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PART IV
The Pattern of Agricultire

Farmss Number and Size

Farms in Columbia County generally are large, The average size has ine
creased as the number of farms has deelined with farm land remsining virtually
unchanged, Fam mmbers have been deereasing steadily, numbering 356 farme in
195l compared with 706'in 1910, In eontrast to farm numbers, the average size
in Columbia County has inoreased each Census period, In 195} average farm
size was 952 acres compared with 371 acres in 1900, {The average size for the
state in 195 was 270 acres per farm.) - Columbia tanks eighth among Washington
counties in average size of famm but thirty-~fifth in total mmber,

Total area in farms has remained relatively constant since 1920. Acreage
has fluctuated from 326,330 in 1920 to a high of 354,75k acres in 1540, In
195k the figure was 338,96l acres, an increase of 12,63k from 1920, The dew
oreasing number of farmms is caused in part by the ability of farmers to handle
larger aoreages efficiently with mechanization, The result has been the pur-
chase or lease of smaller farms and consolidation with larger units, By this
method successful livestock and grain farmers have added more land in order

te increase total returns, ] a

Fumber and Size of Farms
Columbia County, 1954.

Based on UsS, Census, Agrioulture, 1954
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Figure 7= Number and Size of Columbia County Farms, 195k,
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N o Table 10.- Farms, Nmnber and Average Size, I-e.rd in Farms
- o Golumbia Gounty, 1900.1952; _

Total County A"erage 8126 | poycent. of
Year ngaéoﬁgim area in farms Oihia!‘m%%n County area .
o v (acrss) ’ ,Qfﬁ‘j;\y in farms
e 191@ o 703 'w"- »31,4)557 ' : M«ﬂoh B A 57')1 RS
;.,;,f:-_1925 B 565--. .y .3215771;.-..-.. | . B6%.5.. |- - BB5 ..
’ 1930 Shh e 318,,260 ol 62%s8 | - 6lel .
‘..}?éﬁ ysg Loz |- b | 63
- 1950 402 339,837 85,4 61,7 -
s e 1954 3% | 338,96k | 952 |- 61,6
" Source* '-‘?U S. Ceneus, Agricultum I

b Golumbia is'a cou:&y of relativ‘ely large farms.' In 1951;, .sixty-four pers
,‘cent of . the farns’ avaraged more than 260 acrss, Of these, 75 percent .contained

Brer 500 acres o.f land; " Ninety-s;.x farms each with 1,000 acres. or more. cobe
?thained naarlv 70 nercent of‘tha hnrvnaﬁhd crnn1nnd in Gn1umh1n Cnnntv and nhnlt
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: mador enberprisas on these 1arge farmsa

Table 1l.,« Large Farma:- :Number and General I...pd Use .
w e OplumbiaaCouﬂby, 195k '
Land Ut.ilization on = N g:f’,cmga- 5%2‘!:2?%
A : . ' 3 £ ] aples
w7 @ Large Farms — b5299 .aores and over
Number of £armSeesmmmmm-: mem | 87 farms| = 9 farms
Land in farmSesmeseccnanne mmemwa~= | 157,423 mores | 97,592 acres.-

Cropland harvegtedmemeem-saiwso= | 52,326 acres | 26,7L0 acres
Cropland used only ‘for pastires 3,1Lh acres | 1,756 acres
_f)Cropland not harvested and not
o 'pastured-(die, fallow land)ew 140,370 acres | 9,01} acres -
" Woodland pasturedesvermceca.- ——— 6,651; acres | 16, 832 acres |
Woodland not pastured=seem=e-==- | = 7,605 acreﬁ, e .
Other pasture (not cropland :
and not woodland)emeammemmacwn h3,638 acres 42,75k ‘acréau

- A

Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture
.Farm Values

Farm values have shown great. 1ncréases bihce 1900, Fdll&xing 1900 total
farm property in the county increased:in value nearly seven times from

$5,1L9,080 to $36,921,828 in 195L, Howsver, both average valus per fam and
per acre desclined during the depression years of the 1930's. Following World

War 1T, farm property value increased greatly and-in 3.95h the-average farm in
Columbia was worth $107,530 with average per-acre value of $1l6, Value has begt.



Crop and Livestock Reporting Service.Bulletin

27

added by the general rise in land prices, farm improvements and the additions .

of ferm land; machinery and mildings,

This increase in farn value is common

in many of ths obther counties in Washington and in the United States as a
vhole but has been very great in this county,

Table 12;= Value of Farm Propert&

Columbla County, 1500-195L

Total Value Couniy Average Values
Year |All Farm Prcperty | Per Farm | Per Acre
in County (dollars) | {doliars)
1900 $ 5,149,080 $ 7,290 $ 20
1920 29,784,808 h3,h30
1930 17,948,154 32,990 53
1940 13,280,553 25,300
1950 31,10k,750 77,315 7u
195k | . 36,921,828 - 107,530 117

Source: U, 5, Census, Agriculture

Farm Tenure

Tenancy (the renting and 1easing of ent;re fanns) is more ‘common in Colum~

bia County than in most areas of the state,

Farms operated by tenants acw

counted for 32 percent of all farms. in 1935, btut since then have gane down %o

23 percent,

leading type of tenure,

were operated on a part-cwnership basis in 195k,

wheat farming where machinery makes large units more economical to run,

Farms run by mahagers are less common thasn in the 19307s,
ownership of farms has become less common than in 1940,
Part~ownerchip (where a farme owus land and rents
additional land) has increased reeently. About 33 per

Full

but it is still the

cent of all farm units
This system is common in

Oftene=

times elderly and retired people arrange to have parts of their farms operated
by neighboring growers or livestock producers who have machinery and orews

available,

Table 13,= Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farms

£

By Tenure of Operator, Columbia County

19201954
Number " Fill Owners Part Owners | Managers ~Tenant s
Year IFarms 4in number |per‘cent | number | percent | number | percent | numbexz | percent
County of of all| of of all| of of all| of of all
farms | farms | farms| farms { farms{ farms | farms|{ farme
1920] 622 28 | 45,6 | 118 ) 29,0 { 14 | 2,3 | 206 33,1
1925| 565 251 bhiol 120 21,2 22 3.9 ].272 304
1930 5Lk 229 | 42,1} 138| 25.h4 8 1.5 169 | 31.1
1935] 566 260 | L9.5 93 | 16.4 9 1.6 184 | 32,5
19L40| s25 26l | 50,3 | 116 | 22,1 2 ol b3 | 27,2
19L5{ L59 213 L6l 2h 27.0 5 i1 117 2505
1950( Lo2 201 | S0,0 | 122 | 30.4.f 3 CWT T 761 1849
195k 356 153 h3.0 118 33.1 3 8 82 23,0

Source: U, s. Census, Agricultur
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Figure 8.- Farms by Tenure of Gperator, 001umbia Gounty, 195!4
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In ‘1951.; about Bh percent of the land in farms was harvested oroplind.
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Types of Farms

Farms growing grain orops of wheat, barley and oats dominaté Columbia
County agricu1tu;a9 making up 70. pevcewt of the total, Livestock farms (other
than dairy and pouliry) .and fruit and nut farms are other important types in
Columbia 9

Table ihgn Types of Fbrmé,'001um51a County, 1954

Type of Farms . Ngmber of aiirf:;;soin
' Farms | 4vo county
To‘tal farms In Poun'bym...o....'.m......'.u’. o' 351
FieLdﬂchD f‘3-:"'?1500ocoexcoaune.-m.--uc-ooo.r«oo “ 2&?,
Gas}""grainooonaoo.-noneoq...loot’odton-o ' 2)4? ’ 700)4
Other fleld‘-cropaoanoooounuooqoooacnoclo . 0 :
vegetable faﬁmsﬂﬂc.'....‘ﬂﬂ"..‘.."..ﬁ.“.. . 1 v. ‘3
Frui't‘-and"nut' farmsoooc«aoouoocootpooooocovl ‘ 10 . 208
Dairy farms@o“lbll!.000000..!0000...0000\:0‘0 o 0 ‘
Poult 'y ‘Parmsnn..o.e...”.-.u...-uuee--- 0
Livestock farms cther than dairy and poultvry’ ‘39 11.1
Generai farms,.ao..o.«.........b.......-{..m i I ¥
- Primar.*ly Cl0Psecnesscvtornssossnsosevea | ) 0
‘ Pr‘.i.mar'!ly .Liv'es'loock..........“nn..... _ 0
CI‘OD and livestoc kooaooot--n-qtc.oonto-a ) 12 . 362‘
. Miscellareous and unclassified.ferMSeqesseaa | B2 12,0

Source: U, B. pensps, Apriculture

Farm Residence and Operation

Part-time farming 1s less common than over the state as a whole, 4 large
majority of Columbia County farmers are full-time ¢ommercial farmers and do not
depend on, or participaie in, industrial o nonfarm employment., In 195k only :
about one in three or 33 percent worked for wages away from the farm, This
contrasts with the state average in which about L6 percent of farmers partici-
pate in industrial or other work t0 supplenent their agricultural incomes.

A large majority of the larmars in bou.unm.a DDU.H‘D}F occupy residences on
the farms they are operating, Aboubt 13 percent lived off their farms in towns
or cities and 87 percent lived on their farms in 1954, Only a few wheat and
livestock farmers lived in towns and commuiod to their farming operations.
However, away~from~-farm residence is more common in Columbia County than in
the state as a whole,

Farm Facilities

In 1954 Columbia County farm homes and farm operations were well equipped
with household conveniences and labor saving devices. Rural electrical and
telephone services were advanced, Capital investments by farmers in labor

savine mnbh‘inn‘rv have inoreaded duringe the last deecads Whaat,. barlev and
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green pea growing and harvesting are mschanized to a high degree. About 58
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percent of all farms have grain combines and over 8 percent have trastors and
trucks, Nearly 88 percent of all farmers own automobiles. This agricultural

-~. Peglon- le-above.the state snd national” avgrane_ig use: of - grgctgrg- nnmbingg
LR :;,trucks and other machinery. oL S :

Table 15.- Specifiad Facilities and Equipmen‘b on Farms
Golumbia Gountv. 1QGh

—F v

Syt aoiliby or | Minber of | porcenv.of A1l .-
© . Equipment Ttem Farms Using | oone, in County
‘ - 2quipped
 ; :i‘rj,..ﬂlelephone.,goaaoto.oohoo'oooo - 330 A . 92.7 T
BlectricitXOOUIOlonoa srseens | 335 X o 9‘401 PR v
. Telev:’.Sion aet..ocgoaoagoooom. 112 31.5 S
o~ Piped I‘lmning wateroocooo-n. . 332 R T ' . 9363 K
i I'[Ome freézer...........u.., .. 232 U ?,'j6_5.2"’,
v Eleetric pig broo.derpg930010 . . . ,-‘.8
i _;Iower feéd gﬁnderooqoo!ooot . 76 ) 2103 o ’
D’n‘ilking machine........u". i . . 3 h -
Grain combines........up ee | 207 . . 5801 .
P Corn p:l.ckers..uu..*....m are e : -
* Piok—up balers...,....nn.._‘ "‘_ zh 6‘7
Field forage harvesterfesses | . 25 7.0
Artificial . ponds, reservo:'l‘.rs N -
. - and earth 'banks.........a Ay 10,4
;. MDtOI"bI’U.QkB...oooqo-oaco--oc 308 . _.86¢5
carm s :'_.lraotors.........n...-un. 309 : 86 8.
Au‘bomobileg..,......,.,. o_v.».;.-o't' P 313 87'9

Source:

Irrigation and Facilities
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70 farms.

U, S. Census, Agriculturs . . .
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'fuau]y4¢3 3;561 AgTes unger uzubﬂ OF; ﬁpl;nﬂxer 1xrlga310n.'
i » Private and —local :cogperative irrigation systems-aresused by
" o-9dverting small streams and using ground water pumps: and sprinklers:: Peas,

L}

Golumbia County haa _only. a:,minor amount of land under irrigati@g. In 195h
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" asparagus, hay and some grain crops are irrigated locally. About 2, 600 acres

AVara o nd
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. anava.vttw A, :17% agies Ga- papvuie: wolin: uuuc.l .:.ux.tgqu.:.ou in -L’Du-

( 'J'- &nd Sf'ouchet R:l.vers are pr&noipal fsourcea of irrigation water.
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