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PART IV - - _
The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size

Agriculture in Mason County is primarily on medium and small farms,
According to the United Stites Census of Agriculture for 195L there were 526
properties classified as farms. This was Ll less than reported in 1950 but the
decline was due in part to/a change in Census definition, The fluctuatien in
the number and average size of farms is due somewhat to economic factors.
During the war period of 19k0 to 1945 the number. of farms reached a peak of T69
but the average size of farms was only 57,2 acres, the lowest in the period
from 1900 to 1954, Consolidation of farms through purchase and lease has ine
creased the average siza 67 acres in 1940 to 89 acres in 1954, Thise is
mach below the average for|the State of Washington which was 270 acres in 195k,
Mason County ranked twenty%nin‘bh among the counties in the state in number of
farms, tut in size of farms was twenty-sevemth.

The large mumber of emaller-sized farm properties results from land pure
chase methods, high land velues and intensive types of farming, Much of the
land suitable for agricultyire is belng developed for future harvesting of
timber and cther forest products such me Christmas trees and Evergreen brueh
vwhich tends to reduce the land available for farming, During earlier settlee
ment considerable logged-over land was sold in 10, 20 and L0 acre unite to
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partstime farmers, Memy of the original 160 aore homesteads were subdivided
into smaller farms as populatinon grow and land values inereazed, Suburban land
for poultry, livestock, berey and miscellanecus farming has been purchased for
operation on a part-time basis. Hecvy costs of clearing stump and forest land
have tended to discourage the devseiopment of large comuercial farm holdings,
Thesa and other eccnumic facburs have created a pattern in which at present
over 63 percent of the farms aie less than 70 acres. Farms from 10-29 acres
are the largest group, numbering 118, However, there sre considerably mere
large farms in Mason Cowity thaa in the nearby counties of Kitsap, King and
Pierce, One reascn for the greater number of large farms in Mason County is
that many of the cairy farms contain large acreages of pasturs and woodland,

-Table §,= Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
' Mason County, 1900-195h '

' + Average size
‘ Total County ! Percent of
Total Farms of farms in
Year area in farms County area
in the County (acres) th?ag;\;g';:( in farms
1900 27k 33,635 122.8 Seli
1910 3% h2,928 111.5 6e9
1920 463 10,867 Blyo6 649
1928 shi; 11,667 76,6 6.7
19304 k52 38,522 8543 6.5
1940 769 43,995 57.2 7.l
i9Ls 602 46,224 768 745
1950 57 56,110 98.5 9l .
1954 526 6,971 8943 T

Sourca: U.S. Census, Agriculture

In 195k the 526 farms of Mason County contained 46,97k acrea or only 7,6
percent of thas total land area within the oounty, The acreage in farms grew
fram 33,636 acres in 1900 to a peak of 56,130 acres in 1950. Since 1950 the
area in farms and number of farms have been decreasing, denoting some abandonie
ment of farming for other employment and a change in the use of some farmland
for residential and industrial purposes, Much of the part-time farmland is
being reverrad back to the production of forest products thus reducing the
available acreage for agriculture, This is true alsc of many other counties
on the Olympie Peninsula, :

Farm Values

Values of land, farms and farm buildings have increased greatly since
1940, Total value of &ll farm property has inoreased from $717,059 in 1900 to
$6,322,520 4n 1954, In 1940 the value of all farm property was only $2,860,845,
an aversge of §3,7L6 per farm and $66 per acre, Farmland and buildings per
ferm averaged $12,020 and $1L2 per acre in 1954, The rise in farm and land
values has been caused by sevaral factors, One has been the general rise in
prices of rsal estate valuee throughout the western United States, Value has
8180 been added by labor and capital, Mason County farmers have invested in
land elearing, drainage and building improvements since 1920. Another reason
for the rise in farm and land values has been the increase in population and
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consequent stronger . for émall acreages for part-time farming, Increased
value of standing t £or Tumber and pulpwood 18 a fourth factor causing
price rises of farms with woodlande,

'.rabi,. 10,« Vadue of Fam mpmy
umn maty, 1920-195h

Year Al]. m hoport.y Ac

| County’ (dollars) ! (dollars)
20| § 853.135 $L,875 | 858
1930. ,162,226 - 6,99 82
1940, »0680,8L5 3,76 66
1950 1 3oh,99c 9,307 120
1980 | §.~322,52e,. £ 12,020 142

w§eg U.S.cenm’ Aggiculture

; ot .of saeh 100 farmers) own and fully operate their
farms, Tenanecy, or. -renting and Yeasing of ertire farms, is uncommon; only 30
out of 526 farme being operated By tenants in 155h, Tenancy has decreased
since 1935 when abaut 1P percent. of the farms were operated by tenants, Many
farge have remsined in rahip of the ploneer families who established them,
About 6 percent of the farms were partly cwned in 195L, The part-ownership
type of farm tonero has become more comuon since 1940, This pattern is caused
in part by many elderly pereoms and part<time workers maintaining ownsrship of
their farms while letting other farmers operate part for a share of the.crops
8old or used, No rama were voported in 195h as having a manager=operatad
typg of temre, - -
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Figure 9,~ Farme by Temure of Opera.tor,.~_lhsqn County, 155L.
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Table 11,~ Farm Tenancy, Number and Parcent of Farms
By Temure of Operatorﬁ Mason County

19252195
Number letUll OWners | Part Owners | Nanagers Tenants
Year|Farme in nmumber percent [number percent {mimber | percent|mumber [percent
Count: of of all| of of all{ of of 211] «of of all
Y | farms| farme | farma| farms | farms| farms | farms farms
1925 5“3 h92 900,4- 9 1 |6 hanad - '-li3 7 09
1930; Ls2 360 | 8ha 21 Lie6 7 1.5 L 97
1935] 7Tho 637 { 85,0 21 2,8 1 ol 920 1240
190! 769 676 | 87,9 ' 18 243 L o5 71 92
1945( 602 52 | 87,0 | he 740 1] .2 35 548
1950 563 505 | 8947 33 549 " - 32 5e7
1954 526 L66 | 88,6 | 30 | K.7 . | - 30 | 5.7

Source: U,5. Census, Agriculture

Types of Farms

About 85 percent of the farms in Mason County are classified as miscellanw
eous, that is, the income comes fram such a varicty of sources that there is
no real specialization, Farm types clasaified by the Census show diversifie
cation ameng a variety of specialties, Dairy (26) and livestock (21) are the
leading types of specialty farms followed by fruit-andemut (mostly grape and

bﬁl‘!‘r) snd poultry,

Table 12, Types of Farms, Mason County, 1954

Yercant of

Types of Farms m:;:rmct all farms in
the county
Total farme in caunty...;..s..a'...;.o.._...... 508
Field-erop fmcoooocaogoto--aoa-c.alooaooc bl
caah"'graindilotoonon-‘o-caon.looio-oa'OI hates
Other field-crop......u.n..uu..uuo et
Vegetable faMSQQOOlloto!oaoooacaol.qoooooll ——
Fruitwand-nut famcoo-onoou-o.oo-ooo.«..-. 15 249
D&iry fam........u....u..........-...... 26 501
Poultry fams....u...u......aunuuuu. ie 109
Livestock farme other than dairy and poultry 21 Lol
General FaYMBonsestanecrscrsassessscsasasene 5
Pr‘.’.mar:lly CI'OPesscccnvrssasascsssnrnnoves 5 140
Primarily 1ivestotKesseerssvocsasscesseas ot
Crop and livestocKesnsserssrsesnascrnsee -
Miscellaneous and unclassified £arMBeesssese L3y 8L,0

Source: U,D, Census, Agriculture

Farm Residence and Operation

Mason Cowty agriculture is characterized by the faat that a large prom=

portion of workers reside on farme and divide their labor between agriculture

<
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and off-farm work, In al forested region such as Mason County, farmers have
numérous seasonal opportunitieca Lo work in nearby mills, 4in logging operstions
or for state and federal forest services., Most of the county might be elassi=
fied 88 a rogion of partetime farming. At some time of the year nearly 78
percent of sll Mason Cm;\ty farmers worked off their farme during 195k accorde
ing to the Ceneus of Agriculture. Of this group, over 380 or 75 percent worked
in non-farming industries more than 180.daye of the year, These part-time
iamez: ieceived more ome from off«farm work than from sales of orops and
ivestock, . o _

Farmland Utilization

Crops were harvested from:-oply about 10 percent of the land in famme in
195k, An additional 9 percent was in eropland used only for pasture and just
cne~teath of one perbcng lay 1dle or in fallow, Typical of western Washington
farmland utilization, woddlands make up the largest share of the acreage with
nearly 70 percent of 41l farmland.in pastured woodland, Mest of this farm
wocdland was uncleared, remaining in stump land, legged-over land or in rew
growth timber, 'Such land owned by Mason County farmers amounted to over 32,000
acree in 195h, Several fmctors have resulted in this pattern of land use,
Farmers have found that c¢learing cut-over forest land is expengive and lsbore
ious, Many have left much acreage in stumps and brush as woodland pasture or
for Christnas tree land,  Woodland owners.are beginning to practice farm
forestry for the harvesting of Christmss trees and forest greens which ere
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Figure 10, Utilization of Farmlend in Mason County, 195k
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ehipped to many markete in the United Statéé. Others have left dénse regrowth
gtands undisturbed to grow timber for farm:use and for future commersial
cutting, : )

Farm Facllities

In 1954 most farms 4n Meson County were sbove state average in the use of
facilities which save labor and make rural life emsier and more pleasant,
Farmers in this county enjoy rural elsstric service provided by both privately
and publicly=-owned utility services, Nearly 98 percent of farm hames and
buildinge wers equipped with eicotricity by 1954, Seventy-five percent ree
ported having telephone service, Washington State averages for these facilie
ties ¢n farms were 97 and Ti percent, respectively, The farming county, being
close to Tacoma, Olympla and the Puget Sound area, 4s within the reception
gones of four television stations., A large rmumber of rural hemes (nearly tiow
thirds) have televiilon sets. Most of the farms (97 percent) also have piped
running water and noarly one~half heve refrigeration 4in the form of homs
freezers. Rates for electric service are lower than in many other arsas of

- -Waehington, In 1950 tho Census found that the average farm monthly electric
" bill was $7,1 compared with the state averdge of $8,50,

Table 13.~ Specified Facllities and Equipment on Farms
: Mason County, 1954

.
_ | ¥umber of iercent of All

Facility or ¥
armg in County
Equipment Ttem Farms Using Bquipped

Telephoneo................uu 382 ?502
Elect’ricityca-ooouo-n-uooonioo h?? 97Q8
Television 591"0.1.00-‘.00..0-0 306 6002
Piped ranning waterseecesesece L92 96.8
Home freezeroonon.etoatl-q--oo 2‘41 h?lh
Electric pig broodarscseessese - -
Power feet grinderecoecensosse 16 3.1
Milking maehineoltionaiotoooco 16 301
Grain combineaaao.oooo-aaocuoa 5 100
Oorn'p:l.cke:cs.,o...........u-.- tasiad ——
Plek-up balerS.vessasscsscesss T 1k
Field forage harvesterBescesss 6 1,2
Artificial ponds, reservoire

and earth tanksSsoesessercs 61 12,0
MobtortruckDesesscasescroscasas 303 59.6
TractorBocsssescsncssssescsece 323 6306
AvtomobileS,scessencrecnnssces 118 6203

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture

Farming in Mason County is not mechanized as completely es in the more
commerclally developed farm counties of the state, Several conditions limitb
the use of labor-saving devices, The more important ones are the mumber of
emallegized farms, the larger number of part-time farming operations on amall
fields and the tendenocy to raimse oropa and livestook which require littla
mechanized machinery, BReavily wooded and irregular terrain also limits the
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uge of wheeled equipment, Most of the specialised dairy farms used miliding
machines, Nearly 60 perdent of the farmers used motor trucks to market their
products, Tractors were used on the majority of the farms in 1954, Ownership
of automobiles was highe» than the mational fam family average. Twelve pere
cent of the farms had irdigation facilities in the farm of ertificlal ponds,
ressyvoirs, earth tanks and sprinkler systems,

Irrigation and Facilities

Bocause of the dry summer climate and the desire to get higher yields of
berries, truck crops and pasture groens, there has been an increasing interest
in drrigation, The graveliy and sandy- glacisl eoils found in the Mason arca
require considerable lrripaticn since the top horizon of the soil dries out
severaly in midesummer, The monbar-of farme with some irrigation has more than
tripled while the land irrigateéd has. incressed- six and one-half times during
the period 1950 to 195k4.  Dairymen find thet eprinkler irrigation increases the
cattle forage capacity of lupland pastures, ]

Table 1h,= Iprigated Fezl'nAui Humﬁer and Acreage
‘Magon County, 1950 and 195k

"

 ma

~ Item | N 1950 | 5L
Number of 1mgated f&r&oo.--qotocoqccaoo ]-h ' 115

land in 1rri'gated .!'&_ms.i....-,.,.o..-.....n 1,306 acre 9.920 acres
Land 4rrigated 1/ sececspresccrncnsesonace | 12k acres | 829 acres
Irrigated land in farme-pecording:te uses

]

Farmes irripgating cropBiesecssscoccscs 1 1 27
Farms 1rr1gat1ng Pa tureaouuacooqnco- 5 26
Acres of crops irri atedo..npooocaooo- 13 358
heres of pasture irrigatedesesececsses hly 471

y Includes J,a}xd irri_gat,aé by ‘cam;g; 'pipeé and overhead sprinkler systems,
Sources U.5, Census, Apriculture

Irrigation in Mason Cdunty consists of L5 individuslly or farm-owned
systems, Wells, straams ps and aprinklers are used but there are a feow
gravity systems, In 195k there were 829 acres irrigsted, with over one-half
of this acreage (471) in pasture, The remgining 358 irrigeted acres is in
cropland used primarily for the produdtion of ‘grass silage and hay with e
emaller proportion of the lamd in fruits and vineyards, The use of more irri-
gation follows a general trend in the ‘other westdérn Washington counties,
Ressons for the large incremee in irrigated farm land are, in part, the atute
dance of lakes, stresms and ground water, a rise in value of land and managew
ment of larger arecas of grapsland for hay, silage and pasture, Hay and pasture
shortages in recent yeare and increased costs of feeds purchased by dairymen
are other factors causing an expansion of individual farm irrigation systems.
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.~ Table 15,~ Magon County's Renk Compared With
Other Washirngton Counties
Ttam Compared Renk | - Quantity Tear

. General | .

Land Bl'€Ransssassssstsastcisnsens 29 618 880 &LTe8 1951&

- Number of farmBevessesssssnssscss | 29 ' 5&6 farms 195].].
land in farms--peroentcesvesssees | 36. ‘7.6 percent 195k
_Average size of farMBeeveseercase | 27 89 aeres 1954

_ chpland mﬂeﬁtedcnnoconnout.-ii- 38 h;hoh acres 195h
Rural farm populatioNeseeesssicis | 26 . 2,898 persons 1950
Total oounty population.......... 2k 15,022 porsona 1950

Cash farm income -

Value of all farm producte solde. | 38 761, $17h dollars 195)
Value of livestock 801d,sesess | 38 522,668 dollars 1954
Value of crops 80ldesessessses | 37 81,085 dollars 195k
Value of forest products sold, | 13 157,419 dollars 1954

Livestock on £arms A | ~
All O&ttle and calvesu.......-u 35 5,510 head 195)4 .
Milk COWBcpsanansanstncvansnesons | 29 l,hUD head 195h
Hoga.a.ﬂ..'..‘.‘l".'.....“-.... ? 37 239 head 195]‘
ChlokenBesnscesersarsassersvasses. ! 31‘ 15212 birds 195’4
Horses and MIIE8Bucvnasnvaseassens . 36 i 136 head 195h
Sheap and 1aMb3¢ PrusseeBbasEBERE ., -38 83 heada ‘195h

airy and poui~ry prouducts sold . :

‘ Valua of daicy products sold..... 27 295,987 dollexs 1954 -
WH°13 mi*k SOLdlon-aouointocaoon. 27 259,625qund8 195h
Value of pouliry products sgld.,, { .30 76,815 dollars 1954
Chickana 501d¢¢001u¢0010001000000 Zh 23,&71 birdB 195h
Eg?ﬁ Sﬁldg; cadrEA T RRARNAE e A RO RS 32 é 100,830 ﬂozanﬂ 195h

Important crog_ harvested ; ‘

' Gldmﬂ‘and tumﬂhy poessesss e d 22 ‘ 2,0&1&mr95 195h
Grassg Silage.o.g....o.......--... 23 th adres 195h
GrapeSAHoo cesantatocressorentepes h. 98 000 vinaa 195h
031_-" Hayavbseeresessessssasaniatee a 288 acres 195’4
Fareﬁt productBUOOQJIOOIID!OIllll 13 157’h00 dollars 195h

‘Sources:

U,S, Cengus, 4

culture, 1954,

Pomulation, 1950,
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