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PART IV

The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size

Small farms are characteristic of agriculture in Island County, Over half
of 28ll farms in the county are less than 50 acres in size, This region ranks

28th in the state in mumbers of farms, having a total of 657 according to the
195% Censua, :

Farm numbers have dropped by 153 since 1950, and 387 since 1940, Average
ize since 1940 has gained by nearly 18 acres, Scme smell farms have been cone
sclidated with larger fayms through purchase or lease. When the U, S, Navy
acquired over 6,000 acres for a naval air station in the early 1940%s a large
nuiber of farms were purchased, Residential development near the station took
more land units out of agriculture, By 195k theve were fewer farms than in any
censve sinee, 1910 and while the average farm size was up te 70 acres, it was
~ovsidevably below the state average of 270 acres. Al land in farms is 8,500
*cres less thap in 1940 because of the recent military use and the residential
uce of former sgricultural lanpd, - ‘

The present pattern of small farms has resulted from the subdivision and
sale of larger Donation Land Act holdings of 640 and 320 acres which were common
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Figure 84~ Muber and Size of Island County Farms, 195L,
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Tand apec.ulators, realty companles and lumber companies also
sold many 20, kO and 80 atre tracts between 1900 snd 1930,
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Farms by Tenure of Operator, Island County
(B&sed on U.Sp Geﬂ.suﬁ, 1954)
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Figure 9 = Farms by Tenure of Operator, Island County, 195k,

Table 11 . Farm Tenaney, Mumber and Percent of Farms
By Temure of Cperstor, Island County

19251951
Nanbor “Full Bimors | Part Owners Nanagers T enants
Year|Farms in nunber| percent | number | percent | mumber | percent| mmber percent
County of of all! of of gll| of of ally of of all
farms| farms | farms| farms | farme| farms | farms farme
1925 950 819 | 86,2 58 6,1 2 2 7L 75
1930 877 725 | 82,7 67 766 3 3 82 93
1935| 1,063 8L7 | 79.7 89 8ok 3 3 12k | 1.7
1940} 1,0LL 825 | 79,0 | 87 8.3 3 o3 129 | 12,4
k5| 681 552 | 61,1 | 101 | 14.8 2 o3 26 | 3,8
1950 810 672 | 83,0 9 | 1.7 | & 5 39| ko8
954t 657 532 | 81,0 92 | 13.8 2 3 321 kLo

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture

Farm Tenure
CURENas RO

A large majority (81 out of each 100 farmers) own and operate their farms,e
Only 32 farms ocut of 657 were operated by tenants in 195k, Part-cwned farms
are more common than rented or leased farms, The part«cwnership esystem has
increased in recent years. This pattern is caused by olderly persons and parte
time workers living on farms and mainvaining ownership of farm residences while
letting other farmers operate part of the land for a share of the crops used
or solde Farms operated by managers sre rare and there were only 2 farms under
this system in 195,

Types of Farms

Farm types in Island County are falrly well diversified and over half are
miscellaneous unclassified farms with varied systems of agriculture, Poultry
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£arms are the most common apecial:lﬁged farms, numbering 120, About ons-fifth
~of all farms specidlize 7n chiclens.oo turkoye,” Talry fams ars second with
75 and livestook farms kedping be'ébea%ie or sheep are third, A majority of

farms are of the general and miscellsneous type kept by part-time farmers.
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Figure X Utilization of Farmland in Island County, 195,
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Fapnland Utilization

Creps were harvested from only ebout ons-fourth of the land in farms in
195L, The major use of land by farmers is woodland and woodland pasture,
Cver Lk percent of all farmland is wooded, A third major use is permament and
- cultivated pastures, Large acreages in woodland is typical of the roughsr
poorer soils of western Washington. On this submarginal land Douglas fir forsst
vegetation tends to restock itself, Because of costs in laber and machinery to
clear cut-over land, most farmers leave the poorer upland soils in woodland or
? woodland pastures, Pastured stumpland is common, Many farmers have started
| to practice forestry, leaving donse regrowth stands undisturbed to furnish
‘ tinber for farm use or future cammercial cutting,

}—fanrg_@a‘tdm and Operation

Part~time farming is 2 major characteristic of the area, Many persons
reside on the land and divide their employment between farm work and wage
earning in other industries. Nearby work at the Naval Air Station and in ine
dustrial areas at Everett, Anacortes and Mount Vernon afford farmers opportune
ities for wage earning to supplement their farming incomes. In 195k, 6l
percent of the farmers were working off their farms part-time. Over half of

isiand Lounty farmers were employed more than 100 days per year in other none
farm occupations, Island County part-time farming exceeds the state average
of L6 percent but is about average for western Washington,

Because of dry summer climate and a tendency for coarse glacial soils to
> hold moisture poorly, more and more use is bsing made of irrigation facilities,
Whidbey Island dairy farmers and vegetable and berry growers have increased
their use of private irrigation systems to improve the yield of pastures and
croplands, Since 1950 irrigation facillties and the acreage of land watered
have more than doubled, The new facilities are indivicdually owned sprinkler
systems using ground water ponds., By 195L there were 11 farms with irrigation
systems and 230 acres of cropland and pasture were receiving water compared
with only 59 acres im 1950, . :

' - Irrigation Facilifies

Table 13,~- Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreage
Island County, 1950 and 1954

Ttem 1950 1954
Number of irrigated f&rmsoocooo---¢00|-nn h 1l
Land irrigated E/ Peesev v esatNeno s 59 acres 230 acres

Irrigated land in farme according to use:
- Farms irrigating cropSesscsssecesess 10
Farms irrigating Pasturescecececcees 6

Acres of crops irrigatedescececcssse | 31 acres | 125 acres

Acres of irrigated pastureé..escee.. | 28 acres | 105 acres
1/ Includes a1l land irrigated with sprinklers, |
Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture
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Farm Facillties ' RO
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