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PART IV - - _
The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size

Agriculture in Mason County is primarily on medium and small farms,
According to the United Stites Census of Agriculture for 195L there were 526
properties classified as farms. This was Ll less than reported in 1950 but the
decline was due in part to/a change in Census definition, The fluctuatien in
the number and average size of farms is due somewhat to economic factors.
During the war period of 19k0 to 1945 the number. of farms reached a peak of T69
but the average size of farms was only 57,2 acres, the lowest in the period
from 1900 to 1954, Consolidation of farms through purchase and lease has ine
creased the average siza 67 acres in 1940 to 89 acres in 1954, Thise is
mach below the average for|the State of Washington which was 270 acres in 195k,
Mason County ranked twenty%nin‘bh among the counties in the state in number of
farms, tut in size of farms was twenty-sevemth.

The large mumber of emaller-sized farm properties results from land pure
chase methods, high land velues and intensive types of farming, Much of the
land suitable for agricultyire is belng developed for future harvesting of
timber and cther forest products such me Christmas trees and Evergreen brueh
vwhich tends to reduce the land available for farming, During earlier settlee
ment considerable logged-over land was sold in 10, 20 and L0 acre unite to
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partstime farmers, Memy of the original 160 aore homesteads were subdivided
into smaller farms as populatinon grow and land values inereazed, Suburban land
for poultry, livestock, berey and miscellanecus farming has been purchased for
operation on a part-time basis. Hecvy costs of clearing stump and forest land
have tended to discourage the devseiopment of large comuercial farm holdings,
Thesa and other eccnumic facburs have created a pattern in which at present
over 63 percent of the farms aie less than 70 acres. Farms from 10-29 acres
are the largest group, numbering 118, However, there sre considerably mere
large farms in Mason Cowity thaa in the nearby counties of Kitsap, King and
Pierce, One reascn for the greater number of large farms in Mason County is
that many of the cairy farms contain large acreages of pasturs and woodland,

-Table §,= Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
' Mason County, 1900-195h '

' + Average size
‘ Total County ! Percent of
Total Farms of farms in
Year area in farms County area
in the County (acres) th?ag;\;g';:( in farms
1900 27k 33,635 122.8 Seli
1910 3% h2,928 111.5 6e9
1920 463 10,867 Blyo6 649
1928 shi; 11,667 76,6 6.7
19304 k52 38,522 8543 6.5
1940 769 43,995 57.2 7.l
i9Ls 602 46,224 768 745
1950 57 56,110 98.5 9l .
1954 526 6,971 8943 T

Sourca: U.S. Census, Agriculture

In 195k the 526 farms of Mason County contained 46,97k acrea or only 7,6
percent of thas total land area within the oounty, The acreage in farms grew
fram 33,636 acres in 1900 to a peak of 56,130 acres in 1950. Since 1950 the
area in farms and number of farms have been decreasing, denoting some abandonie
ment of farming for other employment and a change in the use of some farmland
for residential and industrial purposes, Much of the part-time farmland is
being reverrad back to the production of forest products thus reducing the
available acreage for agriculture, This is true alsc of many other counties
on the Olympie Peninsula, :

Farm Values

Values of land, farms and farm buildings have increased greatly since
1940, Total value of &ll farm property has inoreased from $717,059 in 1900 to
$6,322,520 4n 1954, In 1940 the value of all farm property was only $2,860,845,
an aversge of §3,7L6 per farm and $66 per acre, Farmland and buildings per
ferm averaged $12,020 and $1L2 per acre in 1954, The rise in farm and land
values has been caused by sevaral factors, One has been the general rise in
prices of rsal estate valuee throughout the western United States, Value has
8180 been added by labor and capital, Mason County farmers have invested in
land elearing, drainage and building improvements since 1920. Another reason
for the rise in farm and land values has been the increase in population and
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