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PART VI

Livestock, Dairying and Poultry

General Imporbance

Dairying and poultry farming are the most impertant activities in Jeffer~
son County agriculture, In the 195 Census there were 75 farms speeializing
in dairying of which nearly 60 sold milk as a major or sideline pruduct, There
were .5 farus spezializing in poultry and nearly 75 more prodused weuitry and
egge on a pari-tlme basis, The entire livestock farming industry accounted
for about $708,260 in sales according to 1ysh Consus data.

The vaine of llvestack approximated $£65,125 when last enumerated by the
Census of 1950, Cattle are the most valualle domsstic animais raised, valued
at about $L66,075, Chickens are second, valued at $21,655, on all the puultry-
ralsing farms, : ' .

Livestaek Trends

livestock raising has changed considerably eince 1920 with the over-all

value of herds and flocks having increased, The number of hgad'of beel cattle
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has tended to inerease since 1939 whereas the number of dairy cattle has
fluctuated since 1939, resuliing in fewer but more productive milk cows in
Jefferson County in 1956 than there were in ths period 1939 to 1946, There
have been distinct dowrmard {rends in the number of horses, mules and hogs con-
pared with 1920, On the other hand, small-secale livestock farmers have been
ralsing nore sheep sinee 1940, Poultry raising has been decreasing im numbsr
of farms and in number of larger chickens since World War II, The changes in
livestoclk farwing have gone up and down with thanges in employment conditions
off the farmms and in sales opportunities which changs as new areas of tompe~
tition anter the marketing area.. ’

Cattle: Dairy and Beef Farming

Dairy and beef eattle combined totaled a new high of 6,000 head in 1956,
They are kept on 330 farms {over 90 percent of the farms) in Jefferson County,

. Several conditions heve csused a change-over frem dairy to beef livestock
raising since 1939, During World War II and after 1950 off-farm employment
was good, leading many small~scale part-time farmers to abandon dairying and
take up beef raising which requires fewer hours of labor. New state regu-
lations and sanitation laws for the manner in which grade 4 or fluid milk for
‘household consumption is handled on-farms caused many small producers to
abanden dairying because the costs in equipment could not be borna, Feeding
and labor costs also caused some to give up dalry farming.

Table 19,» Cattle on Farms
Jefferson County, 1939-1956

K11 Cattlie | Beef Cattie] Dairy Cattie

Tear (head) (head) (head)
19391 4,500 1,100 3,400
90| L,600 1,200 3,h00
941} hLy900 800 Y5100
92 5,000 700 L, 300
k3! 5,000 700 k5200
ohl | 5,000 Loo 11,600
whs | L,500 500 Uy 0O
1946 ky900 . 500 b, 1,00
19471 3,900 600 3;300
548§ 4,000 1,200 . 2,800
whe!  Ly100 1,300 2,800
1950 : l&,ltOO 1 Il 400 3 ,000
19511 4,000 1,000 3,000
19521 h,900 2,100 2,800
1953 5,000 2,100 25900
19541 5,500 2,600 2,900
19551 5,900 2,700 3,200
1956 | 6,000 2,700 3,300

Source: U.5,D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates Divn.
State of Washington
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Jeffersen County farmers, through their cooperative marketing association
and other outlets, sell over 9,8'million pounds ¢ whole milk and 50,000
pounds of cream anmually. Commercial milk production has inereased since 19LO.
-This greater production is cauaed by several factors: the inerease in dairy
cows since 1948, higher productien per cow, and better farm practices and
management, The Cenaus of 1954 did not record commercial farm butter sales,
but it found that 58 farm households were churning some butier for their own
use,

Hogs

Hogs axre a minor type of livestock raised in Jefferson County. From a
peak in 1939 of 535 head, they have been decreasing until in 195 about 260
head were raised on 58 farms or an average of little over four head psr farm,
Most of the farms keep one or two feeder hogs for slaughter and farm household
use, This practice, common before 1540, is less in recent years as more farm
places buy meat from stores. This trend has caused a reduction in feeder hogs
kept on farms,

Horses and Mules

Horses and mules for farm work, logging and transportation have decreased
in the last 30 years, being replaced by tractors, trucks and other machines.
Thers were about 435 horses in Jefferson County in 1920, By 195k there were

only 165 head enumerated by the Census, Only a few of these farme were using
horses for farm work, Most of the horses are for pleasure such as riding and
also as pack animals for hunting and fishing trips in the Olympic Mourtains,

Shseg

In oontrast to many areas in Washington, sheep raising has increased in
the Olymplo Peninsula in recent years, From a low of 305 head in 19hL, sheep
more than doubled by 195k to 620 head. There were 25 farms keeping sheep and
lambs in 1954 compared with only 9-13 between 1945 and 1950, More lambs were
belng sold and more wool was being shorn. Sheep have bsen adopted as a sidew
line on general farms and on specialized farms as well to produce a lamb crop.
Sheep are well adapted to utilize weodland pastures, fern patches and sleping
brush land common in the area,

Table 20,- Hogs, Sheep, Horses and Miles
Jeffarson County, 1939-1954

vonw | HOgs | Sheep | Horses and Mules
“5H 1 (nead) | (head) - (head)
1939 | 535 L20 370

1okl | 430 305 260

19k i 125 375 330

195h | 260 | 620 165

Source: U, S. Census, Agriculture
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_+  Poultry Farming: -Chickens; Egea, Turkeys SR . .

et ) Jefferson is the twenty~-sixth ranking poultx;y county in Washington, In
~ dollar value of products sold from farms, pouliry raising is the second major
type of ferming, = Sales of eggs, fryers, ofher meat chickens, turkeys, and

- other poultry returned an estimated $123,530 to Jefferson farmers in 1950,

»

Table 21,~ Chickens, Egg Production and Turkeys Ralsed

Jefferson County, 1939~1354 <
’ | Chiciens | Ege Produetion | Turkeys Roised o
. Tear (biwce) | a3‘%‘(1(}-:’.&213) {birds) o
o 1939 | 23,223 289,098 . |.  1L,605
— 19hh | 2k,576 2254799 1 - 21,300

;o LT A99 ] 17,331 | 118,782 Y | 9,859 .
’ 154 | 22,028 183,061 1/ 2,721 o

1/ Bggs sold by farmers; does not include eggs
consumed on farms,

s . ree . - - Bource: Uy S, Census, Agriculture -

' Total Value of Poultry and Poultry Products Sold .. -
. - in 1954 - $123,5%0 . . ... - .. -

*'Other Chiokens

$11,130
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Figure 12,» Divisions of Jefferson Céuntj‘Pdﬁitry Industry
By Products Sold in 1954
(Based on U,S. Census, Agriculture)
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Commereial egg production is the leading part of the poultry industry,
About 183,100 dozen were produced in 195l and returned $68,800 to a total of
70 poudtry farms, The number of chickens kept on hand for egg production has
been decreasing since the peak period during World War II, While egg pro=
duction has declined, the raising of fryer ohickens has inoreased, Five farme
were specializing in broilers (fryer chickens) in 195k, selling about 31,350
birds worth a total of $30,600, Fryer chickens were in second position in the
poultry products industry, : '

Turkeys raised for market in the 1950's are fewer than in the 13hO!s,
About 3,000 turkeys ars raised per year on six commercial farms with some
farms keeping small flocks, Two farms specialize in breeding and hatchery
production of turkeys, During World War II years commercial turkey raising
was highly developed on Marrowstone Island where in some years over 20,000
birds were raised, .

CGoats, Rabbits and Fur Animals

Jefferson County is not an important area in specialized animal indus-
tries, About 150 head of goats were kept on 14 farms in 195L4. Nearly all the
goats are of the dairy type and their products are used mainly on the farms or
merketed in local neighborhoode, Most of these goats also are kept %o keep
down brush, grass and weeds surrounding orchards and farmsteads, Rabbits are
grown on same farms, generally for home use. There were two fur farming
operations enumerated in the 1950 Census, Farms which sell small animals and
their products numbered eight and their total gross sales amounted to about
$1,050 per year when last enumerated in 1949,

Beeg and Honey

The last agriculiural Census of bee~keeping in Washington in 1950 sheowed
that about 30 hives were being kept on the 15 farms reported having bees,
This indicates that beew~keeping is for farm~household use mainly and for soms
neighborhood sales, Famms keeplng bees averaged about two hives per farm,
Bae-keeping is not as common as it was in the earlier years of settlement,



