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PART VII
Farm Marketing and Levél of Living
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In- berms of: its major agricultural commodities, Golumbia County is sult-

T'--':'a.bly located for:marketing in:the: western statés region’ and transcontinentally

to the eastern United States, - Majob goods produced hers are grains and canned
peas and asparagus which can be shipped long distances. In terms of its less
perishable crops and’ livestosk: which undergd’ some shrinkage or ‘quality change,
it is at a slight disadvantage in competition with areas nearer major urban
centers and terminal markets, The farming region centered at Dayton is some-
what distant by highway and rail- :£Pom major Pacific Northwest clties and
terminals and this distance is ‘reflécted in higher freight rates and hauling
charges ‘than those paid by producers and’ shippers in other competitive areas,
There is only a small local consumer market, It is a large surplus feod area
that must distribute agricultural products to distant markets elther before or
after they are proceseed. Perishable végetable .production is sold to major
canneries located within the immediate region, OCrain and cattle, however,
must be shipped to major: téerminals at ‘Spokane or on the Pacific Coast. Dayton
ig nearly 300 miles from-Seattle, 265 frem Portland and 130 from Spokana,
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gaverage vross income. _

Railroad and trucking. facilitias for moving bulk shipments of graine and
carload lots of. canned vegstables are modern, . . Branch lines of Northern Paclfie
and Union Pacific cemnect Dayton and Starbuck with transcontinental lines at
Walla Walla, Pasco and Spokane, Numerous grain. warehouses»and elevators and
loading sidings are on these railways. . Three interstate commerce licensed
motor carriers.and numerous. agricultural exempt carriers are-available for
hauling farm products, Highway: most used ds. the. modernized eross-~gtate highe~
way U, S, 410 passing through-Dayton and eonnecting with Walls Walla, Clarkston
and other major cities, The area is connected with Spokane by the modern
highways U, S, 295 and 195, Within Columbia County there are 488 miles of
surfaced, improved and graded public: roads suitable for agricultural trucke,
Most fanns are readlly accessible by trucks.

Ihcomez Value of Products Sold

Ganmua of Agriculture data on the value of farm products sold show that
farm ineome has been trending upward in: récent yeara. All Cojumbia County
farme marketed agricultural products worth $9,389,700 in 195k, compared with
$6,09L,200 in 1949, This is an increase in gross returns to farmers of about
5l pereent since 1919, Columbia County ranks high.in.the ‘stats Th:perafam
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Salea of farm products and farmAincdmes varw'hy type and slze ef Tarma.

Abou‘t- Iive-sixtha oi” t‘ane count,yms Jbl rarma e.re commerclaz.use.t.ung 'prﬁmww

i'f"f,'Valued ‘gt éver $250 pET year:
"7+ ¢luesifisd: as ‘above~averagé £ high=income ‘fams;
" al) ‘commereidl farms ‘in-the’ county’wera in< aconamlo Class Iy with ‘saYes of over

“The.majority &f Colurbia’ County" farms: dre
In 1591 about ‘vne-half of
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$25,000 for the year, Another one-fourth weré Class’ 1T fhrms which ' madd sales

in excess of $10,000, Over four-fifths of all farms ln the area exceeded the
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Total Value of Farm Products Sold in 195h 39,389,700-.

- Forest and Other
e Produota 1,5%

%@—m Peas 1407
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Figure 13.- Sources of Cash Income, Columbia County, 195L

o

L — ’ Source. U, S, Census, Ag,r_i:cultur

 $5,000 level of farm sales receipts i‘or the Census year of 195), Large-acals

growing of cash grain crops and extensive contracted acreages growing peas and
asparagus contribute to the general pattern of high i.ﬂcome farms. '

Marke‘bing Field Grop8° Wheat, Barl ley, Oats, Dry Peas, ‘Hay

+

_ About ?6 percent of all farm marketings in Columbia County are field
erops with wheat by far the most valuable commercial orop., In 1954 Columbia
County growers sold about 2,900,000 bushels for $5,800,000 and wheat sales
accounted for over 61 percent of all marketing returns to farmers. Barley is
a second major cash grain crop and oats are of minor importance. In 195h4
about 71k,000 bushels of barley were sold by farmers retiurning them approxie
mately $850,000. Only 18,600 bushels of oats worth $16,000 were sold. ‘

D;-y field peas for seed- and for humsh use amqun'hed to sales ‘of 18, 000
hundred-pound bags in 1954, Dry . pea growers retsived about $95,000 for their
total orop., Hay was a minor cash crop. About 500 tons of alfalfa were traded

locally or itrucked to distant markebs in '7Juo J-Ta had a ITIETKB‘D va.l.ue to

growers of about &11,000. - R

Facilities for gr&in and dry. pe
¢

are well-developed within and adjacent to Columbia County. There are 17 state

ding, storage, shipping and ha.ul:mg
n
.- 1lcensed public grain warehouses ‘within the noun'by with a total capacl'by of
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3,219,500 Yushels, Dayton and. Starbuck have the largest. storages in the
county. ‘Mich of ‘the ‘grain and ‘pess ’are 150" déliverad to- storage houses in
Walls Wella and Whitman Counties. S

Table 2?.—- Cropa Marlmted From Golumbia County Farms, 195
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= o

— e dtwmtivtnois
—— _5 . [ et

Amount Received D s
Type of Grops Sold By Farmerg = | rercent A1l
L . y - . (DOllars)A Gropa 801d
e 'Field Crops (wheat, barley, oats, I R ’
. Arer nans - - o AT § I ~~ a
CIY - psas, ucw, WDEUDBB, BPG.}-_._—,‘_- R adLf yUd 61,8
Vegetables (green peas, asparagus)™ - 1,2L0,97L ) HP
Fruits, Nuts.and Berries (apples, | . . .-
' peaches, cherries,- apricots). . | 32544455 3e7
Hortlcultiiral: Specialties \bréat?,' . e
shrubs, cut flowers, p].anis, 1
ines, etc.) 2 18,000 3
Total amount reoeived bv
farmers for cash orops’ . $8,731,h8h 10040

. Sourcez U S. Cenaus, Agg_icultur
arketl ing Gamef-em.n egetables - feas and Asparagus

o+, Since the early 19301s Columbia Courrty has been Washington's second most
!.mportarﬂ area. ,1n value. of . oommergial “green-peas-and agparagus marketed from
farms, "Jn 1954 there were. over 16,000 tons of green peas marketed to canneries
in Columbia and Walla‘Walls-Couhtiess ,Peas wWere-the county's second most

. valuable cash orop in 195k returning growers about §1,0L0,000, Green peas are

vined _anc delivered :Lmediately to; eanneriea at Dayton, Waitsburg and Walla

YLHﬁA
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1ndividual grovers,. :

valued at about $95,000 per year,
table eash crop i aaparagus. :

Feas are. grown

by. both. company - owned farms and under contract by

Dry peas and -seed : ‘peas-are a. related commercial orop

per. season for the.canneries of the immed:l.ate region.

The second most valuable processing vege~
:In racent years about 1,400 tons have been cut

Agparagus marketed for

~canning and freezing returned growera ~1n colm-nbia Oounty appro:dmtely &200,000

in »195,4- K A

e s amr : -1 = A

Applaa and other pzre i‘ru;.ts aucﬁr as: peaches, a.pricots and cherr‘iea are
oemmercia!. crops returning - growers an ahmial: retiorn of ‘over 3300,000 “periyear,
Fruit accounts for aboab 3 to ! 4 percent of all marketings, Fruits are shipped
fresh to distaqb*mrkets. “Dayton:is the prinoipal 3hipping point, In a recent

year thers - ‘were. .00 carload lats. ofxgpples and mixed fruits shipped from Dayton,

oy d

N.arket*mn Cat "13, Hogs, ‘Sheep and and ool

Sales of ldve animals for slaughter and for stockera and feeders totaled

"t - O o N Y
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\ oféi: $546,000 in 195k and made up about - ‘percent of the’ coun'by g i‘arm m sconony,

et WAL 2]

Gat%la .and_calves arg-the a.ajcr itama 80ld, “"“'-.u.my.ug mor'e thar $L7T0,000] -

- Hogs

o ol ‘apd ssdond, making up ‘sales ‘of .about $58,000, -Sheep dnd wool ware minor, sales

“amounting to about $17,000.
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Major markets for Columbla County livestock are in the general Blue Moun=-
tain. region of Washington, Oregon and Idaho, Idvestockmen haul to auction
yards and meat packers in Walla Walla, Clarkston, Pasco and Colfax.” Some rail
and truck shipments are sent to Spokane or Portland. Walla Walla is the prine
cipal market place for feeders and finished cattle., Wool is generally pooled
with that of several other southeastern Washington and northeastern Oregon
counties and is sent to wool avetions in Portland, Oregon. '

Table 28,~ Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed
Columbia County, 195L

Class of Livestock Quantity | Amount Received
Products Sold Marketed . by Farmers
Dairy Products : :
Whole milk L7hy15h 1bs, $ 22,005
Butterfat - —ee | 25,416 1bs, 12,611
Tobal all dairy products ’ $ 30,616

Poultry and poultry products

Chickens 1,395 birds | § 5,083
Eges 63,003 dozen 28,043

Turkeys, ducks, geegseem—emmu : 00

Total all poultry & poultry products $ 38,826 .
Animals sold alive .

Catile —————— === | 2:386 head $268,308

Calvesﬂ-ﬂ“—-ﬂ-— e ’ 2_337& heéd 183_,676

Hogs and plgse—emeeccmameccnee 1,752 hesd 57,824

Sheep and lambs - 1,018 huad 17,028

Horses and mileSmecome—acmne - 20 head 12'?:3?
Total all animals scld aliv - eI,

Other livestock and livestock
products so0ld

Tobal amount received for livestock

and livestock productfmmeccnecanana

Source: U, S, Census, Agricul*ure -
Marketing Dairy Products

Markebting dairy: products such as whole milk and cream has deciined in
Columbia County in recent years, In 1954 thers weze cxly four fams selling
whole milk and their total sales were 475,000 pounds volued at only $22,000,
In 1954 about 50 farms made sales of cream, selling 0,000 psunds of butterfat
valued at $12,600, Local milk and eream is mainly sold to and distributed by
two creameries in Dayton and g dairy plant in Pomeroy of Garfield County. The
local market is relatively small in sonsumers and includes parte of Columbia,
Garfield and Walla Walla Counties, U : :

Marketing Poultry, Eggs

Poultry marketing-~a small commercial sideline=-consists mainly of sales
of eggs and turkeys to Walla Walla region handlers and processors., Sales of



: hB R _ . ‘Coilumbia ;.‘_Countg, Washington-

eggs were about-$28,000 4n: 199h ,;sold from over 170° farms, havihg. dedlined cote
L siderably since 1950, Sales.wof :Jive: chickens were made by about 70 farhg with
. -attotal value-.of ‘§5; 100‘- "Turkay: production for markets has ‘dropped sifite 1950,
%, "Only S farms sold. a totel’ of 600 birds in 195k worthi-about §6,000, :Poultry and

<10 gt produc‘h:.on 16 riot. sufficient: £or" local needs: and supplies-are’shippéd in

- from Wells Walla, : Prixacipal processing.and handler markets for eggs and

poultry antering trade. are’at pounltry product plants in Walla Wallz, Sems
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small pmducer sales are made to retailers in Day'bon and Wa:.tshxrg and some
sales ar: made directly off fams. '
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Yarketing Forest Brodu

e

In" :*ecerrb years forest. pi'oducts from private farmer-mmad woodlands have -
becdre more important-in'Colunbia-County-agricultire, Farms -and ‘ranches in
the Blue Mountains region sell and utilize ovar $30,000 worth.of timber prod-

ucts annually. . In 195k there were 17 farms that sold a. total of over N million
board fset of sawlogs, Prlncipal markets for tim‘ber aro three lumber mills

operating 1n Vhe Dayton area, : o e S
Table 29.- Forest Procjucta on Fams, Golumbla Gdunt‘sf, 195h

e ‘I‘ype of Product -] Farms o -Qtzahtity‘
L fng vy jReportdng | o 7 ¢
Fu-ewood and fuelwood cut------.a--—- 12 o 124 eerds: -
Fence ' posts cube~dummmmssmtmenpamen.t . 11 - | L,Lh2 posts
Sawlegs. and veneer logs: cut.-------- N N | h,319 M bde fte
: mp“c('!d Qut-'!—-i--‘-f—n—-“---r--wq C L|, 35h Cﬂrds
Total value of farm forest producksf... . ..
ao]d and used on the fam—--------‘ - 18 $30,761n %

'AA<

‘Source: U. S, Cenaus, gglcultur

Speeiftec Farr Exnenditures

Columbia Courrb;y farmera who w;:eported expenditures in 195h spent over
$3,1685,0C0. during the year for feed, labor and supplies used in. crop and lives
stock preduction, .Chief farming expense was for hired labor, Nearly 280 farms

Table 30.= Specified Farm Expenditures in 195L, Columbia: County - .

. Type of . "} Farms | Expenditure of Average

S E‘.q.-ernﬂitﬁra - P Rﬁ"‘ﬁi"‘t’aiﬁ“‘ aJ.-}. .l.'d.nnu 1’61‘ Fa a:.-m .
‘ . > l"achine,hiréo P _0‘9..0 vor o Y Qe L 207 $ 363 690 ; !'_ $l, 757 )
._'-'; . ".Hired }.aboroo,nn-u...-u..-- 1 279 e 1’568 763‘ 5’623
N ?;Feed for Tivestock and poultry | ~ 238 ° 195.269 ., 820°
s -Gasoline, petroleum fuel &oil:[" 299 - 374,969 ¢ 1,2514"’-_-.

Commercial fertilizero essasee 2?5’ I 683, llh b ,h&h i

lime and liming materialBesees 1 L 7 .

Total production COBLBravsosas : $3, BI2. .. fair

g REEL ﬁtmrce: Ue S Census, Ag_r_icul‘bure R

-
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hired labor and some of the growers of green peas and asparagus made heavy
outlays for harvest labor, . .Labor costs avera.ged over $5,600 per farm, Com~
mercial fertilizer costs were second, averaging %2 8L per farm, A third
major cost was for gasoline, diesel fuel and oil used heavily in the mechanized
wheat farming of the region, There were 300 farms using petroleum products

and the average was over $1,250 each in anmual payments for petrolewm, Come

' pared with 19[19. coste for labor, fertilizer, petroleum products, feed and all

other supplies were grsater in 1951;. Servicing and supplying Columbia County s
356 farms is an important basis of local business in Dayton and Starbuck as .
well as in Waitsburg and Pomeroy in adjacent Walla Walla and Garfleld Count:.es,

Apricultural Income Compared to Other Income

Agrlcultural income in Columbia Coun‘by leads by far all other sources of
income, Income from sales of farm products and agricultural employment makes
up over 48 percent of the.total and is far more important than manuf‘acturmg,
commercial and professional trades and other nonfarm occupations, A recent
study by Washington State College shows that agricultural net income has been :
gaining in annual value, :

Table 31.~ Types and Sources of Income 19501952, Columbia County 1/

Type and Source Income in Dollars by Years Percentage of County
of Incomo 1950 | 1551 1952 | 19507 1951 1952
Agriculture $3,839,000($2,947,000184,373,000 | L7.8| LO.0| L8.6
Construction 79,000 86,000 114,000 1,0 1.2 1.3
Government 5139000 579,Q00‘~ 6h7,000 6ol 7.9 742
Manufacturing |  716,0007 . 871,000; 8L2,000! 8.9] 11.8| 9.k
Service . 3714,000 113,000 LOL,0OO| heB| 5.6| -LoS
Transportation, _— . S :
Communication g ' : ,
and Utilities 3141 000 ' 402,000! 125,000 Lo2| 5.5 L6
Trade 921;,000 1927,000| 1,053,000 | 11¢5| 1206 | .11.7
Miscellaneous | 99,000 99,000 95,000 | 1,2 1.3 1l
Property Income .512 000 542,000 556 000 | 6| Toli| 642
Other Incame 628 000 h95gooo h83,ooo 7.8 6.7 5ok
Tobal $8,025,000 [$7, 361,000 $8,992,000 | 100,0 ; 200,0 | 100,0

1/ John A, Guthrie and Stanley E, Boyle, County Income’ Payments in Washington,
1950-1952. Pullman, Wash, Washlngton State College, Bullevin No. 26,

e - . o b Y
ably above the national and state averages., Average farm family net income was
O t, r

last estimated at $3,200, The state average was $2,380 and the national average
$1,567.

On the whole, farm people have not en;}oyed a level of living as high as
city people, Farm incomes measured in dollars. received for labor or goods sold

are lower on the average than urban incomeso Git.y people alao have readily

A T
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- electrici‘by. L

-~ avallable more .conveniences, Because of isolation and the scattéred location

“of farm and;‘ranch homes it.is: diffieult to obtain electrical, -telephone, sewer,
* running water and even highway: services Services: .are-often. too costly for ‘

:public ihd- private ubility companies to -provide. for-alk rural homes and farme

- gteads,’ particularly in remote or inaccessible aress, In numerous cases,

f 1. incomes- are too low for farmers to put in their own electrical, wa‘ber and other

conveniences which families :Lnx c:cty neizhborhocds take for grarrbedo .

In Gclumbie Goun’oy the ownership e.nd use o:t‘ conveniences generally‘ associ-
ated with a modern standard of 1iving:are above .national and state averages.
Many' new’ modern farm homes have raised the average greatly since 1945, Good |
Tursl electrification development: has’ been* accomplished by private and pu‘olic i
utilities since 1935 . Over 76 percent of a.ll farms are now aemred ‘with -

B} Cclumbia Ccunty farms are: wsll—mechanmed with tractore s combines and
" trucks and’ most farm homes used:for year-round residence are well-=eguipped with
' @lectrical ‘applisnces and.other: conveniences, Columbia County farm families

' are above national and state averages in the ownership of -hot: water heaters,

home freezers, refrigerators, telephones, central heating and modern plumbing.
In, Colurmbia County, as a whole, farms.have modern hames:and standards’ of 1iving
e.re' a‘ocve 'bhe general average for all American agriculture. e

‘Tabsle. 32,- Indices of Level of’ Living of Goliiibia County Farm *

S
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i ~3 $ourl.e-. Walter L, Slccum and Garol L. Stone, The Farm Paog__c

o ':'“an d- Tucannon Valleye contribute great]y ‘to the -lotalk and state economys: Col 1ume

:é'-;,ﬂ___ ‘Families, 1950 Compared-with State and National Averages

RPN R .‘:‘*P:crcér;t%e of total farm families with.1listed
'.,Index'ltema' S index items .
e e United States |-Washington | Gclumbla Gounty
;Fam Family Levelacbeiving* Y128 - . 15k 170
Médian Income per Family $l,567 - | $2,380 . $3,200
Electrioity 78.3% , 92,5% 7.6.011%
Electrirc. Hot Water Hea‘ber C ATl T T h9el | 7 8B
Flectris.Washing Mechinq ER 88,7 - B5.4 7069
Hore Frizezers . o221 T 1heS {4 72356
Mech, Réffigerators 1o 6267 - < TTely | 96567
Telsphope o7 i LA 38620 | BTl - TSNl
-Hob "and Gold Wa‘c.er Plumbing v 238 o T06h 78140
" Cemtral “Heating =™ . ;j 8] 178 [ T6h0
wﬂouses with More han One AU N
*"Person per Room "~ BT RN RS 14 BN B B
Automobiles 63 0. | Mms | -6.9,oh,.,., o
Travel 10 Miles or More S Enn o - R
%o Trading Center . . | . 23..!4, ... 205 B ,25.

R 1 am st ' PREREE TTRERNT . PUET IR o X o Wy n»'l'! aﬂ'a I 'P hfgﬂhﬂﬁﬁ"f‘
hd "dd?u&.l.i Lo GM ILJ.U"UUIIUMJ !E‘ WYGWD WULLWUERD WL uauu.l..usuuu,

Washington Agric, Exp, otations, Bulletin 557, February -
1955. Pullman, Washington. o
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bia County's wheat and commercial vegetable production places it among the
leading counties of America in these commodities.



