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Because of the influances of topography, climate, accessibility and recent
industrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughout

the atate, Over:twowthirds of -the pecple live in the western pertion, concenw

trated largely in the trisl oities of Puget Sound, The Olympic Mountains
and Willspa Hills of the (oast Rangs and the Cascade Mountaing stand out as
sparsely populated areaé in western Washington, The Willamette~Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the mejor population belt of the state, It con-
taing a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling,
glacial drift plains, I .o ;
The mountains, hills, platsaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic cone

ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, Mountainous areas including the sastern Cascade Mountain slope,

- . the Olmnogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains and the Selkirks have but few people,

Dryland and upland aredas which cannot be irrigated, such as large portions of -
the Walerville Plateau, the Channelled Seablands and the hills of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both yural and urban: population is concentrated in the irw

enatohee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the:
In the far eastern section-~the Palouse lillseethe :
moderats rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
zed Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricule-

.major population clusters of sastern Washington,

Paaco and Quincy Basine,

population, The industri
tural Yakima Valley are

d by Spanish, Russian, British and Amerisan exw
1805, but no settlement occurred until 1610. Ownere
od by America.and Oreat Pritain. A compromise, the
818, peraitted both American and British fur traders
of the Columbia River, British interests (the Northe
's Bay Company} established fur trading posts at
1810 and 1618, Amerinanm claims were strengthened by

Wasliington was expl
poditions between 1592 a
Joint Occupancy Treaty of.
and settlers to live. nort

west Company smd the MHuds
Spokane -and Walla Walla

‘the Lewis and Clark Expedition (180L=1605) and: by the settlements at Fort Spokane,

Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company, .The British increased thelr
influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nimsqually between 182 and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, altheugh permitted by treqty, was discouraged ty the Hudson's Bay Come
pany which desired to maintain its fur trade manopoly.

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon., Unhinddred by the
British, several hundred rican settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders,

e s mn e AR



The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 18h46, which
gave the United States the present area of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it exists today. Oregon Territory (including all of the
present state of Washington) was created in 1848 by Congress, with its capitol
in Salem, Oregons OSettlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticello
Convention in present Loneview, Waghington, and asked for a separate territorial
government, Washington Territory was created March 2, 1851, with a capitol at
Olympia on Puget Sound, Ieaac I, Stevens was appointed as Governor,

-~ Population growth was slow before 1860. Lack of roads, the long distance
from the Hast, and the difficulty of clearing the dense forests of the Puget
Sound ocountry kept immigration to a minimum, Indian hostility prevented settlew
ment in mest of eastern Washington prior to 1858, and that tended to slow movew
ment into the Puget Scund Besin, The Washington population was only 11,594
socording to the 1860 Censua. : - :

. In 1863, the Washington tarritorial bsundaries were changed to the present
state lines by the creation of Idahp Territory, The Census of 1870 was the
. firststo follow the present boandaries, snd it enumerated a population of
23,995, - ' '

. Population grew rapidly from 1870 % 1890, New transcontinentel railroads
brought large waves of immigranmts from the Bast and Europe, The completion of
the Union Pacific to the Columbis RMiver brought new settlers inte southeastern

Washington, When the Northern Pacifie reached Spokane in 1880 and was ocne
" tinued on toward Puget Scund, settlers occupied the Palouse and Big Bend whest
lands and the Yakima Valley, In 1883, six new counties were created in eastern
Washington, Expansion of oocastwise shipping and lumbering built up the cities

. on Puget Scund and at Grays Harbor, Washington Territory was admitted to the

Union as 2 state in 1889, The population at that time was 350,000,

The period 1900-1910 was & ddeade of rapid growth in which the state
gained 62},000 persone, more than doubling to 1,141,990, Two other railrcads,
Great Northern and Chicago, Milwaukee and Seint Paul, reached Puget Sound in
1893 and 1909, respectively, The lumber industry and agriculture supported
more people; land and timber seekers homesteaded free public domain lands in
the mountainous areas, The Alaskan gold rueh doubled Seattle's population withe
in & decade, Rallrcads and ships brought large numbers of people from Europe,
who took up lumbering, fishing, mining and egriculture, -Ranked numerically
according to the 1920 Census, the largest foreign-born groups in the state were
Canadians (42,000), Swedes (35,000), Nerwegians (3L,000), English (23,000),
Germans (22,000), Itallens (18,000), Fimns (12,500), Russians (11,000) and
Irish (9,000}, - ' -

Between 1910 and 1940 population graw at a slower but steady raté, The
inorease was about 20,000 per year, The lumber industry began to decline after
1929, Reduced employment and a growing scareity of land were reflected in a
slower rate of population growth, Howevér, during the 1930's, many farmers
from the Oreat Plains drought areas moved overland to Washington seelding farming
opportunities, : : _ ’
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_ The 49.10-19’:\. detade cuzo'ht the grestest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new defense industries, it rem
sulted in an incresse of 642,772 in ten years, raielng the state population to
2,378,663 in 1950. Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the
Federa) atomic works‘in%cn County,

Urban and Rural _@M

, ] . In 1870 the. ent;ire D ulation of Washington was living in rural Area8=~~in

- villages and on farms, 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or

. 40,8 percent, were L'g‘.ﬁng 4n urban-aregs, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of “urban" which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas. And over S2
percent lived in three Standard metropolitan arsam comprised of Seattls,
Tacoma, Spokane and their. surrounding tulmrban cities and towns, This trend
follows the national pat‘ :

Teble 1,= Population of| Washington The rural population is predome
1860-1955 $nantly rural’ nonfarm, consisting of
602,026 persons who live in the counw
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try, but do not operate farms, The

]

E Lear wiral farm population decreased about
: 1860 ono~fifth between 1940 and 1950, and

1870 mumbered only 273,771, or 11,5 percent
1880 of the statals total 1950 populaticn
E 1690 .of 2,378,963, As a result of the

| 1500 fann-to-czty trend in Washington,

; 1510 about one person in ten is living on
; 1920 a8 farm and about six persons out of

‘f 1230 ten are living in a town or city

i 1950 .

| 1955 Acco_rding to the 1955 estimates

Sources: U S, Censua Pogulatio 3 :gnt;:amhigzgscggsxsﬁar 9, the
Washington Sfat! Census ~ ranked as follows: Seattle 55,000),

; Board, Aprilil, 1955 Spokane (182,000), Tacoma (156,000},

‘ Estimate, " Yakima (43,000), Vancouver (L1,950),

| Bellingham -(35,700), E‘veb‘ett (3h,1oo), Eremerton (32,200 Walla Walla (25,1,00)

| and Longvieu (23,5

; Fopulation g Hason M

| In 1955 Mason County ranked twenty-third among Washington counties with
| an estimated population lof 15,400, Population has grown stesdily since the
| 1860 Census with the ex¢sption of a ‘downward trend between 1910 and 1920,
\

|

Population growth was most rapid during expansion periods in the lumber and
pulp industries between 1920 and 1930 and between 1940 and 1950, Growth trend.

has been slower dince 1§

Because fgbf"ind\iSt al growth and concentration of population at Shelton,
lumber port’ on the Scund, sbout one-third of the inhabitants are urban. In 1956
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an estimated 5,700 persons were living in Shelton, According to Census clasee
ification which termsany incorperated place of 2,500 er more as urban, Shelton
ves the caly urban place, Shelton i the largest city, the county seat and the
only incorporated place in Mason County,

The majority, or about two-thirds of Mason County residents, are classiw
fied as rurel, 1iving in villages and towns, along highways and on farms, The
rural-farm population, persons living on and operating farms, is relatively
small, amounting to only 2,898 persens according to the last U, 8, Census in

. 1950, Only 20 persons out of each 100 live on farms in this industrial county,

Table 2.~ Population of Mason County

Source: 0,5, Census, Population .

1860.1955 '
e v ~=]
Censu Percent | Percent

Year | FoPulation Rural | Urban
1860 162 100 0

1870 289 100 0

1860 639 100 c

1890 2,826 100 ¢

1900 3,810 100 0

1910 5,156 100 0

1920 h,919 100 0

1930 10,060 6943 | 3047
1940 11,603 68,1 31,9
1950 15,022 66,7 33.3
1955 15,400 65.8 | 3L.2

Shelton, the only incorperated place and Mason County?ls seat of governs
Expanded industry in forsst products and
increased employment caused Shelton to grow from about 3,100 in 1930 to 5,700

ment, has groun steadily since 1920,

by 1956,

several hundred rursl non-farm residents,

Other towns are Hoodsport, Bslfair, Union and Allyn which each have

Table 3,~ Population of Incorporated Flaces
Magon County, 15101556

ﬁcorpo:;a%ei

3 1
Gity or Town| 1920|2920 | 1930 | 29k0 ) 1950 | 1956 )/
Shelton 11,1631 984 3,091 | 3,707 | 5,0L8 | 5,700

' 3/ Population for 1956 is estimate of the Washington State
Census Board, April 1, 1956, -

Sources:

well as a large mumber of settlers fram other states of Amerioca,

U5, Censua
Washington

lation, | o

R

ensua Board, _
Mason County has becn & melting pot of a varisty of foreign immigranbs as

Before 1920 3

about one«third of the homesteaders and workers in logging and sawmilling wers
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coming from northwestern Byrope. Scandinavians, English, Scotch, Irish and
Germans were the most mumerous immigrants in the Censuses between 1890 and 1920,
In the Census of 1920 immigramts from Europs and Canada amounted to over 850w -
nearly 18 persent of the cqunty population, After 1920 immigration from Scandiw
navia, the Brltlish Islas, Qermany, Finland «nd Canade decreased because of !
United States quote limits on the mumber who ecould come to America for land or |
employment, By 1950 foreign-born population made &p only about 5 percent of
Mason County's residents, . \ C e . :

There ie an American Indian population of fébont: 275 persons living in :
Mason County according to the last Censug, Most of ‘these reside on the Skokow
mish and Squaxin Island Reservations which front on Hood Canal and Puget Sounds-

Table 4.~ Foreign-Born White Population, Mason County
- 1890, 1920 and 3950

Countey ﬁ Birth  -| 1890 | 1520 | 1950

Epgland and Walee.....| 81| 67| 73
Scotlmd", '.‘.'.‘.‘.... 36 1? 15
Northern e -
I'Ieland (E m)tltiiil' 6’4 31 22
Nw.*my.;..,"...u..-.u. 78 100 81
Sweden.“.p........... 3- 11‘6 88
De!’lmarkoo.: asssevsense 12 hl:‘ 26

NE"J?"IQI‘:.&R’j sesceoNsree 3 6 ?
&w'i‘.tzerlbar‘-ﬂo seesetnnes 8 8 won
anm.ce.,“.}...u...a-o2 9 13

gc‘ﬁl&n}’oc.iuoocc.oouut‘ Sh i‘g f!*
CiaNdorelrescecsnnose - 3
cﬂ’ﬂéhOSlO‘ij’a aBsFante 1 - 8
Austria.oe:e'coqooonoooo . h ) 17 8
Yugﬂslaﬂ-a-g"u'"n... - 29 8
Russiy (Ucl astRo)ooooo 39 3 7
Finianda60|0'ant000090. haan 9? 55
I3aiYeoousassrsenvaces X 2 8
Canzda«F 1CH.co0nssen Aot 8 15
Canadawlcholcssesesnss 32% 159 238

All.other sountriessso ) 2087 1 3
Tej:ls {950 7
Percent foreign-born 301275 | By

Source: U,S, Censue, Population

¥Moson County?!s econony and bagic employment pattern is dased predeminartly
on the mamufacturing of wogod products, including logging, lumbering and proe
cessing of wood into pulp |and fibre boards. Agriculture in 1950 ranked only
fifth as 2 source of wages and income from self-employment, Nearly half of
the labor force, or 2,193 peraons, were in manufacturing as of 1950, Employe
ment in miscellaneoous sorvices wae second largest and wholesale and retail
store employment was third in payroll importance, The change fram less farm
employment to more industrial and commercial employment, cbserved in Mason
County since 1940, is a ¢ trond in western Washington,
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Table 5.~ Employment of the Population
Mason County, 1950

ercent of

‘ W&le |Female | Total
Types of Employment Werkerst Workeys |Workers | Workers
Total employed workers Lyl | 1,097 | 5,238 |  100,0
Agricultureccccissororsanesrsnase 31\-3 hz 985 T
Forestry and £isheriefessssessons 175 63 238 5
Miningﬂnn.o--tcgco-.3100-00-100000. 2 e 2
ConstructioNecssssersvearencasses 333 5 338 ?
Mam-lfaciburingoalocoooou.noo-ocooo 2,075 118 2]193 ua
Transporba‘tsicn,..u-...u-....... 92 0 112 2
Ritail and wholesale 5toTeSaesces ko1 303 704 13
Misvellaneout cervicCleesessascns 399 hoo 199 15
Publio administration (govesnment.
emplf)ymnt)ooncconooooc'oco-o. 110 69 179 3
Other amployment”......n.nu.- { 211 ?? 288 6

Source: U.S, Census, Population

Mamufaoturin

Lunbor & woo

produots
42%

Services
15%

~__|

Figure 3.~ Agricultursl Employment Compared With Other
Enployment in Mason County, 1550 .

M scellanaous | Forestry and
Other Ex;g%oyment

(Based on U,S, Census of Population, 1950)



