38 Mason County, Washington

PART VI
Iivestock, Dairying and Poultry
General Importance

Dairying and livestock farming are important farming astivities in Mason
County, being second only to farm forest producte, In the 1951 Censua there
were 25 farme specializing in dairying and ap additional 43 sold milk as a
mejor or sideline product, Twenty-one Farms were clagsified as livestoock farms
raising livestock for marketing, There were 10 farms spesializing in poultxy
and over 60 mors produced poultry and egge on a part-time basis, The entire
1ivestock farming industry accounted for sbout $522,670 in sales, of which over
35 percent was derived from dairy and livestock products,

The valus of livestock approximated $797,150 when last erumerated by the
Cersus in 195L, Beef cattle and calves are the most valuable domestic animals
ralged, valued at over $454,400. Milk cows are sscond, valued at $252,000, on
all dairy ferms, Horses are third in valuae, at $20,400,

Total Value of Mason County Livestoeck: $797,150

Bogs Ya2%

Chiokens l.9%

Sheap, goata,
other livestook
and powitry ¢3%

Figure 12,- Value of Livestock on Farms
Masen County, 1951,
(Based on U,S, Census, Apriculture)
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cliveclevk Tends . . |

~ Livestock raising has changed merkedly since 1920. The overall value of
hards and flocke has inureascd, The number of beef cattle has trended dowmward
and there were fewer bub more vradueciive milk cows in Mason County in 1956 thm
in 1939, There have been diziinet downward trends since 1939 in the number of
-horses, mules, hogs and pheep raised on fzrms, Poultry raising has been de-
creasing as a faxm epevakion, - The nuaber of layers-kept has also decreased
-8lnes the peak years 1ig Ioli0-hS, Livestolk farming has gone up and down with
.changas in amployment copditions off the farms and in sales opportunities re-
sulting from new areas, of competition ia the Puget Sound market area, Increased
cost of feeding 1s a major reason for reductions in herds and flocks, ‘

Cattle: Dalry and Beof J

. Tairy and beef cattls ponbined totaled a new high of 6,000 head in 1956,
They are kept on-415 farms or. .over. 80 percent of all the farm places in the

gounty. . Since 1954 the beel breeds have out~numbered dairy cattle, Many farms

have dual-purpose cattle ot both milk wnd beef breeds,
| " Table 20, Cattle on Farms
Mason County, 1939~1956

AIT Guftle| Beef Catbtie 1/ | bairy Caktle
oar | (hewd) | (nead) — | (heac)

- 1939 Looo I 700 3,300
WO | Bapo | 800 3,300
19k {7 L ,00 Loo 3,600
10h2 | - L3 300 1,000
0430 h,300 100, Li,100
1oly | 4,600 300 - by300
LSy L,600 €00, 1,000
107 3,999 800 3,100
1949 k.1 1,600 2,500
1950 1,600 2,500
1951 l, 1,500 2,500
1952 : 3) ! 1:!400 : ’ 2,500
1953 4. 5,0 2,100 - 25900
195hi 5, 3,300, 2,l00

S 1955 1 5,8 3,500 1 2,400
1956 8, 3,600 2,400

1/ Beef cattle includes some calves for vealer
~ and’dairy type steers, '

Source: U.S.D.h., AMS, Agric, Bstimates Divn,
- - State of Washington '

Several conditions ha+é caused a change over from dairy to beef livestock
raising since 1939,  World War II and after 1950 off-farm employment
was good, leading many small scale, parte-time farmers to abandon dairying and
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take up beef ralsing which required fewer hours of labor, New etate regulation
and sanltation laws for the manner in which grade A or fluid milk for household
consunption ie handled on farms caused many small producers to abandon deirying
becauge the coste in equipment conld not be borme. Feeding and labor coste

also caused some to give up dairy farming, -

The majority of the cattle pcpulation is located in the Skokemish River
Vallsy, Abcub 2,750 catile on 126 farms, averaging 22 head per farm, are
locgted in this arca, The Sheliton area has about 1,575 head kept on 16 farms
averaging 11 head psr farm, Another part of Mason County having cattle is the
Brod CanaleEslfair area with L0 cattle on LO farms for an average of about 10
head per heid;

The Mason dairy farmers, through their cooperative marketing assoclation
and other outlets, sell about 5,880,000 pounds of whole milk and 12,200 pounds
of ‘oream anmaally, Some is fachory milk used for cheese, Cammercisl milk -
production and cream and butter sales, howsver, are below the volumes of the
1940ts. Mason County is generally a self-sufficient milk area with much of .
hhe milk processed or oonsumed within the county, The Census of 1954 did not
record commercial farm butter sales, but 124 farm households reperted churning
butter for their own use,

Tablie 21 ,~ Dairy Products Sold. From Farms
Mason County, 1939-1954

Waele Wik tnzd Cream Sold Sitter Sold
Yoar g Farms From Farms ¥rom Farme

ouads: | tdoidavs) | (pounds) | (doliars) | (poursy | Ldollars)
19391 7,072,900 | #102,3560 | 7,935 | 619,485 | 1,390 | $335
I98L [ 6,492,300 | 27,755 T1,965 | 36,700 | 1,018 450
1953 { 5,003.995 25,830 | 23,450 1,315 %/ 1
195h | 5,872,170 | 28y,528 ! 12,225 6,460 ;g/

1/ No Census data were enumerated.
8ource: U.5, Census, Agriculture

Poultry Farming: Ohlckens, Egps, Turkeys and Ducks

Mason is the thirtleth ranking poultry county in Washington, In dollar
vaelue of products sold from farms, pouliry raising is the fourth major type of

farming according to the 195 Census of Agriculture,

Sales of eggs, fryers,

other meat chickens, turkeys and othsr poultry returned an estimated $76,800
to Mason farmers in 195k,

Commercial egg production i1s the leading part of the poultry industry,
About 100,800 dozen were produced in 1954 on a total of 110 poultry farms,
The number of chickens kept on hand for sgg production has ranged from 15,200
to 29,300 birds,

County than there were before Werld War II,
dowrward, the raising of fryer and btruiler chickens has been increasing.

There are fewer chickens and fewer poultry farms in Mason
While egg production hapg trended

Thrae

farms were spesializing in broilers in 195k, selling about 16,000 birds worth
2 total of $14,500, Fryer chiskens were in second position in the poultry
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product induetry maling up 19 pemcent of the total,
- .Table 22 .~ Chickens, Egg-Production, Turkeys

mcf' " Aon keys Naise
B - ) o
S , 1939 24,6 226,694 1,191
o . - 1ghk 29,2 203,333 3,311
' A9U9 | 16,957 | -88,7-.%%/_ 346
295h | 15,212) 300,890 I/ - Lo8

1/ Eggs sold by farmers; does not include eggs
consumed on farms, =

Sourcd: U.S, Census, sgrieulture

Turkeys raised for market An the 19 50 g are fower than in 1939, About
300500 turkeys are rajsed each year in amall flocks on about 15 farms, In
195L, six farms specialized -in breeding and hatchery production of turkeys,

22 to 33 and the number sed went up from 200 to 330, There are no large
cormercial duck faxrme if the area, ’

Total Value of Poultry and Poultry Products Sold
in 195k - $76,850

,,,,,

Turksys and
other poultry
2484 92,100

| . Figure 13.-.Divisb.ons‘ of Mason Gouhty Poultry Industry -
e By Products .Sold in 195L :
(Based or U,5. Census, Agriculture)

_inHeN
]
i

Heavy breeds of turkeys axe the main types raised, Between 1950 and 1955 there
wag an incressed interest in raising ducks, Famms keeping ducke increased from
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Hogs

Hogs are & minor type of livestock raised in Mason County. They reached
their greatest nunber in recent years in 19Lk when about 640 head werse kept on
158 farms, an average of nearly four head per farm, Interest in raising swine
£ell off by 1954 to atout 240 head kept -on 63 farme, Hogs are kept mainly as
8 sideline on dalry and poultry farms in the Shelton and Allyn districts, 4
conslderable number of farms keep one or two feeder hogs for slaughter and
favm heusehoid use, This practice, common before 1940, has become less in
rezent yesrs as more rural people buy meat from gbores and abandon butchering
on the farm, This trend has caused a reduction in feader hogs kept on farms,

Table 23.~ Hogs, Sheep, Horses and Miles
Mason County, 1939-~198L

iy

Hoge | Sheep | Horses and Mules
YoaX | (head) | (head) | = (head)
19391 383 | 1ho k25
104k 639 2h3 k20
1819 322 8l 253
155k 239 88 136

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture

Hovses and Miles

Horses and mles for farm work, logesing and transportation have decressed
in the last 30 years, being replaced by tractors, trucks and other machines,
There were sbout 680 horses and mulee in Mason County in 1920, By 1954 there
were only 136 head enumerated by the Census. WNearly all the horses are used
for reoreation such es riding and as pack horses, Horses are most commin in
the Skokomish Valley and near resort centers om Hood Canal,

Sheeg

As in many other areas in western Washington, sheep raising has been dew
oreasing in Mason County in recent years, From a high in 194k of nearly 250
head, sheep have decressed to about 90 head in 1954, The number of farms
raising sheep has declined only slightly during this period, shewing a trend
toward smalleressized farm flocks, The average rumber of sheep kapt per famm
is about 7 head, Sheep are good utilizers of woodland pastures, bracken fern
patches and sloping brush land common in the area,

Goats, Rabbits and Fur Animals

The raising of goats as a sideline is on a downward trend in Mason County
as well as over the state in general, Goats are now kept on about 22 farms
campared with 17 in 1950, The goat population, however, has decrsased, being
136 head in 1954 compared with 354 in 1540, Nearly all the goats are of the
dairy type and their products are used mainly on the farms or merketed in
looal neighborhoods, Scme goats are owned to keep down brush, grass and weeds
surrounding orchards and farmsteads. Rabbits are kept on about 80 farms with
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8 few camnercial rabbitries seiling in the cormercial market, Fur farming has
been on an increase pariicularily in chinchilla, with nine farme, mostly in the
Shelton area, reposted iz 1957, Comnercial and part-time farms which sell
emall enimaie and thelr products mumoer aboubt 16 and their total gross sales
amounted to nearly $12,000 per year when last emumerated in 1949,

Beee and Hotey

The last agricultirdl Cénsus of beekeéecping in Washington in 1950 showed
Mason County to be a email produdér of honey, ranking thirty-fourth in the
state in production of honey, -Abotit 20 hives were kept on 10 farme, This ine

“dicates that beekeeping iz mainly-for farmehousehold uee and for some néighbore

hood sales. Those kdéptng bees averagéd two hives per farm, Beekeeping 13 not
3 common as it was in-the earlisr:years of settlement, In the 1920 Census
there were 993 hives'enumerated in Mason County, This was 50 times greater

' than the muniber of hives foand in ttie 1950 Censuss
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