38 Mason County, Washington

PART VI
Iivestock, Dairying and Poultry
General Importance

Dairying and livestock farming are important farming astivities in Mason
County, being second only to farm forest producte, In the 1951 Censua there
were 25 farme specializing in dairying and ap additional 43 sold milk as a
mejor or sideline product, Twenty-one Farms were clagsified as livestoock farms
raising livestock for marketing, There were 10 farms spesializing in poultxy
and over 60 mors produced poultry and egge on a part-time basis, The entire
1ivestock farming industry accounted for sbout $522,670 in sales, of which over
35 percent was derived from dairy and livestock products,

The valus of livestock approximated $797,150 when last erumerated by the
Cersus in 195L, Beef cattle and calves are the most valuable domestic animals
ralged, valued at over $454,400. Milk cows are sscond, valued at $252,000, on
all dairy ferms, Horses are third in valuae, at $20,400,

Total Value of Mason County Livestoeck: $797,150
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Figure 12,- Value of Livestock on Farms
Masen County, 1951,
(Based on U,S, Census, Apriculture)
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cliveclevk Tends . . |

~ Livestock raising has changed merkedly since 1920. The overall value of
hards and flocke has inureascd, The number of beef cattle has trended dowmward
and there were fewer bub more vradueciive milk cows in Mason County in 1956 thm
in 1939, There have been diziinet downward trends since 1939 in the number of
-horses, mules, hogs and pheep raised on fzrms, Poultry raising has been de-
creasing as a faxm epevakion, - The nuaber of layers-kept has also decreased
-8lnes the peak years 1ig Ioli0-hS, Livestolk farming has gone up and down with
.changas in amployment copditions off the farms and in sales opportunities re-
sulting from new areas, of competition ia the Puget Sound market area, Increased
cost of feeding 1s a major reason for reductions in herds and flocks, ‘

Cattle: Dalry and Beof J

. Tairy and beef cattls ponbined totaled a new high of 6,000 head in 1956,
They are kept on-415 farms or. .over. 80 percent of all the farm places in the

gounty. . Since 1954 the beel breeds have out~numbered dairy cattle, Many farms

have dual-purpose cattle ot both milk wnd beef breeds,
| " Table 20, Cattle on Farms
Mason County, 1939~1956

AIT Guftle| Beef Catbtie 1/ | bairy Caktle
oar | (hewd) | (nead) — | (heac)

- 1939 Looo I 700 3,300
WO | Bapo | 800 3,300
19k {7 L ,00 Loo 3,600
10h2 | - L3 300 1,000
0430 h,300 100, Li,100
1oly | 4,600 300 - by300
LSy L,600 €00, 1,000
107 3,999 800 3,100
1949 k.1 1,600 2,500
1950 1,600 2,500
1951 l, 1,500 2,500
1952 : 3) ! 1:!400 : ’ 2,500
1953 4. 5,0 2,100 - 25900
195hi 5, 3,300, 2,l00

S 1955 1 5,8 3,500 1 2,400
1956 8, 3,600 2,400

1/ Beef cattle includes some calves for vealer
~ and’dairy type steers, '

Source: U.S.D.h., AMS, Agric, Bstimates Divn,
- - State of Washington '

Several conditions ha+é caused a change over from dairy to beef livestock
raising since 1939,  World War II and after 1950 off-farm employment
was good, leading many small scale, parte-time farmers to abandon dairying and







