler irrigation system west of
the Cascades 18 found in the relatively dry Sequim-Dunganess lowland, This
localized dry srea ‘in the lee of the Olympis range is intensively irvigated to
sustain pasture, hoy,"silage and some grain crops. nsed by the loeal dairy
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«:ddustrys:; In recent years the oufaloysted-hiad been aigheiited by ‘spriikTers
zNaingrgnonndrwater; "Othdr farmin@: Astricts aYeng tie "StrRite of Juas de Fuca
Sy Jetvly expanded sprinkler-d ritgationdipdetures, By 195k “Srrigation had Feached

;o8- pew high with 37k Larms udingbmﬁgam"i’z ‘Eyetens, Trrigated Tind- reschsd a
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new high of 11,970 acres in that year. The major amouht of water ussd 1§
applied to pastures during the summer .dry. season. ‘
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Table 12.- Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreago
‘Clallem Count: J;ssaéana 19514 . nmbme .

Tvem o FR 1955 | B
Mbﬁr of migated Iams..n..un.......: B ‘~371: - :
a{f&g %&jrl’}gat_?t’i‘ faIms, eesesccentencenres 37’972 GO!‘OB
mulbgaveu dfsuecacsvrrnsncasssnrnene --Gs ma
vIn-i_ gated lend in farms according to 1;5;.. umw *
- Famms irrigating orops.... 18 - -{ ,336“
.. Farms irrigating pesturs; waf 273 700 G316
D Aavam of awans dnpd SAEEE T d . e e
AULIDS B CROPE ATTiEaVeUasanivessses 29070 >"¢?J-
Acres of irl‘igatsd mais_ 6,3.105__ X 6,719

-Clallam Count Tmers as a whole are well served oy uectmcu and telo=

phone. service and are we 11 tsn‘.;,t:tippe:}x with conveniences and labor--aaving oquiplant;
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Nearly 94 percent of farms are served with electrical power and 75 percent have
telephones, Television was being used by about half of all farm hames by 1955, .
Nearly all dairy farms were equipped with milking machines, Tractors are used
on 60 percent of all farms, Famm transportation is well advanced, About one-
half the farms have trucke and over BO percent have automobiles. Use of most
modern standard farm facilities and labor-saving devices in 1954 was well
advanced over the situation revealed in the 194k and 1949 Censuses,
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_osaliam County, Weshington

Table«lh«q @lallamweaunty'e Rank Gomparad With®

v;nér‘Wésnington Gounties

e R
Item Compared Rank Quantity Year
General
Land BP82snevsesrnvsersssusnences 20 1,121,920 aecres 195}
Number of fams‘.o PReccssoRtsrtone 22 1’068 farms 195,4
Land in farms--percentsssesscecce | 37 6.7 percent | 1954
Averagle siza of fam.»oaoroqoooq 31 71 acres 195h
Cropla"ld hmes‘hed.......u.uu. 30 15’1’46 acres 195'.‘
Rural farm populatioDeesssseceess | 21 b,118 persons | 1950
Total nounty porulationeecssssees | 16 26,396 persons | 1950
Cash farin income
Value of all farm products sold,. | 28 | 2 #854,390 dollars | 154
Value of livestock 50ldeeecess | 17 2,&59,780 dollars | 1954
Value of crops 80ld.eessceaves | 35 206,203 dollars | 1954
Livestoclk on farms
All ca“.’fble a.nd calVes.. sevsacsengy 23 17’720 195h
Milk COWBogoosnesoneossssarsscsnes 12 ?,208 head 1951[
' 3083001&000000.000‘0000oooo-ooooo 28 939 head 195h
chiekenscqnctqotocooooo-conoo;.o. 19 h8’267 birds 195h )
Horses and muleB.sesscroecssasaas | 25 504 head 1954
Sheep and lambs...........-u-u. 31 573 head 195h
Dairy ancl poultry products sold
Valte of dairy products 801dseses | 9 1,?89,69h dollars | 1954
Whole milk 501ldeesen cesresistetae 11 39,21&9,000 pounds 195![
Value ¢f poultry products sold.s, | 15 273,306 dollars{ 1954
Ghickens Soldotoonnouoooaoo-a.‘-.. 23 2)4’218 birds 195h
Eggs sclld.obo.ooocntctoalv-oclo'o 111 h57,172 dozens 195h
Important. crops harvested
Alfalfaoo.ootooo.ooooooooooooocca 13 6,800 apres 1951!
Clover and timoth¥esseeeeeeneoves | 1h L,100 acres | 195k
Stratfberriesogota.ooooo.o.oooon.o 11 5]. acres 195h
itsuooauoooco-oooo.ooooooooooo 32 99 acres 19511

Source: U.S. Censuses of Agrieulture, 1950, 1954,



