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PART II
Population
Where Washington's People Live

Because of the influences of topography, climate, accessibility and recent
industrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughe:t
the: state, Over two~thirds of the people live in the western portion, concua-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound. The Olympic Mountains
and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Casecade Mountains stand out as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette~Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bsllingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, It con-
tains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling
glaclal drift plains,

The mountaine, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic cone
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, DlNoumtainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Moumtains and the Selkirks have tut few people,
Dryland and upland areas which cannot be irrigated, such as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hills of Yakima County,
are thinly ssttled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the ire
rigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
Paseo and Quincy Basins, In the far sastern section--the Palouse Hillsw-bhe
uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricule
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,

Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish; Russian, British and Amerisan exe
peditions betwean 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Cwner-
ship of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain. A compromise, the
Joint Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the North-
west Company amd the Hudsonls Bay Company) established fur trading posts at
Spokane and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by
the Lewis and Clark Expedition {180L4~1805) and by the settlements at Fort Spokane
Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company. The British increased thelr
influence as they esteblished agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 182 and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, elthough permitted by treaty, was discouraged ty the Hudson's Bay Com~
pany which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly. .

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States., Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Unhinddred by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders.,
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The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which
gave the United States the presenﬁzaﬁm"of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it exists today., Oregon Territory {including all of the
present state of Washington)} was ¢reatedin 1848 by Congress, with its capitol  °
in Salem, Oregon. Setitlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 st the Monticello
Convention in present Longview, Washington, ‘and agked for A ‘géparate territorial
-government, Washington Territory was created March 2, 1651, with a capitol at -
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- The 19Lj0s2950 decads brought the greatest inorease in Washington history.
Primarily en overlend movement of lgborers to new defense industries, it re-

svlted in an inoresse of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the mew growth was in the industrial metropdlitan

satriels in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Qounties and at the
Foderal atamic’ works in Benton Counmty, - _ ' _

Urban and Rural Population

In 1870 the entire populationof Washington was living in rmral areage-in
villages and on farms. By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
10,8 percent, were living in urban areas. In 1950, according to the Census
definition of "urban" which includes residents of :‘towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban sress, And aver 52
percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle, Tacoma,
Spokane and their surrcunding suburban cities and towns. This trend follews
the national pattern, - ¢ ,

Table l.~ Population of Washington ‘ The rural population is predome
186041955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
. 602,026tpereons who live in the coune
— ' try, but do not operate farms, The
Year Fopulation ~ ruTrel ferm population decreased about
1860 11,59 . onew=fifth between 1940 and 1950, and
1870 23,955 © = numberad only 273,771, or 1ll.5 percent
1880 . . 75,116 of the state'’s total 1950 population
1890 : . 35?,232 of 2’378’963. As a result Of, *{hs
1900 i 518,103 _ farm-tomcity trend. in Washington; -
1910 1,141,990 about one persen in ten is living on
1920 1,356,621 a farm and about six persons out of
. 1930 1,563,396 . ten are living in a town or oity
-1940 1,736,191 - 181‘862’ than 23500. - .
1950 2,378,963 - ’ : :
1955 2,580,000 " . "According %o the 1955 estimates

: , o " .  of the Washington Census Board, the
Sturces: U.S. Cénsus, Popmlatdon; 4 n'3o.ging oitles of Washington

Yashington State Census - .- 'pojyed gg followss Seattle (555,000)
e s
gggg;tm)ﬂl 1, 1955 Spokane (182,000}, Tacoma 156,000) !
Tatee Yakina (43,000}, Vanccuver (h1,950’,

- Bellingham (35,700), Everett (34,100), Bremerton (32,200), Walla Walla (25,400)
‘and Longview (23,500), _ . ) .

Population of Douglas County

.. ‘Douglas County ranked thirty-first amclig_ Was!iinéio’n counties. with g popue
letion of 12,600 in 1955, With the exception of the 1930 and 1940 Censuses,
population has gained nearly three-fold sinece 1900, o

. Population trends are closely related to agriculture and to recent conw
struction work on Columbis River prejeets. From 1900 to 1940, dry land grain
farming and livestock raising supperted only a sparse population,. Drought and
low wheat prices sccompanied by mumerous failures in farming operations in the

¥
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i tiona, Douglas County population is entirely

viflages with over 2,500 inhabitants.” The Cene
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" based on @ gensral expansion of fruit growing, commereial and professional
= . ‘trq.de‘:‘a and ;eeiden‘bial.ﬁoqaing_ development in the Wenatchee district,

- Table, 3w Population bf_Incorpora't;ed 'Piaees
i L - Douglas County, 1919-1958

Gity or fom | WA0 | 1920|1930 (1500 1950 [ 1958 1/
‘Bridgeport . | 431} .337| 305 320 802 1,008
"' Bast Wenatohes.| - wt 2/ | 268 389 ’h30
HManadl a1 A2 /Y 3&9 Tt 376
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_Rock Island . | e - 1 -3/°1 130{ 2152 25
Vatervilig’ 950.11,198 |- B56 | 939 1,013, 982

.+ 1f- Populations for 1958 are-estimates of the Washington
- - State Census Board, April 1, 1958, :

SO 2/ Bast ‘Wenatehee was not incorporated prior to 1935,
L 3/ Rock Island was not incorporated prior to 1930 -
Vit . Sauroés: U.S, Census Population, -
_ Wasgin'gt'on g‘ba e Census Boaxrd,
~ Tabls 4= Forelgn~Borh White Popalation, Douglas County
= . . ' , : ¢ - .
Counbry of Birth 1890 | 1920 | 1950
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Sypical of.many-counties in:the ﬁestern United States Douglas County
?amlands and towna were settled bysg mixwturs of immigranﬁs from many other
states and i.‘greizn jards,. In 1920. about orie~tenth of the farm and town sette
lers were Cermans-and Seandinavians who~cane ‘in migrations between 1880 and
1920, Main immigrant groups in 1920 were Germang (202), Canadians (140) and
Danish (115), Following 192l Lewer foreign simmigrants came.tc take up homes
in Douglss: Couhty s By 1950, foraign-born farilies made up only. 3.5 percént of
the populatiori; " “Many “of the' caeﬁxérain wheat 'farms in Douglas Couxrby wersa pio=-
neered by-Eurpoean- :rmigrants ﬁﬁ‘é'a;oﬁg ,free homesteada.or. low-priced farming
land after arriving ‘earlier in eastam ‘rld midwestern Unitgd States. L

Agricu]:‘ture is by far tHe' fléﬁd}ng :fiéld of emplo;yment in Douglas £
About LO percént of all wage sarmes and §6lf-smployed persons. worked P
eulture in 1950, The' second maidr-t -.V%xpﬁ ‘of  employment was-in constmc»
followed "By work in retsil and: fﬂaﬁiﬁ&a},& stores. Mlnor accupations werbs
facturing, transportation, government andaining, : Mich of*the agriculti¥d,.
employment is seasonal, .Llarge.pumbersof: migratory laborers:ceme to the 3 t.

growing dlstr:iéts in late, summ' and £ald to harvast apples and soft frui

Total employed workers
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