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Farm Marketing and Level of -Jiving | o e

Location for larketing e

‘Clavl County farms are favorably located for marketing in the Portland
- metropoliten area, Transportation facilities betueen farms and' collecting,
" processing and distribution facilities as well es those to distant market destin
nations ere excellent, Clark County is part of the Portland metropolitan area :

. whigh also includes all the pepulabion of [Mltnemah, Clackamas and Washington

Counties in Oregon, The consumist popilation of this urbanized and industriale
ized belt was 7043829 in 1950, zccurding to the 1950 Census, Portland, the
- ‘Central city, had 373,628 and the ldrger neighboring cities within the densely
 ‘populated area were Varcoiver, h1,66k;5 Oregon City, 7,682; Hillsboro, 5,142
- and Camas, 1,725, The immedia*e market ‘atea is increasing in population, It
© Yanks 21st in the nation end is fourth oh the Pacific Coast,. Vhereas most of
- the marlet is-in thé'immediate'me%rbpolitan arez, Clark County fatmers and
~agricultural procuct handlérs aré also-able to compete in the Puget Sound market
dn cemmodities which Tipen earlier than in the northwestern Weshington countdies,

,“TranSportétion'i'

Facilities for movihg products 1ocally"ahd‘to distant marlets are’ excel-
.. lent, There is good aceess to major transcontinentsl and coastirise railroads °
-and roads ma’'well as to ship routes and airlines focused on Portland,

.néts"?gﬁhil-freight'tranSportation is available throuch the services of four

" railroads which pass through Clark County to terminals in Portland, Vancouver
and to-Puzet Sound cities, Thess -are the Spolmne, Portland and Seattle Raile
way which runs eastward from Vancouver along the north bank of the Columbia
~:River to Spokand terminals., The Northern Pacific Reilway, the Union Pacific
and Great Wortliern operdte joint rail routes between Portland and Seattle which
- “traverse.the Columbia River benchlands in Clark Coumty and cross the river into
Oregon over a bridge at Vancouver,- The Northiern Pecific operates a branchline .
. £¥om Varcsuver to Yacolt in the interior ‘of Clark County which is important
for moving farm woodland products,’ Most railroad car loadings of livestock
- Products #nd crops originating in Glark County are made at. sidings in Vancouver
and Portland, el , BT S

Yost of the primary marketing of farm products from growers and producers

to processors, distributors, wholesalers and retailers is by truck. A good
highway notworl: over-the county permits a rapid and economical trucking service
~as well as meens for farmers to use their own truclkis, A recently improved
. .fourslane route (U,S, 99) brings most of the farm areas within two hours trucking

- time to Vancouver and Portland and five hours to Seattle. Clark has a total of -

874 miles of road, ranking 19th amchg Washinzton counties, There are LG5 miles )
of>paved and asphalt roads and 354" miles of gravelled roads, With the exceps -

- tlon of the Caseade foothill section everr township has road access year arvound,

- Two stateride cotneratives, ome of dairy wroduets and the other of poultry . . ¢ .
products, operate a scheduled hauling' service through all farm .districtg,
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Clark County procucers enjoy the advantage of low truck freight rates because

3 to centers of consumption or processing, 1/

Clark County agriculture is well loccted for weter-borne and airline
shipment, Growing nort facilities at Vancoiver, Longview, Camas and Portland

handle a lerre volume of grains origineting in the Columbia Basin plateau,

Some of the bully grein and field erons of Clark County merge with this traffic,
Nearby air terminal facilities at Portland are available for air shipment of
high value specialty products,

Income, Value of Products Sold

Census of Agriculture data on the value of farm products sold show that
- gross. income has been rising in recent yeers, Clark County farmers received
$6,585,2L2 for marketed products in 1941y a high demand, war~time year, In
19ﬁ9 returns were 38,450,958 and by 195 were still higher at $8,58L,322,

Total Value of Farm Products Sold in 195Lh: §8,58k,322

"
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Figure 13~ Sources of Cash Income, Clark County Farms, 195k,
Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture, 1954,
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1/ Wash, State Council for Highway Research, Commercial Hotor Carriers as
Highway Users in Washington, Part VI, Volwie 2, Olympia, June 1950,
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Most of the farm income is received by 1,190 commercial farms, or about

one~thirc.of the farms in the couity, In 195k there were LL farms which mar-
keted a zross of 125,000 or more; 146 received $10,000 to $25,000; 271 received
from {5,000 to nl0,000 and 340 received from {2, 500 to wS,OOO. However, the
largest nunber (686 operators) received from only $1,200 to $2,500 per year,

.There were 210 low-income farms who grossed less than $1,200, Nearly two-thirds
of the ferms enumerated in the Census were classified as nonscommerclal with
little or no incame reported from farm products. :

Livestocl: end poultry and all types of animal products made up 71 percent
of the total value of farm products sold in 195k, ‘Vhole milk and butterfat
sold from farus accounted for over omé~third of the total farm income, Poultry
and poultry products comprised nearly one-fifth of the total, Fruits, berries
and muts are the’most valuable cropsi, All crops sold by growers made up about
one-thirc of the Clark County farm income,

Clarh County gross farm income from the sale of products ranks in the
nmiddle group or 19th among the Washington counties, The income is high relative
to the area of the county bacause in area Clark is .only 3hth, being among the
smaller counties of the state. The gross farm income of Clark County is nearly
the same as Frenlilin, Garfield and Xittitas which are larger counties in eastw
ern Washington, The dairy farming income of Clar!: County is fifth highest in
the state and the returns to poultry farmers rank sixth., Being located in an
important »ulowood merhketing area, Clark Cownty farm woodland owners receive
the sixth hizhest income for forest products,

Marketing gg Delry Products

In 195, Clar!: County farmers marteted dairy, poultry, live animals and
other 1ivestoci nroducts worth a total of (6,060,113, The sale of whole milk
and crear LY damry fdarmers aceounted for over one-half of the total, Farm
producers of willk mumbered 1,000 and eream producers 265 in 1954, These pro-
ducers scld 78,639,457 pounds of milk and 147,139 pounds of cream to Grade A
milk distrlbutors, dairy plants and direct to consumers, Whole milk was the
most valuable farm product of the county, grossing a return of $3,242,173 for
1,000 precucers in a2ll,

Clarl: County dairymen are located close to large and numerous buyers,
handlers and Hrocessors of milk, Grade A fluid milk is transferred by means
of tank trucks and cans from farmg to bottling and processing plants in Port.
land there are over 25 jobbers, distributors and processers of milk, Within
Clark County there are nine state licensed producer-distributors and a plant
of the Farmers! Dairy Assoclation and anobther plant of the Dairy Cooperative
Association, Three dairy products plants in Vancouver make ice oream, cottage
cheese ard icee-nilk,

Marketing Eees and Poultrx, ' .

Clark: CountJ‘s 1,025 poultry and egg produoers sold §1,625,136 worth of
products .during l“bh. The sala of egzs to distributors, retai]ers and prow
cessors grossed 715,800, Eggs were the second most valuable tommodity marketed
in Clark County agriculture, A large portion of the 1,800,000 dozen eggs
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Teable 32.= livestoe] and Livestéck Pboducts Marketed N
, Cla.k Countty, 195,

Clags of Tivestoek Quantity Emount Received -

~Prosucts Sold , Merketed. . | By Farmers
Dairy Products ‘ ' '

Whole milk - { 78,639,457 1bs, £3,2h2,173.

Butterfatom. = 147,139 1bs, 8,287 .

S Totel all dairy products $§,3'25"h'6"" Wk
‘Poritry and poultry products
Cllekengueumecamcecaanan ! 687,987 birds | $ 496,826
| LgSmammm——————— me= | 1,824,477 dozen 715,868

- Turlkeys, Qucks, geeg@mees pﬁ+é%§gE%%_
: Totol all poultry & poultry products $1,025 17
Anbwes sold alive

Cattlgmmmmmn PR — 6,518 head |- $ 783,637
OFN LT — p— 5,994 head 175,755
Hogs and piggeme~svorew 3;272 head | - 90,093
- Sheep and lambSemmr-vacas 3,255 head h5,789

Horses and muleSeswseecmnmm L1l head 5,701 h
: Total all animals 'sold alive 4;1',1%,‘%73
Other livestock and livestock

Total amount received for livestock L
ané 1ivestock ProdustSeemec-nemaca-e $6,068,113
r . —

- -

Soures: U.S, Census, Agriculture,

produced are delivered to the egg grading ond packaging plant of the Washington
Cooperative Farmers! Association nlant at Drush Prairie, for wholesale dis=
tribution in the immediate urban region and elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest,
There is considerable marketing of fresh eg:s direct from producers to retaile

ers, and also from producers to consumers in rural localities

-
2UAsCA L )

The fresh egg market of the Limediate Portland metropolitan area absorbs
nogt Claz  County production, Egg marketing of the county is closely imte~
g ted wi:ch the pattern of five southwestern Washington counties and eight

noithwesvern Oregon counties who supply the urbanized lower Columbia River area,

. Lire ond dressed poultry, broilers and turkeys comprise another marketing
activity v ich returns an annual gross of about $900,000 to Clark County
farmers, = .cducers deliver live and dressed birds to or make. offefarm pales
t- over 10 »r.cessors and handlers in Portland, and to four firms north of
Va..eoiver at Srush Prairie, Orchards and Battle Ground and one at Camas.
Broilers and live turi.sys are majox itens sold to wholesalsrs and retailers,

In recent years about £50,000 broilers, 100,000 chickens.and 75,000 turkeys

" have been sold by Clark Gounty producers in the lower Columbia River market
area, : .

f . ‘ N
~
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17

tarke 1oz Cattle, Hops and o’u.“_g

Becanse of tre large corsuming mariket: in the greater Portland area there .
is & nea"Hy coxcehtrotlnn of sales 3ards and uezt nacklng plants to which llve-

: _ e
2lso numerous, Iajor market outlets are several ma;or packlng companies in N
Portland, three slauvghtering fizms in Vancouver and licensed commun;ty auction

yards at Woodland and Vaneou¥ér. . Pertland stockyards are also one of the major
lxvustocx mgriet olcces of the Paclflc Goast. lost Clark County livestock

Tlcrrpdr‘ed to Joboers, breeders, and packers. There are over hen cold storage
1sc wrs n.Clark County where meéats are packaged and stored, These are impor-
taut in local sales of stock and ﬁoultry from farms, In recent years livestock
vwv“ccm have sold anmmally over wl,OOO 000 worth of 1live animals in Portland,
Yancouver and Wbodland The major volume of trade is in catile and calves.

k@rhetiﬁg of Crops

Fari uarieting of crops is minor compared with the sales in the dairying,
poultr and livestock divisions of the county's agr1cultural esoncny, (rowers!
sales of crops, however, have amounted to about ¢ $24225,000 anmally during
vecent norngl. crop rears or about 25 percent of all cash returns received by
far.ers. Comercial crops are well-diversified, fruit and berries being the
most imrortant dollar earners, Commercial crov srowers are favored by location
to numercvs wholesale and retail outlets handling produce in the Portland metro-
nolitan ziea, .They are also w1th1n short t;ucglnﬂ distance of several food
canneries, freezers, by-products and food >rocessing plants located in Van~
couver and fortlsnd,

Fruit, berry, nut and truck crop grouvers marizet a major part of their

~ products to the canning, freezing and food distribution industry in Vancouver,

Rldgefler, Jortland and northwestern Oregon, In Vancouver are two major

- ¢anneries which contract with Clark County grovers. Originally eatablished in
<1930 to can’ wurple nlums, this cannery in recent years has expanded its line

to inelude gueen beans, sweet and sour cherries and berries, frozen strawberries

and cther fruits, The food processing industry in Portland and northwest Oregon
is a seccud major market, It includes over ten canneries and freezing plants

which handle all tyves of fruits, berrles and vegetables grown in Clark County,

Filtert nuts are marketed under a Federal Harieting Order, Nearly all of
Clark Countyt!s filbert muts are taken by Oregon firms and marketing is guided

» by-the Hashington Hut Growers bqoperatlve and the Filbert Control Board of the

Fitbert lerket Order: organization, . Lo¢al filbert sales from growers to cone

Sumers is saall, but about 200 tons a year from Clark County have been certie

fwed for the national and export’ market in recent years, 1/

VB M BB ew W dAm Gm A s A AL A MM SR W ev PV D ah WE e An an gw EE oW M EF R N ¥ P NN G W S WS 0 me MR

1/ U.8.D.iey AlS, Agricultural Estimates Division, Oregon, Federal Courte :
house Dlc:,, Portland, Oregon,
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Other spocialized outlets for Clark Govnty crons include feed and grain
dealers, pototo chin plants, prune dryers, wineries, flour and cereal mills
and florist wholesélers, In addition to nmuerous by-product plants located
in Portland and nortliern Oregon, growers find marlets at two potato chip facw
tories and one winery in Vancouver and two prune and fruit drying plants in
Portland,

Storasze facilities for perishable fruits and for grains, pears, potatoes,
hay and other seni~perishable crops are good in Clark County, Eight public
frozen food locliers are located in Vancouver and there are three in Camas,
Large grein elevetor and terminal storages are near at Longview and in Porte
land,

Table 33.- Crops Marketed From Clar!: County Farms, 195k,

Emount Received ' ]
. Type of Crop Sold By Farmers Pg;gegtéﬁié
(Dollars) P

Amnd W
F i a, Berries and Nuts

(plums, prunes, cherries,
filberts, strawberrles, N
raspberries, etc,) $1,300,565 5845

potatoes, wint for oil, -

etce) ‘ 569,338 25,6
Vegetables (snap beans, let= - '

tuce, cabbage, cucumbers) 223,61h 10,0
Horticultural Specialties

(trees, shrubs, cut

flovers, plants, bulbs) 128,055 S.8
Total amount received by . ‘
farmers for cash crops ! 242214592 {10040

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture,

Marketing Farm Forest Products

Farm forest products are becoming more important to Clark County farmers
as a source of income. Though still of secondary value, the farm forest crop
1s gaining in importance throughout all western Washington, A variety of
products are being sold to an increasing number of market outlets, 1/ Woolw=
land farmers are within close marketing distance of Longview and Camas, major
pip and paper and wood products mamfacturing centers on the Columbia Rivers
Forest products sold consist mainly of pulpwood, sawlogs, fence posts,

P en wm W A Sm ST W O A 0T M e Sy B SR G AW P B AP W fID AP Fu gm SR WD M kSO N SR @A W e e S8 R P

1/ Bulletin 15, Institute of Forest Products, Dept, of Conservation and
Develovnent, State of Washlngton. Ibrcetlng Hoodlot Products in the
State of Weshington, George Stenzel, 195hL.
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~ Christmas trees and firewood. Sales in 1954 were made by 281 farm operators
eir total returns were e major item
sold is pulﬁwood of alder, cottormood, hemlock and fir specles, amountlng to
over $265,000 a yesr, In forest product sales off~farms, Clark County Panks .
gixth in the state, ' ,

Table 3L~ Forest Products on Farms, Clark County, 1954 - :

Type of Product Régizging ‘ Quantity

Firewood and fuelwood Cubtemmemswmme 787 6 125 vords
Fencs posts Cutememescnenccmcanmaa. 175 22 hSB posts
Sawlogs and veneer logs CUbwewwwawa 235 13,229 M bd, f£t,.
Pulpiood cuteremmeeeemmccanaan ———— 36 2 631 cords
Total value of firewood, fence '

posts. logs, lumber, pulpwood end | - ,

‘other forest products soldememe-= | 281, $294,617

Sources:

u.S, Census, Agriculture,

washlngton Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service.

Agricultural Net Income Compared w&th‘otherllncome Sources

Although Clark County is an important agricultural county, net income frém
farm operations malkes up less than two percent of the total income earned by

2ll the residents,

Income from wages, salaries, rents and profits in non=

agricultural occupations and industries. was nearly fifty times that from

Table 35.~ Types and Sourcos of Income 1950-1952, Clark County )/

Type and Source

Inceme in Dellars By Yea:s

Percentage of Gounty

Income

Years

- 1950—19#2.

Fullman, Wash,

of Income 550 7957 1955 1950 | 1951 ] 1952
Agriculiure § 2,273,0000% 1,747,00018 2,124,000 1,9 | 1.2| 1.k
Construrtion 6,170,000| 10,550,000 12; oso,ooo 562 | T745| Ba2
Governmeornt 165 091,000 20,252,000) 22,280,000} 13,4 | kb 15,2
Manufacturing 30,077,000 38,389,000 ho,392 000] 25,1 | 27.3| 27,6
Service 8, soh,ooo 9,502 000 a,hos,ooo Ts3 | 648] 547
Transportation

-+ Communication
and Utilities 11,522,000 15,377,000 1h,593;ooo 946 | 1049 | 10,0
- Trade 17,111 000 19,h99,ooo 20,077,000} 1b,3 | 13491 13.7
Miscellaneous 33456,000{ '3,L17,000f 3,291,000 2,9 | 2.4 2,2
Property Income| 11,502,000{ 12,192,000} 13,010,000] 9.6 8.7 8,9
Other Income 12,8231900 ' 9;76liooo 1Q,Lozipoo 1047 1_ 6.9 _T7al

Totel $119, 83k, 000 |$140,686,000] $146,629,000|100,0 110040 | 100,0
17/ dohn L, Cuthrie and otaniey G, Boyle, County Income Payments in Washington,

Washington State College, Bulletin 1 Vo. 28,
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farming in 1952, Total income in the county was about $146,629,000 in 1952

while net income or profits received by operators of farms was $2,12l,000,
Mamufacturing is the predominant source of income in the Clark County arez.

Specified Farm Expenditures and Costs

Clark County farmers have an anmual total production cost of nearly
wl;000,000, The costs and expenses of operating a farm to grow and harvest
crops and raise livestock reduce the net income a farmer receives as profits;

In tlhe Census of 195k, farmers reported a total expense approximating $3,9L2,54L0
for fced, labor, gasvline, machine hire and fertilizer, The major productiun
cost item was 2,259,000 for livestoeck and pouliry feed which accounted for

over Lalf of all farm costs, There were 3,095 farms which purchased feeds and
their average feed bill was $730, Labor was the second major cost, totaling
$827,575 or an average of $653 for the farms who hired labor,

Table 30~ Specified Farm BExpenditures in 195h, Clark County

Tv16 oF Munber of Varms | Lxpenditure of | Average

Expenditure Reporting i" _21) Farmg Per Farm
Machi'ﬂe Ilil‘e.......-... recoten 2,190 S‘) 283,351 $129.00
Hired labOl‘..n...”...n.u-. 13267 ' 827)575 ) 653.00
Feed for livestocl and poultry 3;095 2,259,102 730,00
Gasoline, petroleum fvel & oil 2,601 ik, 3L5 159,00
Com.merCial fer'bilizerc ¢Cceonery 91’4 ' 7 1’40, 915 15h.00
Lime and liming materialS,eoso. 21 - 17,654 146,00
Total nroduction costs | §3,942,9L0

Source: U,5, Census, Agriculture,

Level of Tiving on Clark County Farms

On the whole farm people have not enjoyed as high a level of living as
city people., Farm incomes are lower on the average than urban incomes,
Bocause of the isolated location of mahy farms, such conveniences as electri-
city, hot and cold running water and telephones have not been as easily availw~
able to farm families, This is the general situation in American agriculture,

In Washington State and in Clark County particularly, however, the farm
population commares quite favorably with other population groups in conveniences
of modern living, Clark County rural livelihood is slightly below the state
farm average but is above the national average, Some isolated, low-income and
part-time farns in the hilly sections of Clark County tend to bring down the
county average which would otherwise be high, Farm livelihood in the State of
Washington has a grade of 15L while Clark County is graded 136, In comparison,
the average of all counties in the United States is even lower, being 112,

In facllities, Clark County farm houseliolds and farmsteads generally are
better than in the state and nation as a whole, These include the use and
convenience ox electricity, hot water hecters, washing machines, refrigerators
and automotiles, TFarms are well-electrified., Home plumbing is about equal to



w1
o

Clark County, Washington

the state averaze, Clark County agriculture 1s slichtly below normal i‘:.gurea

— inthe state in aVerage ney income and in .tarm nousing.

Table 37.- Indices of Level of Living of Clark County Farm
Families, 1950 Compared with State and Nabional Averages,

e

Index: Ttems

Tercen“bar:e of total farm familiss with listed

index jtems

-Unl'hed States Washington | Clark County
" Farm Tamily Level-of-Living| = “122 “15h 136 -
' Median Income per Family -,91,567 $2,380 - | $2,193
- Electricity 78,3% 92455 be
Electric Hot Veter Heater 17.L3 49425 - B501%
Elestric Washing Machlne ' - 58.7% B85 ¢1i% 88.6%
Hone Freezers: 12,1% Ao5% 1046%
Mech, Fefrigerators 62.7% 77 4% 92 ,6%
. Telephone 38,2% 57.5% 46 ,0%
.. -Hot -an¢ Cold Water Plumb:.ng 23,8% 70,43 76.3%.
Central Heaving 18,14 17.8% 21,35
Houses with More than One. : ‘
» Person per Room 22,35 . 15.7% 14,8%
- Automobiles 63408 77463 79455
Travel 10 IHiles or lore i
© %o Trading Center 21 L 20055 17.0%

Source: Walter L, Slocun and Carol L. Stone, The
Farm People of Washington at I d-Century.

As hlstory and statistics presented in these pmges have showm, Clark
County agriculture 1s a record of progress by its industriour people, In less
than a ceqtumr those who have chosen to livd on the soil have made it an ime
portant farming county, Its numerous dairy, poultry, vegetable, fruit, berry
- and hortisultural specialty farms add much to the economic well-being of the
erea, lany part~time farms provide a secure and wholescme way of ‘1ife for
- industrizl worlkers., ILach farm stands as a living monument to the spirit of

enterprise and progress and faith of the many and varied agrlcultur:.sts choosing

their hames in the Clark County countryside.
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