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PART VII
Farm Mérketing and Level of Living

Location for Marketing

Lincoln Couaty is siiuated near the center of the Inland Empire trading
reglon and is traversed by three transcontinental. railways and three intersiate
highiays connecting Spokane with Puget Sound, It has 2 good losation for mare
keting of farm products nationally and within the state. Nearly all of its
agricultural marketing is in sami-perishable commodities such as grain and
livestock which can be transported long distances.

With a relatively small local population, ILincoln County has a sarplus of
commercial farm products that must be moved to more populous regions and majoxr
urban terminal markets., Wheat is the major commodity shipped. Barley, cattle
and sheep are other important shipments,

In terms of distance and time, Iincoln County is within economical mare
keting location related to Spokane and Seattle, Most of its grain and live-
stock shipping points are within two hours or 75 miles from market terminals
in Spokane. The area enjoys rapid and economical freighting to tidewater
tesrminals for wheat on Puget Sound and the Lower Columbia River, OCentral
Lincoln County is about 226 miles from Seattle and Tacoma for rail shipment of
grain and livestock and 300 miles from Portland, Oregon. '

Transportation Facilities

In recent years, modernized cross-ctate highways and transcontinental
railways using better trucking and railroading equipment have lowered bime and
costs involved in reaching shipping points for crops and livestock as well as
food processing plants in major Pacific Northwest cities, Shipment  of wheat
and barley is a major marketing activity. This traffic uses U, .S, Highways 10
and 2'to reach Spokane and Puget Sound terminals. Truck shipmept is mainly
used to reach Spokane, while railroads carry a major poriion of wheat to the
coast, Transcontinental railways providing a grain freight service io Puget
Sound and the Columbia:River-are Northern Pacific, Great Northern, Ohicago,
Milwaukee, St, Paul and Pacific, and Seattle, Portland and Spokans Railwsy -
Companies,. . S ‘ '

Most livestock are shipped ocut by way of trucking contractors and farmer-
owned trucks, Occasionaily a large shipment of sheep or cattle is sent by
rail to major livestock yards in Spokane, Segtile or Partland. In recent years
truck and carload lots of hogs have been sent to Spokane, o :

. A recent survey by the Washington State Council for: Highway Research
found that Lincoln County was served by 2,155 miles of roads capable of use
for marketing farm products. There is an excellent net of farm-to-market roads
making farms readily accessible by trucks, This includes 105 miles of asphalt
and concrete surfaced roads, 1,2h6 miles of gravelled roads and 250 miles of
graded surfaces. There are 545 miles of unimproved roads passable most of the
year to trucks hauling grain and livestock,
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Total Value of all Farm Products Sold, 195h: $28,716,300
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Figure 11,~ Sources "of Cash'Indome, Lincoln County Farns, 1954

Source: U, S, Census, Agrigulture

* Ozoss Income, Value of Preducte:Sold = 00 ‘ M :

... The.Census of Agriculturs gives a measure of howt mich Lincoln County
_‘ o 7 farmers: recgive for the products théy. sell during a year, Gross receipts by
4o v . farmers for ‘commercial, products s61d"off ‘fayms amounted Lo $268,716,000 during
7 "the 195k crop year, .This placed Lihcolyn County third'in the state in value
.-of :farm production. Sales of wheat, barlsy.and cattle were by far the major
© sources of. income,. .Valued at qwer ¥22,000,000, wheat was the most valuable
© .7 commodity. Barley, with a sale yalué of $3,100,000, was second. ' Cattle and
i Cvealves ab .$1,789,360 were- third;. Whaat alcns scoousited for 73 percent of all.
Iincoln County farm marketing and sales of barley made up 13 petcent,

¢ . Bales:of farm products and farm incomes vary by different types and sizes
~ . of .farmg, Most ILinceln County farms are classified a8 large commercial units,
Fie . Ouboof 35060 -farms, 999 make commercisl saies and 82l of these exceed sales of
" $10,000 per year, ~ldncoln Conrtyiis fourth in thHeé state fn numbers of high
gross lncome farms selling over $25,000 worth of procucts per year, In 1954
there wers 50 farms that made sales excesding $25,000 and there were 37) exe
S Ngigdgong $10,000.. Only & minority’ made salés 4n the lower range of $2,500 fa

R

.

LATE Agrdonltural income from farm prodacts trended upward betwsen 1949 and
o 1950, In the most. recent Cencusd, ‘there were total ‘marketings ‘of $28,716,000

¢ ) 2
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compared with $20,310,600 in 1949, Based primarily on increased-production
and strong prices for wheat and cattle, this was a LO percen% rise within the
fivewyear period following 1949, :

Marketing Crops: Wheat, Barlcy and Cther Field Crops

About ¢1 percent of all farm marketings in Lincoin County are field crops
vith wheat by far the most vaiuvable commodity, In 1954 the 10,551,700 bushsls
of wheat harvested had a market value to farmers of about $2,15 per bushel:.
About 92 percent of the crop was sold and 8 percent kept on farms for fead and
seed, Wheat growers markeved about $22.,000,000 worth of the 195L crop and
this crop alone accounted for 73 percent of all farm sales.

Barley was the second major crop marketed, While a minor velume was kept
on farms for feed and seed, over 3,000,000 bushels of the 1954 crop was put on
the market., Barley growers received an average of $1.,15 per bushel and reais
ized gross returns of over $3,100,000, Most barley is marketed to feed mills
in the local and Inland Empirs area, ' .

Qats and rye are minor grains marketed for feed and seed., In 195L ocais
were sold by 200 growers, Production was 408,500 tushels apd of this 260,000
bushels were put on the commercial market at an average price of 90 cents per
bushel, returning $230,000 to growers, Sales of rye were about 12,000 bushels
at $1,30 which returned about $15,600 to producers,

Facilities for grain trading, country storage, shipping and hawling are
well-~developed in Lincoln and the adjacent counties of Spokane, Adams and -
Grant, State licensed public grain warehouses, elevators and fead mills within
Lincoln County have a total storage capacity of 18,346,000 busheis in: bulk or
sacks, There are 11 major grain buying, warehousing and milling couperatives
and firme operating 65 licensed elevators or grain warehouses within the -
county, By localities, grain buying and storage centers and stations in Line
coln County are as follows, listed by their registered capacity ;/: Wilbur
(2,433,000 bushels), Davenport (2,315,000), Harrington (1,769,000), Reardan
(1,605,000), Odessa (1,569,000), Almira (1,530,000), Downs (1,219,000), -
Sprague (1,215,000), Mohler (1,159,000), Cresson (895,000), Govan (892,000),
Bluesten. (685,000), Edwall (615,000), Waukon,(590300039.M6ndovi (530,000),
Gravelle (L70,000) and Lamona (ﬁ?z,ooo)o Storages under'BO0,000 bushels are
also located at Eleanor, Irby, Canby, Egypt, Rockiyn, Nemo and Omans,

Hay and straw are marketed in minor volumes locally and to hay dealers
who serve dairymen and cattle feeders in the Spokane area, In 195} there wore
2,500 tons of alfalfa marketed for $50,000, Clover and timothy mixtures, -
graln hay and straw sold amounted to about 800 tons valued at about $12,000,
In general, Lincolr County is a hay deficit area and alfalfa is brought in
from irrigated regions of the Columbia Basin to feed cattle and-sheep.

Department of Agriculture Public Grain
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Warehouses, licensed June 30, 1959. (Mimeographed), Olymplia, Washington,




. Marketinz Fruit and Berries, Vegstables and Potatoes.

i

_ ppr£ and ééckage.

. Total amount received by

Berry ard fruit marketing, once of signifigant imporience, is minor in .
Lincoln County, There are about five small cummercial piantings of sbtrawe

berries and raspberries in the northern district near the Columbia and. Spokans

o) ) > 270 ma sed loocally and some-ars hinped into W Hus Davens
Apples and peaches are marketed locally in small volume, °
In recent years total marketings of berries and fruit have been less thaa
$5,000 distributed among a few growers, I

o wnlpmrle

"~ Table 27 .- Crops Marketed From,Lincoln:Coupt& Fexms, 1954

Amount Receivéﬁ
a ]
.- Type of Crop Sold. .. . |. By Farmers - ,gzrceng ﬁ:;
: s e | (Dollars) o | PYOPS BORE

"Field Crops (wheab, barley, oats, | . ° . B, _
S hay ard potatoes | $26,273,69L | 99.9
Fruits and Berries (apples, peaches, R
raspterries, straw- | . : -

_ berries, ebc.) ' - | 7 2,808 | ‘ol

Vegetables (sweet corn, tomatges) ~|" ©2lo s

farmers for cash crops - .. :.ii'f-.‘$26,27h,?b2-,. ©100,0

Source: U. S. Census, Agyicultura

. Commercial vegetable markebing, including potatoes, is limited o some )

‘lcgal trading in northesstern Lincoln County, In recend years iess than five
-acres ‘of land have been put in producticn of commercial vegetables such as

sweet corn, tdmatogs and othér tymek crops, In 1954 there were only three
farms reporting commercial vegetable sales and their total returns were.ree

ported ati only $2L0,

" A’minor volume of comércial potatoes is grown in northeastern Lincoln

. County for local use,'.In 195k the Census' erumerated about L,700.hundredweight
‘produced in small ‘garden plots on 257 faris which had a total of 50 acres.
“Mogt .of the potatoes grown we¥g constmed’on farms where produced, There is no
annual estimate of the volume of potatées.marketed from Lincoln County, .Market

value of production for homé and’ locil use was over $10,000 in 195k,

" Marketing Livésioék_ -

. Live animals sold f¢ér slaughter and as fqe&érs_and"b:eeding stock brought

~ over $2,000,000 o Iincoln County livestock producers in 195L. Livestock
“marketing accounts for about 7 to.8 percent of county farm income, Sales of

live cattle and calves is the major type of marketing involving over $1,700,000
worth in 195}, Sales off farms and at auctions are mumerous; over 600 farms
marketed cattle and calves in 1954, Sheep and lambs are second in livestock

~ marketing, Marketing of hogs is minor in importance but in recent.years

coopérative raising and marketing of hogs has been on an increase near Edwall. -

- Most Iincoln County livestogck is.trucked to terminal stockyards at Spokane,
- Somé livestock producers haul stock to commuinity auction yards at Davenpért,

‘“Coulee City, Moses Lake and Cheney.’ )
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Tatle 28.= Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed . . ;
Linecla County, 195k

Class of Livestock T Quanvity | Amoun: Raseived
| ‘Products Sold . Marketed = -y By Farpers . )
- . Dairy Prcducts . N -
Whole Milkmmmomwammem—————— 2,:5’61;,,?0% 1bs, - $ 132,900
YU L —— wmmmeee | 89,528 1bs, |- 17,599
: Total all dalry products - - $.7I60,599
Poultry and poultry products ~ _ '
Chickengmmmmmmwmmemmmnemmes= |- 17,406 birds $ 7,505 -
L wwm=| 23)4,122 dozen C 90,746
Turkeys, ducks, geesem~ewmw~= o ' 532
Total all poultry & poultry products . $ 105,803
Animals gold alive o .
. Catblemmmmmmmm————————— . .9,595 head | .$1,173,657
Calvegmmmm—mmmn e —- emmmmemmw | - 8,903 head - 615,709
Hoge and pigsewecmwomcemmens 1,879 head - 70,579
Sheep and lamb§=mwemamemau- = . 15,035 head 230,285
Horses and muleS~—sc—raccaea 133 head ' 6,799
.Total all animels sold alive 92,103,030
Other livestock and livestock
— Produchts Solde=crermrsesrersrssssascanssenmEnm
Total amount received for livestock .»..°
and livestock products~me——emmc—mmeons $2,398,318

Source: U, S, Cérsus, Agriculiure

Marketing Poultry and Eegs

Lincoln County poultrymen sell mainly to the local market, Some commar-
cial eggs are shipped to a Weshington Cooperative Farmers’ Association plant
in Spokane, Eggs are the main commodity of poultrymen and aboub LOO farms
sold eggs in 1954 with a return of $90,000, Lincoln County cities and villages

" are main markets for eggs, Fryer chickens and turkeys are not mirketed in
. sufficient amounts for local needs and these products dre brought in from other

regions, ’

Marketing Dairy Products

In eastern Lincoln County a commercial dairy industry of 30 producers of

- whole milk and cream market locally.in Lincoln County towns and to dairy

product distrituting plants in Spokane and Cheney.- There are over 12 dairy
plants in this urbanized area. In recent years Lincoln County producers
Selling in the Spokane market have come .under the Milk Marketing Order No, 108,
Inland Empire Marketing Area, Spokane, administered by the U, S, Department of

- Agriculiure. for stabilizing prices and allocating distribution for £luid and

factory utilization of milk, Dairy marketing from and within Lincoln County
involves sales of -over $112,000 -worth of fluid milk and $147,000 worth of cream

annually,
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Agricultaral Income Compared to: Other Income Sources

Agrxculture is by far the most impor@ant part of the Lincoln County econ~
omy. Although manufacturing, government, transportation and service trade
employment has been increasing, agricultural income in 1954 aczounted for over
two~thirds of the total, NWet profits from sales of wheat , barlpv and livestock
together with farm labor payrolls amounted to $19, 773,000 in 1952 accordlng to
a Washington State College study., _/ Net agricultural income:of farm operztors
and farm labor income has been increasing in recent yearsy, going from
$18,085,000- 14 1950 to $19, 773,000 in 1952, Not included .in. the agricultural

$

income are the jobs which primary production of wheat, bariey and catile crpate

in tranSportatlon, handling -and storing.<

Table 299- Types and Sources o Tnsome 1950-1952 Llncoln Canuy 1/

Type and Scurce Income In Dollars By Years Pe?gggﬁ:gg 9§é22§n°y
of Tieome TSGR 1952 | 1550 [ 15511 1952
Agriculture $18,085,000 1$13, 545,000 1$19, 773,000 62,3 | 55.8 | 677
Construction 1,136,000 - -382,000 118,000 3,99 LS5 1oh
Government l,23h,000 1,428,000 1;597,000{ L3 | 5.9| 5. 5
Manufacturing. 673,000 806,000} 811,000 12,3 3.31 2.8
Service 769,000 763,000 e 77&,000 2,7 3.1 2.6
Transportation, — - < - 4
Communication
and Utilities 1,537,000| 1,742,0001 1,765,0001. 5,3(  7.2| 6.0
Trade = . 4 2,521,000[ 2,793,000{ 14181,0001 8,7 11,5 h.0
Miscellaneous 276,000} - “271,000 271,000{ .97 “i;21 1,0
Property Income| 1 589,000 - 1,679,000 1, 768 000| 5.5] 6.,9] 6.0
Other Income _4;86 000 845,000 86h,ooo Lol| 3,51 3,0
Total $29,006,000 $2h,2§h,ooo $29,222,000{100,0 | 160,0 | 1000

i“T_"Speclf:i.ed Farm Expenditures

, Expendltures connected with agrlcultural pncduction reduca the net 1ncome
a farmer receives as profits,frqm sales.-of crops and livestock. - In: the. Census
of 195h farmers in Iincoln ‘County reported a total expense of $h,010,228 fer
labor, petroleum products, feed, machine hire and fertilizers and other materw
ials and services, The money the growers and farmers epend-foyr these-items
supperts a large share of the commercial activity in the county's cities and
- ;towns.. Farms represent a substantial market:for many services and: materials
" " sgpplied.through, Davenport, Wilbur, Harrington, Odessa, Sprague:and Reardan,
. Hired. *abor and petroleum products are two major costs and expenditures made
’“by Lincoln County grain.:and: livestock: farmers. _Fertilizer and: motor: fuel
. purchases are large per farm unit° R LRt RN E S

" uus;neﬁs, Bireau of nconomlc ana nu31rnss uesearcn, boun i Inccme_Pavments

in Washington, 1950-1952, Bulletin No, 26, August 1355L, Puliman, Wasn.,

THE
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Table 30.- Specified Farm Expenditures in-195k, Iincoln County

Type of | Number of Farms | Expendictre | Average
Expenditure Reporting = | of all Fayms | Per Farm

Machine. hireooqooooaoaooo:oaoo. .o 387 : $ 200g113 $ 516':93
Hired 1ab0roaooyeaeaancao'eauo : 832 19b52’92h 19?’-‘5068
Feed for livestock and poultry 812 667,61L - 814017
Gasoline, patroleum fuel & oil 1,009 1,125,460 | 21,1191
Comercial fertilizer d0ePNreor ' ° hlﬁ . 5709117 1’363053
Lime and liming materials,,... | 2 . 2750
Total production costS.ecessso %L,010,228

Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture

Level of Iiving on Lincoln County Farms

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed as high a level of living as
city people, Farm incomes are lower on the average than urban.inccmes, Ee-
cause of the isolated location of many farms, .such conveniences as electricity,
hot and cold running water and telephones have not been as éasi;y availakle to
farm families, This is the gemeral sitation in American agricuiture,.

In Washington State and Lincoln County particularly, however, the farm
Population compares guite favorably with other population groups in convene
lences of modern living, The farm family level-of~living index for the United
States was 122 in 1950, With en index of 15, Washington ranked eleventh among
the states of the nation in level-of-living.,

Table 3l.- Indices of Level of Living of Iincoln County Farm
Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

Percentage of total farm families with listed
Index Ttems index items
United States | Washington | Iincoln County

Farm Family Level-of~Living 122 154 211
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $L,775
Electricity 78.3 92,5 88,
Electric Hot Water Heater 17,4 49.1 78,5
Electric Washing Machine 58,7 85.4 86,2
Home Freegzers 12,1 .5 L3.2
Mech, Refrigerators 62,7 77.4 9065
Telephone 38,2 57.5 4.7
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23,8 7064 Th.8
Central Heating 18,1 17.8 32.6
Houses with More than One

Person per Room 22.3 15,7 6,0
Automobiles 63.0 7.6 | $1.8
Travel 10 Miles or More ’ o

to Trading Center ' 21,4 S 205 1 396

Source: Walter L, Slocum and Carol L. Sténe, The
Farm People of Washington at Mid-Centiury,
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" economy. It is one of the state's key wheat produc:ng regions ‘afid one of its-

‘The farm family levelwof+living indéx in Lincoln County in 1950 was 21lee
considerably above the state and national average. Llncoln County 's average '

' ‘was 'high because of the above—aVérage farn family inceme,  In Lincolt Gounty

this. was %h 775 compared with.a state farm family average of $2,380, Rural
farm elesc rification was S¢ignt1y beiow the state average in l950.~ Farm homes
“in Iincoln, ‘however, -were abcve-the general level.over the state :in. ownersh_p
- of electriczl appliances, ple%ing facllities, heating, telephones .and auio~

~ moblles, Housing standards generally exceedsd the level: found over state and
"national farming regicns, In 'the“Washington State Collegé study of 1955,

" Iincoln County was third highest in the ranking of Washington cOantles 28 to
“sbandards, . or. levels-of-living in farm homes, ;/n'

“As histcry and statisuics presen ted in these pages bava shown, Llncoln
County agriculture is a-record of progress by its industrious peeple. In
less than a century, those who have chosen to live on the soil have made it
an important farming county. Its-ndmercis, well-managed gfain and livestock
farms are basic to the well-being of the local and general Inland. Empire

.most valuable farm countles., Each whedt farm apd’ cattle ranch stands as a
Iiving monnment ‘to ‘the spirit of enterprlse and progress. and faith.of the
agrlculturists who have chosen thelr homes in the- Blg Bend renion of north-
eastern ‘Washington; -

;/ walter L. Slocum and Carol’ Lanson Stone,

at M4 rl-Chhh'l'rVy Experiment q+ ation

entur tatior y#a

College,. Fullm > Pullmana 1955.
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