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FOREWORD

This bo
the nature and present nature of agriculture in each of the thirty.nine souns
ties of the State of Washington, This project was initiated in 1956 through
funds made available by Sverre N, Omdahl, Director, Washington State Department
of Agriculture, 1948=56, State funds were matched by moneys from the United
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States Department of Agriculture under the Research and Marketing Act of 1946,

uglas County iz one of an original series being devoted to

n De
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County sgricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs,
Contirmally echanging conditions in a dynamie state such os Washington require
sonstant planning by groups and individuals both in private enterprise and
riblic service., Compreshensive imowledge of land resources, population and
sgricultural-economic trends in a local area such as Douglas County is of great
value, This book will be useful for reference in public and private instruce
tion by vocational agriculture and social studiez teachers in Douglasg County
schools, It has been devised zlso to inform adults interested in knowing more
about their immedinte area, as well as persons and enterprises concerned with
agricultural production and marketing or prospective settlsment snd investment

in the county,

Carefully selected geographic facts, agrienltural histery, population
trends and statistical data are included to give an over-all appreciation of
Douglas County. The enumerations of the United States Censuses of Population

and Agriculturs since 1890 and resent estimates of the Waahington State Census
Board are summarizad to give a perspective of davelopment since the sstablish.
ment of Douglas County in 1883, Facts on topography, soil, climate and forests
which influence ferming are integrated from surveys and reports of government
agenciss, Estimates of leading orope ty years sinee 1939 by the Waghington
Crop and Livestock Reporting Service provids a measure of the trend in the
agriculture of the county farm industry,

Acknowledgment is accorded the professional work of several persons.
Immedlate direction was under Emery C. Wilcox, Agrioultural Statistician in
Charge, Estimates Division, dgricultural Marketing Service, United States Dew
partmant of Agriculture. Supervision, research and cartographic illustration
wag performed by Ir, Woodrow R, Clevinger, Market Analyst, Washington State
Department of Agriculture, Lloyd J, Mercer, student in Agricultural Egonomics,
Washington Btate College and resident of Addy, Stevens County, wrote the sece
tions on pattern of agriculture, orops, livestock and marketing and collected
much original information, Mr, Richard Perry, of the Washington State Depart-
ment of Agriculturs, and Leonard W, Orvold, D, W, Barrowman, Agricultural
Statisticians, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of
Agriculture, gave valuagble assistance, The clerical staff of the Washington
Crop and Livestock Reporting Service prepared tabular meterial for the book.

) J. D Dwyer, Direator
Washington State Department of Agriculture
Olympis, Washington
February 15; 1959
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Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin i

PART I
History of Douglas County Agriculture
Introduction

Douglas County is located in north central Washington in a dry region gene~
rally termed "the, Big Bend Country”, Settled mainly since 1890 by livestockmen,
vheat and frult growers, Douglas County has growm in population and in impore
tance in the production of wheat, tree fruits and cattle,

Douglas is one of the larger counties of Washington, In geographical area
it ranks seventeenth among the thirty-nine Washington counties, Its land area
of 1,178,240 acres or 1,841 square miles is larger than that of the State of
Rhode Island,

Population density is small because of dry climate, large-sized farm holde
ings and wide areas of rough topography. In 1955 the population of Douglas
County was 12,600, averaging only about 7 persons per square mile, The inhabie
tants are concentrated mostly in the towns located on the banks of the Columbia
River and at trading centers on the plains of the interier plateau such as
Waterville and Mensfield, Vaterville (population 982) is the county seat and
Bridgeport (population 1,176} is the largest incorporated place, The county

population has triplad since 1900, Recent growth has come from development ef
the Columbia River for hydroeslectric power and irrigation,

Econemic history has been characterized by an early period of range livem
stock raising followed by dryland wheat and irrigated fruit growing, Since
© 1935, nonfarm activitiss such as comstruction work on Columbia River dams an
. service trades have brought in additional workers and their families, '

Douglas County's economy is primarily dependent on agriculture, About tuoe
fifths of all county income is from sale of farm products, In the most revent
Census, Douglas County ranksd tenth in Washington in value of farm products sold,
Farmers sold products valued at $16,815,200 in 195k, It ranked fifth in wheat
‘and small grains and fourth in tree fruits, In the last census year, its whead
and grain erops were valued at over $9,000,000 and its fruit crops at nearly
$6,000,000,
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Before the arrival of white men. the present Douglas Cmntsr area was oefue
pled ly semi~nomadic Indians using. the: Tterder Salishiand Sahaptin langueges, »
Several tribal groups named the Okanogan, Nespelem, Wenatohi, Pa_louae and Nes
Perce lived within or ranged over:the area, Thers were Indias sanps: %iz:vuiages
on the bars of the Columbia River, Using horses, the Induns hunted and ‘rénped

.« .- ower the. grasslands of. the Waterville:Platesu,! Chief’ Jmph, % Neg f’erao, m :
T, one of- the most famous Indians:torlive. in Douglas County, ‘The. Ind:lanh puétﬁcec
- ﬁ,l;gt;a er-no.ggrioulture, but they raised and traded:horses;i: “Wild: hotaes - ‘were
. Mmerous over the maﬂand &rou;bt the central:Washington:repiény: - T

- White men, British- fnr tradora anthnpporu attached toithe! mdaon Bsi‘
Compam, wers in.the avea as:eurly .as 1807, - American fur-tiadirs weré eétabe
- _.liShed on-the Colymhia -River at.Fort: {Okanogan in: pustntwehnormwmnty-ia
early as 1811, In an effort to compete with British fur tuding compunies,

- John Jaccb Aster's Pacific Fur Company: utabliehod m!«mriun Iort at thg
_Jnnotugo a.t.tha Okgnogan usd&olum&t Rimn‘é. S , L

. ; ':Amx:ican-muah adiapuu mox’f h»nd :hn'isdimm u'nd Indiau holtﬂﬁy ’hltd
ek . aettlement Dby Tanchers. between:¥825 and 1860, - Oréat Britain- tigld’ cll@.ﬁ
¢ 49 east central Washington btéauao_noﬁ ﬂ.ts?*mr trading opefations,, Amrtca.n

- apd settlers were discouraged rirg Ho' take up homesteads(- "By the
glgeaty«vf 18116 ‘the Ugth: pers 1ol e iostblstied las the Urdted StateasCan:
shoundazys -This pﬂniﬂed Mﬁc‘m&ﬁo icq&irrﬁﬁmt!swnddr ‘the 'hduatga&’;gmu
;gf tha Uui_ted Stataa' S Sy weiss afeaden T REa

Vil Mlm hostildity “beginnink with:the- Cayuse War of 1871855 prevenf.qd
- gi.gﬁtclerj Erom. talking: up: Zands: driimost -of- exstern Washington.” Even after the N
ma'm,aty ;0f. 1855t Walla. Walls ‘betieen’the Unitisd States and ‘the Yakiie ‘Indian
; eonfegpaa\:sm the: Nes: Perce and:Olahogan’ Inidiars wers not pacifiedy W Tate as
1075 Indian sttacks were made on mining camps near Lake Chelan, The Nes Perce, A
-3 Jedshy Chief Josaphy:dithriot: Tecoghivea:peate treaty untiy abobt 36870, After
%@m most, north central. Hashirgton dhdlans: were Pewsefud #nd: seoeptad Tesidence
@p,;&};e h.rgov 0911{1:11& unmtio edn Wmt“mm%gan iiﬂ FW“*’GO‘B!@}?Q,;
ety O RO T Hd :.' "-"J'i A vﬂ‘ﬁ- M y
P agt In* tha Wl&&"z theu wg!:imnwgh catt}euen, ahomn and’ ﬁmlﬁgadm
S 1n thesmg Bgmxgpuntzy to. pmm*;ar rnwccunty. on- m&xb‘er 23, IB?B

.--..-...t.--n-d.q—--.-q--n-------o.-tn

'-.,.-_‘...« [Tt

-3/ Thishisvorieal -suiaty was OSFived Trom Tive sources: = i
“+ 7 (1) The Wematchee Daily World, ;Wenatchee,. Wss bington, 50th mmimuu

.'IJL gty

WLy vRLY 3y 4700
{2) Richar F. Stesle,. Hstory: otnuorthanMDn, Weat,rn Hzl.atorical

Publishing Company, . S {in
(3) Briidgeport’Sohool. mmm &9 Szggoporﬁsins vm: Douehll County
F‘uﬁ‘u‘ﬁi‘i Commigsion, ..

(L) Washington Writers!

?Ette 19k, Wuhingaonr
d, Oregon. :

R 1 M -'mn.-_'?‘ u' M A .+ 0
(s) P‘iﬁ‘!‘iﬁ?e Mi Perty, .® "The c & hingt

ol W on®, Secretary of Stats, |
Stite of Washington, O , Tﬁ?;_ﬁhod). _Ses ssction on .
s ~—mmghs couzrby, CeELTTIIETII L ':j,.’:, o e ) -
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3 Urog and Livesiock Reporting Service PBulletin

what is now Douglas and Orant Coumties was created by the Territorial Legise

ST a8 U 2 L3S OOUNLY » 86 naaiey ' = tepnen Ag‘.D'ouglaB’ UQ S. Senator
and political leader of Jllinois,. Later, in 1909, Grant Counly was created
from the southern part of Dovglas County, .

[#) 1§ % % &

-~ Bavly pr ent-ploneer farmers recorded by historians include those who

" inbrodvaed wieat growing and cattle renching in the Big Bend Country, Notable
vwere 3Ilas A, Pearl in" 1885 and Charles and Clirt Ogle 'in 1687 who homesteaded
near Waterville. They introduced whest, potatoes and alse brovght in cattle
and hogs, dJames B, Leahy and brothers also developed a large sattle ranch on
the north part of Waterville Flateau, Along.the Columbia River bars small
fruit orcherds and Yivestock ranches were established at a later date by numer
ous plopeers not recordsd in published histeries o« The Bridgeport area was
settled by soms immdprants from Bridgeport, Connecticut, 'Land deveiopment come
panles at Wenatchee interested in ativacting settlers into fruit growing were
Iafluential in getting sebtlers staried in fruit growing ab East Wenatchee,
Urondo and Bridgeport, Iaud seitlements and -homesteading during 1880-1900 built
the population of Douglas County to nearly 5,000 oy 1%00, ~ = -

Wheat and grain growing wers well established in the plateau area sure
rounding Waterville and Mansfieid by 1900, A report in 1902 showed that 800,00¢
bushels of wheat and 206,000 busiels of oats and barley were raised for shipment
from Waterville, Using vew varieties of red winter wheat and summerfallow
mathods of dry farming together with better machinery suited for the Big Bend
Country, wheat ranches were able to increase preductiom in an area once cone
sidered too arid for grain growing, _ . - :

. Expanding commercial.grain production caused railroads to build branch
“lxes inio Douglas Countys WNorthern Pacifie in 1903 buill a branch line to
= 7 Coulee Uity on the Douglas-Grans County line which proviced trazoportation for
vineat to Spokane, Oreat Northern put in a branch line from Wenatchee to Mangse
Tisld in 1902 which resuised ‘in Mansfield becoming a grain shipment center,
. Stern wheeler steamer service was developed on the- Columbia River between
" Wenatchee and Bridgeport ond ferry service was eatablished acrcss the Columbia
at Wensuchee, Orondo and Brewster as the remote Douglas County ‘erea produced

b 0

* commercial quantitics of grain and fruif,

. . . The period 1900-1920 was the ene of .greatest growth in Douglas County
‘farming and population, The population nearly doubled in this period of rapid
land purehasinz and settlemont. By 1910 and continuing on to 1520, populatiom
had doubled, reaching abiub 9,L00, Most of the growth was.based on Zand devele
.. ORmrt and prosperous comméreial groiing of wheat and fruit for matidnal and
 world markets, T . ST

.. The Big Bend yesion and genbral eastern Washington prosperity in wheat
began 49 déeline in the late 192018, Douglas County agriculture sufferved &
rezession as a resvlt of low prizes and worid-wide surpluses of wheat which
destroyed foreign maskets, 1In 1919 Douglas County had produced a grain crop
vaived at $14,000,000, tut by 1945 the orop was valued at less than $2,000,000,
Wheat production went dows from 1,773,000 bushels in 1919 to 1,185,000 in 1929,
Touglas County wheat acreage in Lhis period dropped from 223,000 acres to
143,000 acres,
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. The posteWorld War I recession in wheat had a big impact on Douglas County,

a2n1g

= wneat G genoral farwing sbandorment: e’d the p_()]mlation h X+ drop fo by

*. ngarly 2,000 and by 1930 it wae: 7,561, 'Many farm families left the area for
cities or other farm areas, Many emiller farms were abardoned and sold, or A
consolidated with others to form larger wheat and cash-grain farms.

~-v In the mid-1930%s a new population growth period started with the Federal
. .government.!s hydroslectric and ircigation projects on the Columbia River, Con~
struetion work on Grand Coules; Chief Joseph and Rock Island Dams and the
_ Columbla Basin Irrigation Project-brought in new families. Many farm families

" went into partwtime farming work cdmbined with construction employhsnt, . . .

-~ v Construetion workers swelled the ‘population of Bridgeport, Rock Igland and
. ..Bast Wenatches, 'Madnly as -a result:of the construction and operatipn of hydro-
~eleéctric dams, Douglas: County: grew. steadily from 1940 to 1955 and reached its
prosert. size: of about. 22,600 pergons, R

"7l .1 Gooperative frpit marketing:has had a major influence on Douglas County
agriculture over the last 25 years. Commercizl orchards along the irrigated .
Loglands: bordering the ColunbiaRiver Wwere expanded, -Fruit-growers in the East

- Hohatichee,. Orondes; -Beghe and: Brideeport aress joined fruit marketing cooper-

—ablyes shipping out .of ifenatcheégiﬁ}iélaﬁl‘ Pateros and Brewsier in Chelan'and.

bt 4

aogan . Counties,. - Betwean 35k9:and >335k, Douglas County fruit growers ine .
sed thelr fruit marketinge-from:about $790,000 per year to about $1,319,000
gely through.cooperative mapketings: - - Co T
The agricultural development of Dotiglas County bas been encouraged and -
~8uided by several agencles and:private-enterprises, Tectnioal- guidance in the
improvement of grain and:fruit. growing was received from the State College of

IpyE 5

L Jashingkonbxperinent Statd ongewthn Jirep: Fruit Experdment Statien, Wenatchge,

_3ha Dry Lund Experiment-Stationiat 1ind ‘and the Irrigation Experiment Statien
at Prosser, Technlcal assistancesin plant:.industry and animal hugbandry alse

was received from County Extension.Service Agents of the State 'College Exbene
_Bion Service with field: offices at Waterville, B
~ Private agencies which have inflienced -an expansion or improvement 6f farm
commodity groups within the county include a number of local -and state associe
atlong, -Among these are the:Washington Wheat ‘Growers? Associstion; 'Washington
. Cottiemen's. Assoctation; Washington Grop:Improvement Associdtion, Washington
Mool Growers Associabion:and the Washirgton State Horticultural Associstion;

BT




