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PART VII
FARM MARKETING AND EXPENDITURES

Location For Marketing

Marketing of Ferry Counbty farm products is affected by its distance from
major cities and by a relatively small local market, Remoteness of the county
adds enough to transport time and cost to hinder much of the aveals competitive
capabilities in the Spokane as well as the Puget Sound markets. Most Ferry County
farms sre 3 to L4 hours travel time from Spokara-~the nearest metropolitan area,
Remoteness; on the other hand; favors some agricultural trade within the county
boundary but the local market is smell, Much trade of farm goods is carried on
with points in neighboring counties,

One U, S. highway and several state roads connect polnts within Ferry County.
U, S, Highway 395 follows the Kettle River from its mouth on Roossvelt Lake to the
Canadian border at laurier in northeastern Ferry County. State Highway 21 para-
1lels the Sanpoil River from where it empties into Roosevelt lLake in the southern
part of the county northward to Republic. It continues from a point on State
Highway 30 about 3 miles east of Republlc nortiward along Sanpoil River, Curlew
Lake, Curlew Creek and Kettle River to the Canadian border at Danville, State

- Highwdy 30 crosses the Kettle River Range through Sherman Pass (elevation 5,575

feet) connecting Republic and points west with the eastern part of the county .
County and other roads provide access into the Kettle River Hange and to settle~
ments in the northwestern corner of the counuy.

Northern Ferry County is served by a branch lins of the Great Northern Raile
way., The line runs from Republic northward to parallel the Kettle River into
Canada and back again into northeastern Ferry County. It then extends across into
Stevens County near the mouth of the Kettle River at Roosevelt Lake and eventually
reaches ‘Spokane,

Income: Value of Products Sold

Census of Agriculture data on the value of farm products gsold show that the
trend of gross farm income in Ferry County has been upward in recent years, Férry
County farms marketed $1,327,4L1 worth of agricultural products in 1959 compared
with $1,186,402 in 195k and $1,066,056 in 1949, Ferry County ranked thirty-fourth
among Washington counties in value of all farm products sold in 1959,

Table 26, Crops Marketed From Ferry County Farms, 1959

Anmount Regeived Percent
Crops Marketed By Farmers (Dollars) | A1l Crops Sold
- Fruits $ 10,027 2.5
Field Crops other than

vegetables and fruits 136,556 34,5

- Vegetables 13 -
Forest Products 2h9,788 63.0

Total amount received by farmers -

for cash crops $396,348 100,0

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture,
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Table 27. Livestoek and Livestock Products Marketed
Ferry County; 1959

Amourtt Received | Percent
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- Class of Livestock By Feraers of the
. and Products Sold . ,‘(gollars) .- | Total Value
Livestook Sold Alive (oattle |
© aud calves, horées and- B IR
' umnles, hogs, ‘shesp) = - $896,270 - - 9643
" 'Dairy Products (whole milk, S AR
© ‘butterfat) - - 15,997 ’ SR VY

* -Poultry and Poultry Products

(ohickens, eggs, turkeys, SO R
_ _ ducks, etc.% 12,856 . 1.l
« v+ " Obher Livestock Products " - "115292h‘ f b

Total amount reeeived for -
~ Livestock and Livestock R b
Products . 1 %93;,057 100 O

Sourqe-4 U. S, Census of Agriculture, 1959.

-Forest -
Products

PDIll'bI‘Y 100% ]

Fruits and
Nots. .8%’

‘1 Idveafock: S
.,16709%

S —" Valus of Farm
Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959, Products Sold = #1,327 hhl

“iéﬁre 11, Sources of Gaah Income, Ferry Gounty, 1959

Total farm sales value of livestock and livestock products for 1959 in Ferry
County amounted to $931,057 or 23,8 percent above the $751,719 regorted in thé-
1954 Census., The 1959 total représents 70 percent of the value of all farm
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products sold in the county during that year which was above the corresponding
figures af A2 navrasnt fiwa vaare aarlisr 4n 198) . :
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A1l erops (i.e,, fruits, field crops, vegetables and forest products) sold
off Ferry Ccunty farms in 1959 were valued at $396,36L, This total was 30.L per~

nant ahave ¢+ nnrragnanddne figure for 195h and renresented 30 percent of the
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total value of all agricultural products sold in the county in 1959,

Sales of farm products and farm incomes vary considerably by type and size
of farm, In 1959, about 5k percent of the farms in Ferry County were considered
commercial operations by the Census of Agricuiture. The remainder was composed of
noncommercial units of part-time and part-retirement operations, In 1959, the
largest percentage (28,7 percent) of Ferry County farms were Class VII, defined as
noncommercial, part-time operations, The second largest group consisted of part-
retiremsnt Class VIII units which represented about 17.2 percent of the total
number of county farms, Among the commercial farms, Class IV and V were the
largest in numbers in 1959, Class IV farms are defined as those with annual agri-
cultural sales per unit ranging between £5,000 to 33939993 while the limits for
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Class V operations are $2,500 and $4,999.

Table 28, Farms by Economic Class
Ferry County, 1959

Percent of
Total
Economic Class Value of Faym | Humber of | pgtimated
Produsts Seld Farms 1/ Farms in
the County
Class I $1,0,000 and over 3 1.2
Class II $20,000 to $39,999 7 2,9
Class III $10,000 to $19,999 19 7.8
Clags IV $ 53000 to $ 99999 38 1546
Class V $ 2,500 to § L;999 37 15,1
Class VI 2/ $ 50 to $ 2,L99 28 11,5
Total Commercial Farms _ 132 Shel
Class VII (Part-time) {$ 50 to $ 2,L99 70 28,7
Class VIII (Part- X
retirement) $ 50 to % 2,499 L2 17.2
Total None
commercial Farms o 112 15,9

1/ The totals for farms by economic class are estimates for all

farms made on the basis of data reported only for the sample farms,
2/ Farms with a value of sales of $50 to $2,L99 were classified as

"~ commercial if the farm operator was under 65 years and age and (1)

he did not work off the farm 100 or more days during the year and
(2) the income received by the operator and members of his family
from nonfarm sources was less than the value of all farm products

gold,

Source:

U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1859,
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Marketlng Livestock: Catile, Hogs, Sbeep and Horses-

Sals of livestock is the major farm marketing activity in Ferry County,
Iivestock eales off Ferry Connty farme amounted: to $896,270 in 1959 or 31 pereent

above the. 1954 figure’of $684,032, - The 1959 figure repressnted 67,5 percent.of
the total valus of all farm products aold in ‘ohe county duing the year,

Cattle and calves are the major animals sold within the livestcek ma“keting
activities of Ferry Coumty, Ir 1959, a total of 163 farms reported-selling 6,329
head of cattle and calves worth $831,601 or about 93 percent-of the countyls. total

livestock aales during the year. Calves made up about 63 percent of the, number .

eold. fj.

- About 7 percent -of the farm income derived from the sale cf livestock in 1959"
came from the narkebing of hogs, sheep and:-horses.. In 1959, 65 Ferry County farms ..
gold alive 1,002 hogs and pigs valued.at .$35,0L6, In the same year, 426,000 worth-

of - sheep and lambs numbering 2,000 were-sold-off 17 farms,. - Alsoy 21 farms real-
ized a:botal itcome: of $3,623 from the sale of 33 horses and mules. :

Market ouulets for Ferry County!s 1iVe animals are good, Most Ferny Gounty
1ivestock is hauled to other counties for auction anud sale,: The'county?s finished
and feeder aninals are sold at state-licensed-livestock sales yards located at
Colville, Tonasket, Omak, Okanogan and Davennort. Ferry County is an important
gource of feedor cattle which are bought and shipped to feeding yards in the -
Columbia Basin, Yikime Valley and the Spokans area, Finished cattle and hogs are
purchssed by buyers representing meat pecking companies in Spokane, Wénatchee,
Yakima and the Puget Sound region. :

Marketing Farm Forest Products

A signifioant amount of the farm 1ncome~in Ferry County comes from the sale
of forest products. In 1959, farms.numbering 50 made sales of forest products
amounting to $219,788, Five years egtlier.in 195k, the corresponding figire was
$230,78L, The 1959 figure represented abent: 19 percent of the value of all farm
products sold in:ithe county, About L7 percent of the 1959 sales figure.represented
the marketing of standing timber by 39 farms,  The remaining percentage involved
- the sale of firewood, fence posts and sawlogs off 22 farms. Farmers find market
outlets at mills located in the Republic .and Curlew areas, AR

Marketing of F:eld Crops .

In 1959, Ferry County farmers sold field crops amounting to $136,556 or
nearly 50 percent below the 195} figure of $271,085, Figld crop sales accourted
for 1043 percent of the total value of all Larm producta gold in the’ cdun&y.

More aoreege is devoted to hay. than any other crop grown in Ferry County.
Most of the hay is.consumed locally on the farm where grown. In 1957, alfalfa and
clover-timothy agoounted for about 96 percent of the total amount of hay sold off
the farm in the county, Only 7 percent. of the alfalfa harvested during the year
was sold off the farms, Alco in the same year, 8, L} percent of ‘the cLaVer-timothy
cut was marketed by the farmers.

Ferry Courtty's wheat 18 marketed for graiﬂ'énd is ‘also cub for hay, Nearly
90 percent of the wheat harvested for grain was sold off the farms in 1959, 1In
the same year, 9,381 bushels of ocats, 7,856 bushels of barley and 946 bushels of
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rye were sold as grain off Ferry County farms, Grain also was cut for hay and
used lecally, Market outlets for the ccunty's grain are provided by mills and
elevators located throughout northeastern Washington,

Marketing Dairy Products

Dairying plays a minor role in the total farm marketing activities of Ferry
County. Sales of deiry products off Ferry County farms amounted to $15,997 in
1959 or 65,6 percent below the 195L figure of $L6,510, The 1959 figure repre-
sented 1.2 percent of the total value of all farm products sold in the county
during the year,

Dairy products sold in 1959 included 288,328 pounds of whole milk from 5
farms and 10,051 pounds of butterfat in cream off 26 farms, Farm dalry products

are marketed largely in Republic., Ferry County is too distant from Spokane to be
part of the Inland Empire milk marketing area,

Marketing Poultry and Eggs

Perry County!s poultry industry is smalles The county s farmers marketed
$12,856 worth of poultry products in 1959, nearly 30 percent below the corres-
ponding figure of $18,309 in 1954, Sales of poultry products in 1959 represented
1.3 percent of the tobal value for all livestock and their products sold and ons

percent of the value of all farm products sold in the countye

Eighty-two Ferry County farms reported sales of poultry and pouliry in 1959
compared with 128 in 1954, In 1959, about 33,217 dozen e2gs wura sold or nearly
7 percent above the 31,095 dozen reported for 195L, Faris which sold chicken
eggs numbered 638 in 1959, R

Chickens sold off the farms in 1559 totated 2,109, The farm sales of turkeys,
ducks, gsese, other miscellaneous pouliry ava their eggs amounted to a total value
of only $402 in 1959, Farmers seil most of ithe poultry and eggs to local retail-
ers and handlers,

Marketing of Other Crops

Among the very minor crops grown in the county in 1959 were fruits, bexries,
vegetabies, field corn, potatoes and field seed of which some were marketeds In
1959, the farm marketing of fruit was most important among the minor crops.

Eight farms reported a total of L3 acres of fruit orchards and vineyards in that
year, Fruit sold off Ferry County farms amounted to a total value of $10,027
in 1959,

Bpecified Farm Expenditures

Specified farm expenditures estimated on a basis of reports from sample farms
in Ferry Counby by the Census of Agriculture amounted to $434,000 in 1959 which
represented 32,7 percent ¢f the value of all farm products sold during the year.
The largest crpenditure for the year was for the purchase of livestock and poultry
by 108 Ferry County farms which amounted to $181,858, Expenss for gasoline,
petroleum fuel and oil related only to costs of producing and hauling farm prod-
uete was the second major item amounting to $87,941 on 224 farms. Feed for live=
stock and poultry cost 189 farms a total of $80,868 in 1959, The expense figure

also included the cost of grinding and mixing of fesd.
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Outlay for hired labor totaled $6L;163 on 93 Ferry County farms during the
year, Also, machins hire cost 34 counly farmers an estimated $9,596. Machine

hire expsnditures relate to custom machine work, such as tractor hire, threshing,
grain or seed combining, silo filling, baling, plowing, spraying and dustlng,

The amount spant for labor included in machine hire was considered part of the
total exmenditure, The sixth major cost which amounted to &9, 'q'lh renresents 111_!
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total amount aperﬂ‘. during ‘the year. for seeda and planus which were used o 86
ferme, - o . ,

Tahla 20,
- CAN e

Type of . - "'.'j ﬁutrber of Fams Expenaittireu of
N . Exponditire L Repor A1l Farms .
Feed for livestock and poultry -[--¢ 189:' I $ 80,868
Purchase of livestock and poultry 10'8 1819552
uacm.ne hire 3 94596
ived labor 93 64,183
Gasolins, pétroleum fuel and ofl-| " 224 -~ |- 8’(-,9341 ' L
Seeds, bulbs, plants and treea - 86 T 55Tk Co
" Total "expended . o n 434,000 .

W

Sourder U, S. Census o Agriculture,
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About. 11.7 percent of ‘the farms 1n Ferry Gounty used comercial fertilizer
in 1959, Around 9L tons of dry fertilizer were used by 33 farms during the year,

" More fertilizer was.used on hay.and cropland pasture than any other crop in

tha county during the 1959 season, Hay and cropland pastire accounted for nearly-

65 percent of all fertilizer used and for 69,4 percent of the total 1,33k acres
fertilized in the county in 1959, Small acreages of wheat and barley were also

fertilized in that year,

_ Table 30, Use of Commercial Fertilizer on Crops and Pastu:e
S : Ferry Countv..1959 : _

) , _ L Acres Fertilized 'I‘ons Uaed
Crops-and Pasture ~Re50rtigg"‘ ‘ Tdnal a 'Pﬁfce‘nt of | ool | of Total
Fertilized 8e o creage -
Fertilizer | A°¥e8) | Fertilizeq | (Tons) A’G::gt
Total Commercial
‘Fortilized Used ~ - | 33 1,33h ~100- ] 9% | 100 :
Hay “‘and Cropland Pasture Teor ol 928t - 6950 61 | 6h9
Wheat® - o 10 286 | i2Xek 2 |- e5ss
Barley - ' T C3 8- |- 6.3 | "5 5.3
A1 Other Crops IR 1 ° 39 249 | be3

' Sﬁurce: v, S. Gensus of Agr:.cultura.



