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PART IV
The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: MNumber and Size

Most of the agriculture in King County is on medium and small farms,
There are more farms of the 1 to 29 acre sizes than in any other Washington -
| county, according to the 1954 Census of Agriculture, There are 5,181 proper=
- " ties classified as farms, placing King second to Yakima in number of farms, |
|
|

The number of farms has dropped in recent years. However, the average
* size has not changed greatly since 1525, The number of farms and land in farms
has varied from Census period to Census period, largely because of changes in
Census methods, King County farms are much smaller than the Washington State
average of 270 acres, Although King ranked second in number of farms, the

average size of the farms was second smallest among the thirty-nine counties,

The large number and small size of the farm proverties results from land
purchase methods, high land values, suburban living and intensive types of
farming, During earlier settlement considerable logged-over land was sold in
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Figure 7.~ Number and Size of King County Farms, 195h.
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10, 20 and 40 acre plots to part-time fammers, Many of the original 160 acre
homesteads were subdivided into smaller farms as population grew and land
prices increased, Nuch suburban land for poultry, berry, vegetable, flowers
and other intensive farming has been purchased for ¢peration on a pert-time
basis, In the higher inland parts of the county, part-time farming combined
with forest industry work has made small-farm ownership and residence quite
common, Intensive farming in the CGreen, Sarmemish, and Snoqualmie Valleye
where land values are high also results in many small farms, - Heavy costs of
‘clearing stump and forest land have tended to discourage development. of large
holdings, * These and other sconomic factors have created a present pattern in
which 75 percent of the farms are less than 30 acres, Farms under 10 acres are
the largest, group, mwbering 2,109, In the 195], Census there were only 36 farms
of 260 acres or largers o R

Table 9.« King County Farms: Number, Total Lapd in
Farme and Average Sizme of Farms 1910-195k.
(Source: U,S, Censuses, Agriculture)..

. verage size

" Census | Total Fgrms 232§}igég2§§s of farms in

Year | in the County the county

’ ' (acres) (acres) o
1910 3,287 148,17 L4541
1920 3,801 © 151,562 3949
1925 5,125 140,332 2749
1930 L3656 137,813 29,6
1940 5,760 | 152,710 26,5, -

19L5 6,495 165,635 2545
. 1950 54196 153,301 27,9
T ocdeshy o 581 - 145,111 28,0

In 195Y the 5,181 farms of King County comtained 145,111 acres or only
10,6 percent of the total land area within the county, Farm acreage grew from
148,417 acres in 1910 to a peak of 165,635 acres in 19453 since then the-area
in farms and number of farms have been decreasing, This indicates some. aban-
dorment of farming for other employment, and the increasing use of some lend
for residences and industrial purposes, In recent years conslderabls farmland
in the Duwamish, Green and Sammamish Valleys has been taken out of agriculture,
Nearly 20,000 acres have been changed to nonsagricultural uses., This is a
recent general trend in the Puget Sound area of King, Plerce, Snohomish and
Kitsap Counties where population and industry have been growing.

Farm Valueg

Famms, land and farm building values have increased greatly since 19L0,
Values increased rapidly betweeh 1900 and 1930, then lowered dwring the 193018,
From $30,65l;050 in 1940, farm property went up over-three times %o $96{h33,953
in 195L, An average farm in 1940 was worth about $5,000 compared with $18,000
in 1954, The rise in farm and land values has been caused by several factors,
One 1s the general rise of prices of real estate and standing timber throughout
the western United States, Value has been added by the large amount of labor
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and capital for clearing, drainage and general, improvements im the last thirty
years, Another important facter has been increased demand for rural home and

mm e ek L

small~farm acreage related to population growth,

~ Table 10,«Value of Farm Land and Buildings
King County, 1920-;95#

[ Total Value | County Average Values
Year | din County Per Parm | Per Acre
: dollars dollars dollars

1920 | $1i8;605,158 | 410,291 | $258,09
1930 | LOyh10j292 | 8,679 | 293.23
1940 | 30,654,050 | 5,322 -} 200,65
10201 91 no6. 284 i9° 036 156,29

) lal g L Bl At it bl XA =

- 195k | 96,433.953 8,613 720,00

-

¢

N

Source: U,S, Census; Agriculture,

Farm Tenure

v 0 Many farms have re~
mained in ownership of the pioneer families who established them, About 7
percent of farms were operated by part cwmers in 195k, showing an increase

during the last 30 years, This pattern is ceused mainly by many elderly persons
and part-time workers maintaining ownership of their farms while letting other
farmers operate part for a share of the crops sold or used, The farmers who

rent from the elderly and.the parte~time farmers are classed as partecuners, Cnly
about 7 percent of the farms were entirely operated by tenants on leases,

_____ I Tilu EN~78

Farrs by Tenure of Cperator, King County
(Based on USe Census, 1954)
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Table 11l,~ Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farms ‘
By Tenure of Operator, king County - Cor
1920-19Sh S :

S ——
o

. Ta1l Owners | FPart Owners | uienagers | Tenants

Ngmber number | percent | number | percent | munber | percent number | percent
Lear . rarms of of all] of of alll of of all{ of of all
in Coun¥y | porms!| fayms | farms| farms | forms| farms | farms; farms

! . - . .
1920f 5,125 | L,172} 8l.k 121 | 2.5 | 53 | 1.0 -] 779 | 1542
1930; 1,656 | 3,659| 78,6 | 203 | L3 | 132 | 2.8 | 662 ) 1h.2
1935] 5,761 | L,L35{ T6.7 231 | U4y0 |. 62 | L1 )1,053 1 18,2
19h0o! 5,760 | Ly370) 75.9 269 | L7 | "33 6 11,088 | 18,9

1945 | 6,495 | 53L77| 8L.3 360 1 5.5 | L6 | 7 "612 | “9.L
1950 5,290 Lh,632| 87.6 boz | 7.6 | b Wb} L3883
195! 3,019 | h,300| 85,7 | 354{ 7.0 . 2b 2 | 365 | 7.3

‘Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture,

Types gg Farms

re classified as miscellaneous, but with mmerous dairy,
rww farma, qum types classified by the Census show

.MA 11
yuu&ury, vegetable an

a L aal a¥1dl +1% table farmll‘lQ. Dalr'y’

farma (680) and poul ry (k 55) are the. leading tynes of specialty farms, King
County is fourth in the state in‘dairy farms but is first in the number of .
: ” poultmr r‘gls;;.ng nnera‘}'ﬁ ong, It is’ saecond to Yakima Ooun‘b'v' in the number of

- farms raising commercial vegetables, -

Table 12,- Types of Farms, King Gounty, l95h

¥ Warmber of
i
Total farms in couﬁty.&.’.‘.’...',.'_....."..3..--.' ‘ 5’178
Fieid—crop FarmMG.ssesessersasssssrasssnasnne 5

Cash-graiNesesrsssesssnessecsessssssesnse o -
Other f‘ield—-crop.;.-...u....u..u...u 5
Vegetable faTms-oo;009a¥ouaooocolouoo.oooOvo 175
Fruiteand-nmut fal'.'mB....n........uu...un 00

Da‘iry fams...'l.'...l.'.'l00...0'0'0!.0."0 686 .

Poul‘bryfams........................u.o... hss; ISR

Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry W6
Uenera.l. Ia.rmsu....-.u.un.......-........ 15
Primarily CIr'CPeversesnesosssssvcsasssnss ) E;
Primarily livestoCKessessasssosscascenss 5
Crop and liveStOCk'.oq.uoootOOOOOOvOOOOOO 5
Miscellaneous and unclassified farmSe.secevse 3,566

Source: U,8, Géhsﬁs, Apriculture,



Crop and Iivestock Reporting Service Bulletin 31

Farm Residsnce and Operation

King County agriculture is characterized by a large amount of part-time
farming, Many persons reside on farms and divide their employment between
farm work and wage earning in other industries, The Puget Sound cities and
the forested countryside provide a variety of seasonal or partetime jobs in
manufacturing, construction, forest industries and government service, At some
time of the year about twow~thirds of all King County farmers worked off their
farms during 1954, Of this group, 3,081 or more than half of all farm operators
worked in nonwfarm industries more than 100 days during the year, These part-
time farmers received more from off-farm payrolls than for selling crops,
livestock and poultry, '

Farmland Utilization -

Crops were harvested from only about 23 percent 'of the land in farms in
1954, An additional 23 percent was in cfopland used only for pasture and 3.5
percent was idle or fallow land, Typical of western Washington farmland utile
ization, woodlands make up the largest share of the acreage, About 9,8 percent
of all farm land is in pastured woodland, Woodlands not being grazed amount to
22,2 percent, Altogethier, the farm woodlands cover about, hé,SOO acres or
approximately one~third of the land in farms, On the rough terrain in the foote
hills and the gravelly glacial soils of the lower plains timber grows well
under natural conditions, Farmers have also found thet clearing of Douglas fir

Total Land in Farms = 145,11) acres ]i
% i
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Figure 9.~ Utilization of Parmlend in King County, 195k,
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cut-over land is expensive, Hany have left such acreage in stumps and brush..

ag_woodland pasture. Others have left dense regrowth stands undisturbed o
fi¥nish timber for farm use and for:future cormercial: cubting. - -

H

Farm Fagilifies  ~ - -0 e

E TR

T 195k ‘mest of the farms in K& sunty- were above state averages.in the

. use of facilities which save labor:end mate rural life casier, Farmers in this
eounty enjoy an extensive rural el¥ctrie. seyvice provided by both privately.
“anid-publicly=owned vtilities, Over 98 fieircent of farm hemes and buildings wers

equisped with electrieity, About 80 percent reported telephones. . HWashington
State averages for these facilities on farms were 97 and 74 percent, respec-
tively, The farming country is closely adjacent to Seattle and Tacoma and is
within the reception zone of four television stations. A higher-than-average
number of tuvel homes, about two-thirds, have television sets. lost of the
farms also have piped runhing vater and about one~third have home. freezers,
Teites for slectrie service ere slightly above the shatewide average. In,1950

" ‘the Census found that farm'electric bills ranged between 11,80 and $7.00. .

' wmonthly, compared to the statewide average of $10,00 to £6,40, - -
T ) ] ] PS . : ! Ty
 Table 13,~ Specified Facilities and Equipment on Farms - .

- R -7 King-County, 195L., e 3
i1, Peroont of ALL ¢ ¢ o
Facility or Fﬂumber of | Farms in County

| Equipment Item . - |Ferme USing | pouipped
Telepﬁone....n........-»..... h,183 80‘7
Electri{.‘i‘by... .o'i'a ses e ‘oo ease )" 5’106 L 9896 TN
Television ‘s,,e't. ve o se e c‘.r-,'c see o] - 3,’427 : Lo 6601 .‘,
Piped running wateleeessssecs- L3958 9547
Hcmealf.'r,eezét“.'o toenrenton el sise E 1’7}46 . 3307 RS =
Electric pig brooderysssseses -}.. .. 9% 160 T
Pewer feed grinder.....n.-u 112 L 242
Mjll:i!g mcmne.oooo-o-roo‘-oo 815 15.7
Crain combineBresevsrcsrssies 15 | : '3“A~':'
Corn pickers..........u..:..- ol e
P:'.Ck-"l_lp balerSescerssecocooens 111 B o 26l .
‘Fiold forage harvesterS,eeeee 1T L o 263 -
Artifieial nonds, reservoirs

' and earth tankB.ssesesnen | 3hl | o646
;M()tOI"mekﬁ.l-ooco.ovoooocooao 2’667 Cob :-' 5105 e
'T]."&C"OOI‘SQ.-.-..aoconuooao;.ia 2,918 56'3
:Au‘bom.o:}?ileS...un.u..-...u ,-!-,383 . Ah’é e a4,

Source: U,S, Census, Apriculture.

Farming is well advanced in the use of iabor=saving mechanical equipments
Over one-hzlf of the farms.were using tractors in 1954 and King County was
third in <he state in numbers of farm tractors, Nearly all the specialized
dairy farims use millcing machines, There were 815 dairy farms equipped with
milking machines in 195L, King ranking: fourth among the counties in the stale,
in this raspect, King County farmers use a large number of trucks to mariet



their products, About 50 percent of
Ounership of automobiles

perators owned trucks in 195l
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Irrigation and Facilities

e ad A S W T the farmer naa
Because of the dry summer climate and the farmers! nesds for high
S

of truck crops and pasture grass, thére hae been an increasing intere st in

irrigation equipment., Dairymen %ind that sprinkler irrigation greatly increases

tvhe carrying capacity of pasturesy The gra ally~-glacial soils common- in King
mvtrmdive sammitd wam mamsed Jamalnl a s an Lenaad pndd 'P

[
VOUNLY Teguire COonslaslacis Suriald arliligavion since the tep hG?*ZOn oL

soil dries out severely in midesummer,

[+
">

© e A

Table e~ Irrigation Farms: MNumber and Acreage ol
King County, 1950 and 1954 . e
;n - . - . = - 'm"
. Item T 1950 195h T
Number of irrigated Parmscoescsascrssests 239 282 . -
Land in irrigated LaIMS oo doosenvonsnesars | 13,292 aCTES 15,287 acres
Land irrigated é/ 48860080000 000RCeEIIOBE h,BhT 5,503
Irrigated land in farms according to use: -
Fams irrlgation CroPSocessocsss sene 109 116
Farms irrigating pﬂStureeoaeoooconoo T4 . 03,
" “Acres of crops irrigated.csopceseses | 33136 3,603
" Acres of pasture irrigatedescesecess | 1,600 1 900 - ~

1/ Includes all land irrigated by sprinkler systems,

LRI S

In 195u there were 5,503 acres being irr;gated, an 1ncrease of obo acres
since 1949 and 4,600 acres since A9LlL, "The irrigation consistg of, about 280 .
individually or farm-owned systems, waing maiply wells, pumps” and.sprinklersﬂ
There are also a few gravity aystemsy’ Mosy, of the, irrigation is on the. ey
mercial vegetable farms in the Greeh, Samhnamish. and -Snoqualimie, ?allays. - About
two~thirds of the 1rrigated land 1s in"moguetion of vegetable, berry and
flower orops, The trend.toward more irrlgatlon in hing County follows a gen-
eral trend in other western Washlngton counties where farmers arepspeQializing
in high value commercial crops, and managing. larger areas of grassland for:
feed,,,Hay and pasture shortages in reoent years, and 1ncreased costs, of feeds

.....
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Table 15, King County!s Rank Compared With
' Other Uashlngton chntles
o . o . ;",; . PRy L8 s -.rvh
Ttem Compared Ranic " Quantity ! Year
— | B |
General T L
haﬁ@ arEEt.oooooi.."t‘clo.lolluv ) 'ly. ) l 65 760 aGrBS 19Su
Wumber of farmS.eseesescrsnsosess 2 5 181 farms 1954
Tand in farmse-percent.seeseseses 4 10'6 percent {1954
Average ©ize of farms...ceveisses 36 - 28 acres 1954
ul‘o‘plauu halmfestodo YA EEEE RN R '-3)——17 i 33!202 awes - 195)4 oo

saw 20,321 Eersons 1950 ¢

rae- 32,992 persons.

1950

Total county povulatlon..........~~A.

Cagh farm jncome R e
Value of all farm products sold,. 9 17 735 269 dollars -19?%:-
- P 19
Value of crops sold...........*»» iy + $536,051 dollars 1954
Livestock om,farms s R R " :
I11 cattle and calves,,,,’,',uz'... reas 31 9,270 L 1954
}‘Iilk COW\ionooooono.-qpco.-ooo‘nct‘ :‘3_'"1 224,000head 195h
Hops..‘.ll!l.'.‘ll..‘.‘l.i'.'.t‘.‘ 5 6,086 head 19 ‘
Chlckens.............-...........;_ ;.'"1" 0"'0'583,’3614‘1)5.1‘(15 19Sh
_ Horses and muleSsascesccccscsscrd _ 1 1,602 head 1350
Sheep and lambs..........- n;cooto 'E s 3,[{63 head 195u "
D ‘and pouldry products sold: '.>wi4 T
5 alue of dairy products- sold..... LEE L 6 610 25h dollars 3950 1
Whole ml'.k Soldl.;;lo-00.."000‘.""-:. PR 1 1,39 ,000 pOundS 19;)1 T
"“Yglue ‘of poultry: products sold...ﬂff;_}ﬁ' 3,87k, 566+do1 ldrs 1954
ChiCRGnS 501doonooo-bc-oi|ooooia 3t 1 s 1’623,127 blI‘dS : 19;5 =
5 396% .-

Eggs .Soldu‘..‘....a-....... .o.ooo R

Tmportaht orops harvested

~—Clpver and tlmothy...............:ie*3

g . 5,_963,002 dogen .

Uegetabllas.u..-....-....u aaooo‘-" *

‘Fruits.&aljcann!lO'lllloo-vocllno'

Seurces:

U, S. Census of Agrioulture, 1954

U, S. Census, Population, 1950,




